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Sonthal Parganas.—Weather cloudy and hot. Prospects of paddy good. Indian- 
corn reported poor. No cattle-disease reported. Fodder and water sufficient. Average 
price of common rice 18 seers 5 chitaks and of Indian-corn 18 seers 4 chitaks per rupee. 


Cuttack.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:03, Jajpur 2°50, Kendrapara “54, Banki 1:36, 
False Point 3:98. Weather hot and seasonable. Sarad, jute, haldia ootton and sugarcane 
are growing. Beali being cut in places, Sarad and beali being damaged by insects in 
laces. Rain wanted. Condition of cattle generally good. Fodder and water sufficient, 

lommon rice sells as follows :— 


8, ch. 

bias 00 ss oe 15 12 

ajpur ove ane name! a | 
Kendrapara ‘es oss ig an Oo Le ee 

Banki és ase ot! FG 18 


Balasore.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘72, Weather hot. Weeding, puddling and transplanting 
of sarad continue. Beali being reaped in places. Sugarcane thriving well. More rain 
wanted. Rice sells at 18$ seers per rupee in the interior, and at 17 and 18 seers per rupee 
at Balasore and Bhadrak respectively. Fodder and water sufficient. 


Angul.—Rainfall at Sadar 1-03 and Bisipara 1:02, but not equally distributed through- 
out. lt has kept the crops alive in parts where rain fell. Highland paddy suffering and 
puddling and pene BN suspended for want of rain. The state of crops m the Khond- 
mals reported as before. Oommon rice sells at 24 seers per rupee at Sadar and 12 seers in 
the Khondmals. Great anxiety felt for want of rain throughout the district. Fodder 
sufficient, 


Puri.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:27, Khurda 1:77. More rain wanted. Bea/i damaged to 
some extent. Puddling and weeding of sarad delayed for want of sufficient water. ndi- 
tion of sugarcane, mandia, and other miscellaneous crops good. Fodder sufficient. Oattle- 
disease continues in some parts. Common rice sells as follows :— 


5 8. ch. 
Sadar Sos eee eee 17 * 
Khurda ws ove veg | AF per rupee, 
Interior of the district os oad 16 11 i oy 


Hazaribagh.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:27, Giridih 2°87. Weather seasonable. Pros: 
ts of bhadvt crops not favourable. More rain wanted to complete paddy transplanting- 
ommon rice sells at 18 seers per rupee. 


Ranchi.—Rainfall 1:82. Weather hot and cloudy. More rain wanted for transplanta- 
tion. Gondli being harvested. Rice sells at Ranchi 15 seers per rupee and in the interior 
18 seers. No cattle-disease. Fodder and water sufficient. 


Palamau.—Rainfall 1:03, Weather hot and cloudy. Standing crops generally doing 
well. No cattle-disease. Rico sells at 15 seers per rupee. 


Manbhum.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:05, Gobindpur 1:04. Weather hot. Prospects of 
crops generally good, but rain is wanted in places, Qattle-disease reported from thanas 
Tundi and Nirsha. Fodder and water sufficient. Average price of common rice at Sadar 
164 seers and at Gobindpur 15 seers per rupee. Supply sufficient. 


Singhbhum,—Rainfall 8°58. More rain is wanted. Common rice sells at 17} seers 
per rupee. 


General Summary.—During the last week rain has fallen in every district, but while it 
has been excessive in Bihar, North and East Bengal, it has been scanty in Orissa and the 
Chota Nagpur Division, In Bihar all chance of a fair bhadot harvest has disappeared. The 
rice crop 18 progressing well everywhere save in Orissa, and the report from the 
24-Parganas is better. the Khondmals the deficiency in the rainfall has caused serious 
anxiety. arly rice is being harvested, and jute cutting is goingyon. ‘Uhe price of rice has 
not materially changed since last week. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


F, A. SLACK, 
Offg. Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal. 
Revenve DeparTMent, 
The 22nd August 1899, 


PRICES-CURRENT (RETAIL) OF FOOD-GRAINS AND SALT 
IN THE 


ITEAD-QUARTERS STATION BAZARS OF THE DISTRICTS OF BENGAL 
DURING THE FORTNIGHT ENDING THE 1512 AUGUST 1899, 
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BENGAL—concluded. 
. 8, Ob. | 8, Ch.| 8. Ch. |S. Ch./S Oh,|S, Ch.|8, Oh |g. Ch./s 
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33! Darbbang* ..| .. | 16 0/18 8 | ,, a1 ole 0! ... « (11 8}12 0}... 
84, Monghyr ..| 1515] 17 0/1519] .. "| ... Ir ol9 8 6 18j|11.11 10 10 j11 84], 
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70] 78/60 : 

B [03 | Ranchi SS to to wo, fhe os ohs oho oft s/s ohe ol s i 
4 12 0] 13 0| 9 8 
z : 
Ae Palamau = | -15:12 | 15 12] 14.10 [23 10 |28 10 |23 10 [12 6 |14 10 j12 6/4 2/1512 N18 8]... 
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4 ¢ subdivisions the rei ices rupee are ;—| s00rs ; 
Vy At en! Hat the stall pie of sale 9 sets par rapen a Sandie SIRs 
W. At Cox's Bozar the retail price of salt is 84 seers per rupee, ae 
X, In tho subdivisions the retail prices of salt per rupee are:—Barh 10} soors ; Biba 9 soar SStrgaceegl frst 

In the subdivisions the retail prices of ot alt pr ree are=usar tor awada ay sh Kahanabed retaen not recived, — 
In tho subGivisions the retail prices of salt per rupee are :—Buxar 11 seers # Bhabua 10 ; Sasarara 10 
A eitiak tho revall peter ote eof salt par saipes aie s--Alwan 11. soeey} cutass ; Gopal (igus) 13) oor, meee it 

2 0 seers per rupee. : } 
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4, In the subdivisions the retail prices of salt per rupee are :— i 10} seers ; Jamui 10 seers, 
e. Pea a ceeen ma erat peicee oF Aall, pat apes 028 A 10 seers; Madhipura 9 seers; Supaul return not 
f, Inthe Araria and Kishanganj subdivisions the tatail poo of sat is 9 sers rupeo, 
At Nawabganj the retail prigo of salt is 10 per rupee, eae ~* 
£ In the subdivisions the retail prices of salt per rupee are:—Deoghur 10 seers; Godda 9 seers; Jamtara 11 seers 
: Pakaur 10} seers ; mahal 10 seers. 
i. In tho Jaj and Ki subdivisions the retail price of salt (panga) is 9 seers per rupee. 
i At the retail price of salt is 10 seers per rupee. 
At Khurda the retail price of salt is 12 seers per , 
1, At Gobindpur the rotail price of salt is 104 seers por rupeo. ’ 


Published for general information. 
m a * F, A. SLACK, 
Or ae ae eee 
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F. A. SLACK, 
Ofg. Seorctary to the Govt. of Bengal. | 
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Results of the Meteorological Observations taken at the Alipore Observatory from * 
13th to 19th August 1899. 
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* 2 TEMPERATURE, Hyonometry, Wind. 
& —— 
g| ea! § Pee 
d 44) 2. alg r 
als | 3 3 Z " 3 Rain, WEATHRK 
g | a d = rel y | Prevailing direo- 
8 gc g > tion, 
- gig ely | § lal Bae: 
21913 oF! as ‘ i g e \E 
= ee a | 3 : 2 \s E 
1899, Inches. le - ° Inches! % Inche-« 
Aug. | 18th }1424| 0°3| 20578 | 88-0| 864| 7-2} 79-2 | 80-9/1029| 804 | 91 |Sby B,SSandS| 49] 0:86 | Chicay cloudy, ¢ 
d, Pp. % 
» =| 14th | 1473) Od 563 | 845) 887) 95 | 792) 81:7] 1-045} 806 | 88 |S ana SSW «| 110 0°11 | Chiefly cloudy, 
0, P * 
» =| 15th 1451) 52 653 | 847) 89°7) 85} 812] 81:1) 1-016) 79:7 | 85 my and SW by] 182 0°26 | Chiefly cloudy, 9 
P- " 
w» | 16th | 1446) Nil 546 | 841) 917) 12:7 | 790) 80-5| 0-997] 791 | 85 | SSW we | 140 0-40 | Cloudy, 0, d, p,t 
Bs 17th | 1422! 4-2 “649 | 866) 92°12) 129 | 79°2 | 81-8] 1-021| 79-9 | 81 | Wand WNW ...| 157 0-01 Chiefly cloudy, 0, | 
; . | 
18th | 1091) Nil “B71 | 84:4) 85°5) 8-4 | 82°1 | gid 1°019) 79°8 | 86 SW. by W and} 103 0:12 | Cloudy, o, d, p. 
» 19th | 1491) 31 644 | 83:0) 91°33) 162 | 751) 79-6 | 0-967 | 78:2 } 86 | SSW and variable 49 026 











Chiefly cloudy, o, 




















£, 4, p, t. 
sot Inches. 
The mean pressure of the seven days, ‘5 ies ws ona 29°572 
The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 
Office aoe “a * sas ove ove aes 29°587 
Hours. 
The total number of hours of bright sunshine... oes dae na 135 
The maximum possible number of hours of sunshine dan see ” ies 90-0 
The mean temperature of the seven days “se ae wet ts 84:3 
The average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor- 
General’s Office ses soe avy eos sus 83:1 
The extreme variation of temperature des see oes ox 17:0 
The maximum temperature es sv Ses yes ies 92:1 
The highest velocity of the wind in one hour... tee tes " 2 
° 
The mean relative humidity a - ists mo ay, 86 
The average relative humidity of the corresponding period for 24 years, 
Surveyor-General’s Office... ase soe oes 87 
The total fall of rain from 13th to 19th August 1899 i we BOD 
The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 
Office ee oa sas a ace sos 3:7. 
The total fall from Ist January to 19th August 1899 Sue aa ia isan 
The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 
Office 2 te a a a 43°62 
The mean pressure, temperature, &c., are deduced from the traces of the Barograph and ‘Chermo ph. 


The maximum and minimum temperatures are obtained from self-registering thermometers, All the 
thermometers are verified and the readings have been corrected to a standard constructed and verified at the 
odd Observatory. They are exposed under a thatched shed open at the sides, and are suspended four feet 
above the groun 

The secon readings are corrected approximately to those of the standard, Newman’s No. 86, 
formerly at the Surveyor-General’s Office. 

The hygrometric elements are obtained from Tables III, 1V, and V of the official tab] 
the Meteorological Office, and based on Regnault’s modifications of August’s formula. 

The directions and the movement of the wind are taken from the trace of a Beckley 

The mouth of the rain-gauge is one foot above the ground. 


o, overcast; d, drizzling rain; p, passing temporary showers; t, thunder; ,f, strong 
wind; g, gloomy. : 


MergoronG10at Orricr, Govt. or Inpra, @. W. Kuourer, 
Caleutia, the 21st August 189°, For Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of India, 


es computed in 


’s anemograph, 





CIRCULAR AND EASTERN CANALS. 


Approwimate Return of Traffic for the week ending Saturday, the 19th Augusi 1899, 
48 compared with the corresponding week of the previous year. 





Wark RwpIno SATURDAY, THE WEEK BNDING SATURDAY, THE 
19TH AUGUST 1899, Avausr 1898, 
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Approximate Return of Trafic for the week ended 5th A 


Weekly Return of Traffic Receipts on Indian Railways. 


EAST INDIAN RAILWAY. 




















Murcuanpisk AND MINERAL 
COACHING TRAFFIC. TRAWYIC. 

— = ——— | Other earnings Tota) 
Number of Coaching Weight Receipts. (ostimated), earnings. | 
passengers. rece: pts, oarried, 

Bs. a. P. Mps. 8 ty a.P Be AL Ps Rs, ALP. 
e, 

To'al traffic for the week oo *804,054 | 3,19,979 10 0 96,75,372 20 | 6,34,587 8 y) 14,640 0 0} 9,609,207 2 0 
per mile of railway ... vee pence W616 Of] veer 370 9 Ie 8 810 566 0 8 
previous 4} weeks of half- 

year nT ee ee 1,400,145 | 18,55,293 12 0 1,57,64,758 30 | 26,80,848 5 0 60,020 0 0 | 40,096,762 1 0) 


Total for 5} weeks 











— 


— 
1,794,199 | 16,75,273 6 0 





1,04,40,181 10 | 38,15,655 13 0 75,260 0 0| 50,65,969 3 0 
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ugust 1899 on 1,712'25 miles open. 


—— | Pe ee ee 


Travvic Taatn-M1i Rs ey, 





te 
Merchan- 
Coachins. dieo. 
95,087 146,754 | a5 


eens 


487,746 





Wom vanison. 
Total tor corresponding week | . (d) {e) 
of provious year oe 15,185 $,10,780 0 2 98,95,037 20 | 7,264,412 9 9 20,506 6 4| 10,565,787 0 3 92,282 155,"21 
Per mile of railway correspond- 
ing week of previous year... ny 182 4 3 sees 4415 38) 2138 a9 3 essen Seated 
Total for correspondirg 5} ae 
woeks of previous yerr | 1,687,9208 | 15,93,183 0 2 2,05,04,1°2 0 | 38,88,125 5 3) 1,18,786 12 4| 55,095,094 1 9 481,857 $36,803 | 1,%149 
‘ er os . 
(a) Decucted Re, $1 676, being the estimated amount of rebate on coal for the week, 
(0) The decrease 18 chietly in bovh the upwards and downwards coal tratfic, 
te) Payments on account of mileage and demurrage being more than the reovipts, nothing is included, 
(¢) Includes amount of rebate on coal, Bs, 32,853 0 0 
(e) »  ofmuileage and demurrege 7,320 5 0 





Approximate Return of Traffic 


TARKESSUR BRANCH RAILWAY. 


for the week ended 5th Augvst 1899 un 22°23 miles open. 
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Coacnina TRAFFIC. MuRCHAMpIsR AnD MinzEaL TRAFFIC TRAIN-MILES RUS, 
= = _ - - hay ere Total oarnings. 
Number of | Conchi Weight i pra - 
passengers, recetptee carried. Receipte. Coaching. be ga Toul 
—_ ooo 
: Re, a. P. Mps. 8. Rs. a. P. Re, A.B. Ra, a, 
Total traffic for the week... 16,463 ong 5 0 11,188 30 402 0 0 900 418 5 104 
Or per mile of railway... .. ay (a) ano OB] vsseee 181 4 066 “08 8% res 
For previous 4) weeke of hulf- 
5 nT 62,776 19,118 12 0 $5,074 10 1,759 0 0 s2 0 0| 20,90012 0 4,440 
|__| ee | 
Total for 5} weeks =. 19,239 23,121 1 0 46,208 0 2,161 0 0 41 0 0 | 25,3238 1 0 5544 
CoMPARISON, 
Total for corresponding week 
of previous year ove ve 18,400 4,667 10 3 7,071 10 237 «0 843 4,969 5 6 142 
Per mile of railway correspond- 
ing week of previous year ... cores 20015 6 eeseee 33 3 0 bil 223 8 8 feeeee aeeees on 
grou for corresponding 57 
weeks of previous your... 111,072 | 25,904.15 7 41,200 30 1,701 5 0 434 3) 27,709 8 10 5,084 632 6) 
(a) The decrease is in passenger traffic booked from Sheoraphuli and Tarkessur stations, 
. 
DELHI-UMBALLA-KALKA RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ended 5th August 1899 on 162°24 miles open. 
= = —— oe —— 
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ad CoachiIne TRAFFIC, | ‘TRAFFIC. 
[Other earning? | rota} earnings. 
Number of | Coachi Weight testimaieg). |"0™8 
‘umber of ing e 
passengers. receipts. carried, Receipts. 
Re. A. P. Mops. 8. Rs, a. P. Ra, A. P. Rs. A. Pe 
traffic for the week = 16,226 14,480 4 0 83,374 30 9,940 4 0 6s 0 0 26,488 8 0 
per mile of railway. ‘ geeee as 40 “ 61 44 068 015 0 
For previous 4} weeks of half. 
year aa sane! “Bint ees 79,008 66,980 0 0 8,08,763 10| 33,852 16 0 289 0 0 | 1,01,191 14 0 
| | —_—__—- ee 
Total for 5} weeks F05,734 81.460 4 0 8,02,138 0 | 43,793 2 0 357 0 0 | 1,265,610 6 6 
cree eee: ae ere | |_——$———— 
COMPARISON. 
Total for corresponding week ‘ . 
of previous y ee een 17,686 14,086 4 6 47,559 30 6,897 12 11 o 6 8 20,653 6 8 
mile of rail correspond: 
week of previous year .. costes 618 2 coves 3 7 0 0 610 16 11 0 
ball for  correspoudiug 6? , 
woos of previons your 100,552) | 79,765 3 11 275,473 20) 89,009 6 11 281 2 9 | 1,18,05613 7 
encloses 1 
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Approximate Return of Traffo for week ended 5th August 1899 on 78°83 miles 
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TRAPYIC TRAIN-MILES RUN. 





Couching, —| Total. 








Rs. A. P, Rs. a. P, 
000 5,552 12 0 95 
hn eee.» | ie tl meres 020 70 70 7 
2300 17,322 7 «0 8,933 
fe | ee 
380 0 22,875 3 0 4,728 
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EASTERN BENGAL STATE RAILWAY. 


(Inctupine N. B., Dacca, K.-D., axp AssaM-Brnar Sxotions.) 




















Approwimate Heturn of Trafic and Mileage for the week ended 12th August 1899 on 834 mites open, 
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D TraPric TRAIN-MILES . 
t BAPDIC, Other earnines, pe Rem = 
SST Borer including forry,| Ot! earnings, Marches. 
Lierceite receipts, | Veightonrried.| — Reoeipts, Conching. | "tine | Total. 
Re, a. P. Mos. 8, Re. a. P, Ba. A. P. Ra. a. P. 
Total traffic for the week —,,, 190,400 86,050 0 0 10,60,640 0 2,14,700 0 0 8,800 0 0 | 3,009,650 0 0 36,000 41,526 77.526 
Or per mile of ratiway .. 228 103 0 0 1,278 0 27 0 ~«0 100 "310 0) wk Sac PSAs: 
For previous 56 weeks of hali- | 
year « o jee _10n, 790 a 4,82,920 0 0 34,72,440 0 | 6,143,730 0 0 __ 84040 0 0 11,6069 0 0 179,110 _148.863 ‘347,973- 
Tc tal for 6 weeks Fa ~},212,280 |_5,68,970 0 0} 45,383,100 9 | 828,430 0 0) 72,840 0 0 aT 70,200 0 0 2,15,110 $10,389 | 425,499 
_—— _-|—_—— S| — | | on 
Comparison. | | 
Total for oGreeeponding week | | 
of previous yea) 191,520 77,5388 0 0 7,21,227 0 1,45,485 0 0 8,054 0 0) 231,077 0 0 33,516 34,051 67,505 
Per mile of ratiway’ ‘correspond: | 
‘week of previous year “4 234 9% 0 0 882 0 178 0 0 10 0} 276 0 0) secon I setae ms" 
to ereevonkiays date of | | 
previous on on ww | 1,176,024 | 4,96,732 0 0) 47,30,243 0 7,78 582 0 0 74,700 0 0 13,50,014 0 0 21143 | 201,595 418,478 





* Rxoluding steamer earnings, 
NoTs.—Increage in inte. 


DACCA STATE RaILWay, 


Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 12th August 1899 on 86 miles open. 





eee = 





























a 
TRAFFIC TRAIN-MILRS RUB, 








Coaching. Mershan Tota, 


a 














Ooacnine Travvic, MERCHANDISE AND MINERAL 
TRav¥IC, 

Other Total 

ni , earnings. 

Number of | Coaching Weight ae Including ferry. oie 

5 Passengers. | receipts, earned, ipa, 
ae acne anemone 
Re. a. P, Mops, 8. Re, aA. Pe. Re, ar. Rs, A. P. 
Jotal trate tor the week... =. 21,040 6,490 0 0 11,350 0 1,080 0 0 80 0 0 7,600 0 0 
Me renoon es “7 waih 24d 75 0 0 132 0 12 0 0 100 as 0 0 
ty weeks 0} 
"ht a da, reed: all pa, 000 119,900 36,670 0 0 47,170 0 4,550 0 0 “600 0 0] 41,820 0 0 
| Total for Gwee's 1,40,040 43,100 0 0 68,520 0 5,580 0 0 680 0 0| 49,420 0 0 
—_——_— | 
ComPaRtson, 
Total for correspond: ke 
pal P evious your ave sat iy: 4,746 9,500 0 0 18,64 0 1,271 0 0 i 0 0} 40912 0 0 
m6 of correspond. 
sa ek of previous peat “aa 404 110 0 0 2170 600 200 17 0 0 
to correspor date 

Previous year ae ra <4 1,538,864 4,954 0 0 1,492,309 0 9,588 0 0 1°87 0 0 55,575 0 0 
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Approzimate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 12th August 1899 on 33 miles open. | 
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Ra, a, P. Mops. 6, Ra. aA. P. 
Total oo 030 660 0 0 1 0 310 0 © 
Sr par mle of rata Ae ar 2 0 0 me 0 900 mind 
yer eS wooks of ball-/ 13,000 | 48% 0 0 5,280 0| 410 0 0. mms 
Total for 6 weeks... 16,920 4,050 0 0 6,810 0 720 0 0 CITey 
* Comparison. = 
“ for Corresponding week 
pot revo oni _— sets ones soreee A 
ng week of p ms er + esceee ereeee eseoee mane 4 
ing 
Previous your 4, we we esenee sone seseee seeeee = 
* Includes ballast train-miles 604, 
BRAHMAPUTRA-SULTANPUR RAILWAY. 
Approgimate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 12th August 1899 on 24°75 miles open. 
CoacnIne TRavrrc, MEROnANDISE at MIneRAL Older outings TRAFFIC TRAIN-MILES EUx, 
te | ee | (including Total 
Number ot |  Coachi Woight wen): — Merchai 
passengers, reoeiptes rried, Receipts. Conching. | “Give. | Total’ 
Re. a, P. Mops, 6, Raa. P. Ra, a. P. Rs. a. P. 
Total traffic for the week oon 1,910 350 0 0 6,170 0 200 0 0 80 0 0 720 0 0 195 1,019 | "94 
Bere mite of railway a. a. 7 14 00 200 0 12 0 0 300 29-0 0] socom eonese B45 
Previous 5 woeks ad balf- 
on we 6,790 1,800 0 0 19,760 0 1,720 0 0 250 0 0 3,860 0 0+) 1,080 5,790 | 6,870 
Total tor 6 weeks... |___8,700 2,240 0 0 v4o50 0| 2010 0 0 3300 0| 46800 0| 1,275 800 | 805, 
Comparison. 
Tota) for corresponding week of 
previous year weneee sh 000 eeeeee meee soanes ones aveeee seveee “ 
ee rece caetiss 
x y ato di canbe ns tone de: Np ~ Cereal hand oveene e 
provious year, we rn cooved . sate oe Prony easees « 
* Includes ballast train-miles 864. 


COOCH BEHAR STATE RAILWAY. 
Approzimate Return of Trafic and Mileage for the week ended 12th August 1899 on 33:73 miles open. 
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Receipts. 


801 0 0 143 
880 0 dosene aveoes 
4914 0 4 6h 4,176 
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BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. ‘ 
. Approximate Return of Traffic and mileage for the week ended 5th August 1899 on 125 miles open. he , ‘ 
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CoacurxG Travwic, | MEROMANDISS AND ’ TRAPIC TRAIN-MILNS RUN, 
{Other earnings.) Total earnings. , 
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Number of Coaching Weight 
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| Coaching. 



















Rs. a. P. Mops. 8. 


foil oral at the week... 87,877 13,01 0 0 67,583 0 
per mile of ral fail 299 10 0 0 461 0 0 | snsece tee 
Pou ii 140,695 53,890 0 0 1,99,965 0 


22,318 0 0 


” 
Total forS weeks = «+» 178,072 67,441, 0 0 2,67,548 0 
————$—— _—_—_— 





. 
otal for corresponding week 
of previous year pa on 46,798 18,003 0 0 63,634 0 15,221 0 0 2,582 7,136 | 
Per mile of railway correspond- . 
Cm ap pie ametboay Peed we 374 104 0 0 509 0 1220 0 sooeee ongene tee tad 
81,787 0 0 22,205 15,279 37,484 4 


Soft previous your _ - 185,083 61,489 0 0 4,28,502 0 
BENGAL AND NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY. 


Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ending 12th August 1899 on 1,082 miles open. 

















































Coacnine Traverc, 4 | MEBCHAmDIER AnD MINBRAY 10, cgnings TRavyIC TRAIN-MILES BUN, 
a (cetinated) * | Total earnings. |-—————-——— ———— 
he Receipts, pocket oly | Receipts. | steam-boat, | Comehing. | Merceeny | Total: 
Re. Mps. Re ‘Ra. Res. 
Total traffic for the week on ‘ 
1,088 OPED ve ee 129,720 | 48,960 5,80,850 68,500 15,510 (a)1,82,970 
Or per mile of railway ww 19°89 45°25 536°83 63°31 1433 122°89 
For previous 6} weeks of half. 
year sn)” Prentiss seme oa nee 663,630 2,590,820 25,84,140 8,08,750 83,110 6,51,680 
Total for 6} weeks = 793,350 | 808,780 31,64,990 8,77,250 98,620 7,84,050 
es ee | —— | ic tanaeuneiaagt 
z COMPARISON, = 
for sorresponaing week of 
pt sear peje miles open| 99,750 sort 405,497 1,350 13,228 100,888 20,800 | (c)27,086 | 47,886 
Por mile of railway correspond- 
ing week of previous year ... 107°85 37°81 50324 66°33 | 14°30 lis ceoeee sever Waren 
» Total to corresponding date of * ‘ 
previous your wm ww 089,076 2,60,587 31,48,581 3,99,417 88,345 748,940 1,34,801 | 1,061,619 | 296,420 
(a) Increase is due to increased mileage. 7. 
(b) Includes 5,876 miles of ballast ing run on open line, 
0) 4,908 ” ” ” 
4 ASSAM-BENGAL RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Trafic for the week ended 5th August 1899 on 396 miles open for all descriptions of Traffic and an 
' additional 28* miles for goods and parcels traffic only. a 
=————S—————— 
Coscme Taasmco, | MERONADISR ax MINERAL ; TRavvic TRAIN-MILES RUNS 
her earnings 
ah = 
Receipts. Coaching. iy xt Total. 





Rs, a. p.| 
21,922 0 | 3,453 
53°58 S72 









1.278 0 0 241,311 0 
28°48 gt) 
1,06,841 0 0 14,784 
1,28,763 0 0 18,287 


65,933 0 0 10,89, 802 0 
67,210 0 0 13,24,203 0 
———$$— | — 


287 0 0| 1,111 0 Of 2,921 
os © 78:09 10°29 
2,670 0 0 | 118,416 0 0] 15,422 


FINANCIAL YEAR. 
Approximate Statement of Gross Receipts of the Assam. Bengal Railway. 
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PTS VOR WEEK ENDING R&CRIPTS FOR WERK ENDING 
4) StH Avaver 1899, Orn Avausr 1898, | 





DARJEELING-HIMALAYAN RAILWAY COMPAN Y, LIMITED, 











s Rs. «s.2 
. Approximate earnings for the week ending 12th August 1899 - #* «+ =—:10,748 0 O 
PDitto for the corresponding period of 1808 os a ‘oe 18,936 0 0 
Decrease ove ooo ove er; eee ~~ 3,193 0 0 
Receipts per mile for the week ending 12th August 1899 os ove 21010 4 
Ditto for the corresponding period of 1898 see ooo ove 273 41 
Decrease eee oe ove one . oe oe 629 9 
Receipts from 1st July to 12th August 1899 oe oes o- =. 71,649 0 0 

Ditto for the corresponding period of 1898 a0 ox ow «=. 78,622 0 O 
Decrease mas ~ ow aoe” ont ~ a 6878 0 0 
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Abstract of the Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengai, 
assembled under the provisions of the Indian Councils Acts, 1861 and 1892. 





Tue Council met at the Council Chamber on Monday, the 7th August, 
1899, 


Present: 


The Hon’ble Sir Jonny Woopsurn, x.c.s.1., Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
presiding. 

The Hon’ble Nawan Banapur Syup AMEER Hossein, 0.1. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. b. Otpuam, c.L.8. 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. B. Bucxury, 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. W. Botton, c.s.1, 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. N. Baxer. 

The Hon’ble Rat Duraa Garr Banersea, Bawavur, ¢.1.8. 

The Hon’ble Mr, C. E. Buckxanp, c.1.2, 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. F. Hanputy, 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. A. Suack. 

The Hon’ble Basu Jarra Monan Sun,’ 

The Hon’ble Mr, T. W. Spink. 

The Hon’ble Rasa Ranagrr Sinn Bauavour, or Nasurrur, 

The Hon’ble Mr. D. F. Mackenztn, 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. G. Apcar. 

The Hon’ble Dr. Asurosu Muxkworapnyaya, M.A,, DL, FPAS, FREE. OS 

The Hon’ble Basu Borxanta Natu Sen, 

The Hon’ble Banu Surenpranata Banersee, 
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AZETTE, AUGUST 30, 1899. 

a 
CALCUTTA MUNICIPAL BILL, 


The Hon’ble the Prestpenr read the Hon’ble Mr. Baxer’s motion that 
the Calcutta Municipal Bill be referred back to the Select Committee for 
further consideration with reference to the correspondence between the Gov- 
ernment of India and the Government of Bengal, which was published in the 
supplement to the Calcutta Gazette of the 12th July, 1899, and with instructions 
to report within two weeks. 


The Hon’ble Basu SurenpranaTu Bawenser, by leave of the President, 
movei the following amendments to the above motion, viz.— 


1) for “two weeks” substitute “six weeks”; 
( add at the end the words ‘‘and that the opinions of the Corporation 
and other public bodies be invited with reference to such corre- 
spondence.” 


He said :—“ Sir, my first words will be words of regret at the retirement from 
this Council of my friend Babu Norendranath Sen. I do not in the smallest 
degree desire tomake any reflection upon my hon’ble friend to my left who so 
worthily represents the Compress, andin whose hands I am sure the interests 
of the rate-payers of Calcutta in regard to the Calcutta Municipal Bill will be 

erfectly safe. But the tide of human circumstances sometimes demands a tear 
feces us. Hine ille lachryme—sang Virgil in the olden times. Those who 
were associated with Babu Norendranath Sen in his arduous labours in con- 
nection with the early stages of the Calcutta Municipal Bill must share 
the regret that he has not been permitted to participate in their toils and 
anxieties amid the closing scenes of the final struggle. 

“‘ However that may be, now that we have been placed once again by a 
fortunate accident in possession of our deliberative functions, if we have made 
a mistake, we may rectify it, if we have acted, I will not say in defiance 
of, but if we have acted not in conformity with, the dictates of public opinion, 
we may now pay that ampler homage to public sentiment which, as it seems 
to me, is imperatively called for at our hands in dealing with a measure such 
as this, affecting as it does the habits and every-day lives of the people; for 
a municipal measure is essentially a measure of sanitation, and in order that 
it may be successful, that it may promote the great ends of sanitation, it 
must enlist the sympathies of the people on its side. By no stretch of language, 
however, can it be said that the Municipal Bill, even as revised by the Select 
Committee, has secured the sympathies or the support of the community, 
whom it most deeply affects. On: the contrary I will say this—that in the 
whole course of my public life, now extending over the space of nearly a quarter 
of acentury, I have not witnessed a measure which so profoundly stirred the 
hearts and excited the apprehensions of the people of Calcutta as this Bill has 
done. Their apprehensions may be well-founded or ill-founded—I believe 
them to be well-founded—but there they are—real, intense, deep-seated, influ- 
encing the thought and moulding the feelings of the people, driving them in 
their thousands to those great public meetings held all over the town with a view 
to record their protest against this measure, A protest so real and so influential 
and at the same time so universal and soall-pervading, a responsible Government 
could not ignore. It is with thankfulness we note that the action of the Govern- 
ment of India has been determined by the attitude of public opinion, I ma 
or | may not be able to assent to the proposals of the Government of India, 
am afraid I cannot assent to them; but all the same I feel that I should be false to 
myself and to my representative character if I did not place on record the expres- 
sion of my admiring gratitude for the spirit in which that Government have 
approached the consideration of the subject, the temper of the discussion, the 
sensibility to public opinion which theirintervention at this stage indicates, and 
above all for the desire by which they are actuated and which pervades every 
line of the despatch, to arrive at a settlement that shall be conducive to the 
efficiency of municipal administration in Calcutta, and yet at the same time 
preserve intact the great principle of Local Self-Government. As in the past 
sd-in the future, I hope and trust Your Honour’s Government and the 

overnment of India will be pleased to extend to our observations that 
indulgent consideration which both these Governments are accustomed to 
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accord to the temperate expression of responsible opinion. In that hope and 
in that confidence I approach the consideration of this subject. Could I per- 
suade myself to believe that the Government of India has definitely made up 
its mind, that it is inexorably wedded to the opinions it has expressed, and that 
it is inaccessible to the voice of reason and remonstrance, I for one would not 
waste my breath nor waste the time of the Council in a vain endeavour to 
persuade. But I know that the Government is highly deferential to the 
expression of public opinion, to the clear and unerring dictates of reason and 
sound sense, and, therefore, it is that I have taken upon myself the task of 
“eg upon a somewhat prolonged discussion of the issues raised in the 
letter of the Government of India. 

“The letter of the Government of India begins with a statement of the 
principal grounds, as summarized by the Government of Bengal, upon which 
the amendment of the Calcutta Municipal Law is based. To three of these 
grounds I desire to call attention, because in the first place they seem to me 
to be important grounds which are now published for the first time, In the 
second place they seem to be absolutely unsustainable. They make a revela- 
tion in respect of which it will be my duty to ask my hon’ble ‘friend in charge 
of the Bill to make some sort of an explanation.” 


The Hon’ble the Presipenr said :—*I apologise for interrupting the 
Hon’ble Member, but this is a point of order. I cannot permit any discussion 
of the reasons given by the Government of India at the beginning of their 
letter. The point to which we are limited is the discussion of the changes 
in the Bill which the Government of India have desired should be made. I 
cannot allow any discussion of the reusons which have led the Government 
of India to come to their decision, 


The Hon’ble Basu Surenpranatn Banerser said:—“ With your permission 
I desire to make one observation, namely, that the grounds to’ whith I desire 
particularly to call the attention of the Council are grounds which do not appear 
in the letter of the 7th March, 1898. These grounds are absolutely new ; there- 
fore they are not covered by Your Honour’s ruling that these matters have 
been decided,” 


The Hon’ble the Presmrnr said :—“ I regret Ican hear no discussion on 
that point.” 


The Hon’ble Banu Surenpranatu Banersev said :—“ That being the ruling 
of Your Honour, I shall proceed to lay before you statements which have been 
made in the letter of the Government of India, statements which are open to 
challenge and contradiction, and therefore it seems to me that, having regard to 
such statements, a case has been made out for the appointment of a Commission 
of Enquiry.” 


The Hon’ble the Presmenr said:—“This is a point which has been 
discussed in Council before. I must ask the Hon’ble Member to proceed 
with the remainder of his speech. These are points which I cannot allow to 


be re-opened.” 


The Hon’ble Basu Surenpranatn Bayersee said:—“I want to suggest 
that in the letter of the Government of India there is one matter which raises 
a point which I think admits of discussion. The Government of India say 
that the broad principles of Local Self-Government are to be preserved, but 
that they are to be so re-cast as to check abuses and secure the continuity of 
administration. If abuses are to be discovered and to be checked, the best 
way of discovering and checking them is by the appointment of a Commission 


of Enquiry.” 

The Hon’ble the Prestpnnr said:—“I must repeat that that point has 
been discussed and decided by the Council, and I cannot permit it to be re: 
opened,” 
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The Hon’ble Basu Surenpranata Banersee continued :—“TI bow to Your 
*Honour’s decision and will leave that point. The Government of India in 
the 7th paragraph of their letter say :— 

‘Pho Government of India cannot fail to realise that they have a special responsibility 
in this case. It would be strange indeed if they did not feel a peculiar interest in @ 
measure affecting the municipal constitution of a city, which is not merely the capital of the 
Province of Bengal, but also the seat of the Imperial Government and the capital of the 
Indian Empire. They are deeply persuaded of the importance of a local administration, 
which shall adequately represent the various great interests that have placed, and still keep, 
Calcutta in its premier position in India, and which shall be businesslike, efficient, and free 
from scandal or reproach. At the same time it would be their natural desire, in the interests 
both of continuity of administration and of public harmony, to see these objects attained, 
not by any contravention of the broad principles of Local Self-Government already con- 
ceded, but by a curtailment of the abuses to which in practice they may have become 
exposed, and by a restriction within limits suggested by experience, of the range of theirfuture 
operation. In these opinions the Government of India are convinced that they have the 
sympathy of the Lieutenant-Governor.’ 


“Ag I read this paragraph] take it to mean that no changes in the present 
municipal system of Calcutta are to be introduced which wou d be in contra- 
vention of the broad principles of Local Self-Government already concededs 
If I am able to show that the proposals of the Government of India are 
in direct conflict with their avowed policy and the principle which cy here 
lay down, I am entitled to ask the Government for a re-consideration of their 
detailed proposals. [The Hon’ble the Prestpent said :—‘‘ That is a perfectly 
legitimate argument.” ] What then, Sir, are those broad principles of Local 
Self-Government which have already been conceded and which I contend 
have not only been assailed but completely superseded by the proposals of the 
pore of India? These principles may be plamsision. under three 

eads :— 


“In the first place, the paramountcy of the Corporation was affirmed. 
The Corporation was declared to be the one supreme authority in the 
adminstration of municipal affairs, fixing the rates, controlling expenditure, 
regulating” finance, making the superior appointments, in short, controlling, 
guiding, supervising the affairs of the town. This was no new concession. 

he paramouutey of the aa ong had been recognized in the consti- 
tution of the Corpomtinn under the Justices. The principle was only 
re-affirmed in 1876. In tho second place, and this I regard as the dominating 
feature of the great concession of 1876, the rate-payers of Calcutta were 
now for the first time allowed to elect their own representatives in the 
proportion of two-thirds of the entire number of the Corporation, In other 
words, the Government of Calcutta, the control of its municipal affairs, was for 
the first time definitely entrusted to the representatives ot the rate-payers. 
This was the cornerstone of the great system of 1876—the essence of the broad 
principles of Local Self-Government that were then conceded—and it is this 
cardinal feature of the system which is now seriously menaced by the proposals 
of the Government of India. Lastly, as a safeguard, because the Government 
had parted with its powers and functions in this matter, the Government claimed 
and asserted the right of control over the Municipality, a control, however, which 
was to be ckaneshat from without and not from within, These were the three 
broad principles—especially the second—that formed the prominent features of 
the concession of 1876. Now the proposed system of co-ordinate authorities is 
in direct conflict with the paramountcy of the Corporation. Make the Chairman 
and the’General Committee co-ordinate authorities, make the representative 
Corporation possessed of only certain definite powers, and the supremacy of 
the Corporation is at an end. With regard to this matter, I must say that the 
letter of the Government of India gives a very uncertain sound. Nowhere 
does the Government of India distinctly approve of the system of co- 
ordinate authorities; nowhere does it disapprove of it, though it quotes with 
approbation the strong expression of opinion from the dissenting members, 
where they speak of an emasculated Corporation recently in ossession 
of supreme authority, viewing with uneasiness, if not with jealousy, the estab- 
ment of co-ordinate authorities. I hope the principle of co-ordinate 
authorities has been abandoned. I hope the Hon’ble Member in charge of the 
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Bill will be able to give us that assurance. I hope he will not tell us that the 
p is quoted with a view to show that in the absence of homogeneity 
there will be friction, there will be a conflict and a collision of interests, and 
that therefore the popular element in the Corporation must be curtailed, 
Then as regards the powers of control reserved to the Government under this 
Bill, the Government of India is in perfect agreement with the majority of the 
Select Committee, I thought it was possible that there was one featura in the 
recommendations of the Select Committee which would not commend itself 
to the approval of the Government of India. ‘The Select Committee provided 
that, notwithstanding an appeal to the Government of India against the orders 
of the Government of Bengal, the injunctions and orders of the Local 
Government in regard to the works which wero the subject of appeal should be 
carried out and the works proceeded with. I find that in regard to this part 
of the Bill the Government of India is in perfect agreement with the majority 
of the Select Committee. Let me ask what is the good of an appeal, if the 
works are to be proceeded with ? 

“Suppose the appeal is successful, but that in the meantime the works have 
been carried out, that would mean so much waste of time, labour and money. 
Thope this part of the Bill will be re-considered. As regards the powers of 
control, they have been rendered far more stringent under the Bill, and the 

roposed changes in the law have been approved by the Government of India. 
Pil not repeat the arguments which I have already urged from my place in 
the Select Committee. These provisions are ap arently based upon the 
English Public Health Act, but they go much oral the scope of the 
English Act. Under the English Public Health Act, the control of the Local 
Government Board is confined to sanitary measures. Under the Bill the 
control of the Local Government may extend to all matters, sanitary or other- 
wise. Under the English Public Health Act the Local Government Board 
can only interfere upon complaint made—that used to be the Municipal Law 
of Calcutta. Under the Bill the Local Government may interfere upon 
its own motion without any complaint of any kind being made. Under the 
English Act the Local Government Board can only realize the sum actually 
due from the defaulting local body. Under the Bill the Government may 
raise the rates and may even contract a loan. It is thus very evident that the 
powers of the Government over the Municipality will be largely added to, 
while, as I have hope to be able to show, the authority of the representatives 
of the people will be practically extinguished. 

ne But it is the proposals of the Government of India to reduce the number 
of Commissioners and to confine the reduction exclusively to the elected branch 
of the CorpSration that seem to me to completely supersede the concessions 
made in 1876. They restrict, and indeed practically abolish, Local Self- 
Government in Calcutta. To reduce the number of Commissioners is to restrict 
the diffusion of local interest. To reduee the elected element in the Cor- 
poration so as to place it to a hopeless minority is to lay’ the axe at the root 
of the system of Local Self-Government in Calcutta. 

“In the first place let me address myself to the proposal for the reduction 
of the number of Commissioners. J eremy Bentham has observed in his Theory 
of Legislation that when a change in the law is proposed, it is incumbent 
upon those who propose the change to make good their case. All the more 
is this duty incumbent upon them, when the change proposed affects a scheme 
of legislation which is of long standing, which is consecrated by _preserip- 
tion, and which has come to be bound up with the civic life of the people. Now 
ever since there has been a Corporation in Calcutta, extending over a period 
close upon fort years, the number of Justices or Commissioners, for the 
members of the Corporation were known under theso two names at two different 

riods of their history, was never less than 72 and sometimes exceeded 120. 

rom 1863 to 1876 the municipal affairs of Calcutta were controlled by the 
Justices. Their number, unlimited at first, was over one hundred in 1876. When 
the Corporation was re-constituted upon an elective basis in 1876, the number 
Was fixed at 72, and that was the number from 1876 to 1888, In 1888, whenthe™™» 

unicipal Law was revised, the number was raised to 75, though with an exten- 
sively added area which was now for the first time included within the 
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jurisdiction of tho Municipality. Thus from 1863 to 1899, for a period 
extending beyond the life-time of a generation, the number of Municipal 
Commissioners has never been less than seventy-two and has sometimes 
exceeded one hundred. Look at the question from another point of view. 
No Lieutenant-Governor from 1863 to 1899 ever recommended the reduction 
of the number to what is now proposed by the Government of India. Many 
Lieutenant-Governors, possessed of the largest local experience and intimately 
acquainted with our municipal affairs, have expressed themselves in favour 
of the higher-number of 72 or 75. If, therefore, in spite of what has been 
the accepted constitution of the Corporation ever since there has been a 
Corporation, in spite of the overwhelmning consensus of opinion on the part 
of responsible rulers of the province, it is proposed to reduce the number, the 
change can only be justified on the strongest grounds supported by the clearest 
necessity. A mere desire to correct an illogicality of form will not do. The 
reasons must be so self-evident, so palpable, so overwhelmingly impressive in 
their character as to carry home conviction to the most untutored mind. 
Have we such reasons disclosed to us in the letter of the Government of India? 
Let us examine the letter somewhat closely. The Government of India say in 
the 13th paragraph of their letter :— 


‘The Government of India have been struck, in their examination of the grounds 
advanced both by Sir Alexander Mackenzie and Sir John Woodburn for the measure, by the 
allegation that the existing Corporation has devoted itself to speech and to criticism rather 
‘than to action. This charge, while doubtless to some extent due to the temper and spirit in 
which it has approached its work, is in the main to be attributed to the considerable and, as 
it would seem excessive, numbers of the municipal body. ‘Their numerical strength when 
viewed in regard either to the number of electors by whom the majority are returned, or to 
the experience of municipal institutions elsewhere, seems to be disproportionately and unneces- 
sarily large. ‘There can be no reason why a number of voters returned as only 13,890 out 
of a total ward population estimated at about 650,000, or a proportion of little more than 2 
per cent., should return as many as 50 members; or why the interests of a city even of over 
681,000 inhabitants should require the services of 75 Commissioners for their proper rotec- 
tion, The Government of India are disposed therefore to think that a most effective, 
though hitherto unsuggested, check upon the abuses and anomalies complained of might be 
found in a reduction of the numerical strength of the Corporation.’ 


“The Government of India say that the Commissioners are devoted to 
criticism rather than to action; and with a view to prevent the waste of time in 
frivolous talk, it is deemed necessary to reduce the number of Commissioners. 
I respectfully venture to join issue with the Government in this statement of 
facts. I go further and I contend that even if the facts were such as they 
are represented to be, they would involve no reflection on the chayacter of the 
Corporation, for, by its constitution, the Corporation is a deliberative body; its 
business is to discuss, to criticize and to resolve upon action. There never was a 
greater authority on municipal affairs than Sir Henry Harrison —to him belongs 
the unique honour of being quoted by the friends as well as the opponents 
of this Bill,—and he says that ‘the Executive alone can push on the works.’ 
But I respectfully decline to accept the statement that the Commissioners are 
given to criticism rather than to action. If that were so, how are we to account 
for the magnificent sanitary works which have changed the face of Calcutta 
and have made it, despite the plague, one of the healthiest cities in the 
Province? Again and again has this been brought against the Corporation, 
and as often it has been refuted. Many of the eminent men, who, from time 
to time, have presided over the deliberations of the Corporation, have defended 
it against an imputation which it has not deserved. We all remember Mr, Lee, 
whose ay death we so deeply deplore, and the very last words which he said 
from his place as Chairman—words to which his early death has imparted a 
pathetic interest—were these :— 


‘Less frequently now than of old, because the outside publio is better acquainted with 
the facts, but still, occasionally, we hear insinuations that much time is wasted in this hall by 
long specches from the Municipal Commissioners. No charge could bo further from the 
mark. Jn all my experience—and that has covered full three years—I have seldom listened 

7 to a specoh that has not-been useful and to the point. I can hardly recall a single instance 
in which I have made the reflection that the speaker was throwing no new light on his subject 
and was simply speaking to make aspeech. The facts,- indeed, are conclusive. In the 
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course of the held some 30 ral meetings. All the proceedings of every Com= 
mittee gadling ot uldh some 250 are Feld in the course of the year, come before you in 
this hall for review. A single Committeo will frequently deal with 20 or more separate 
matters, and you have on the average to review proceedings of such Committees at each, 
single meeting in this hall, so that you dispose of sometimes 120, seldom less than 40, 
items of business at a sitting. How long do you take over it? As a rule, between one and 
two hours! Who could say with fairness that that is excessive? How many similar delibera- 
tive bodies in the world are there that would dispose of the work in less time? ‘The general 
rule that we endeavour to observe is not to speak without special knowledgo and clear opinion, 
and then to express our thoughts in language as brief as we can make it.’ 


“T would like to repeat with Mr. Lee the question—‘ How: many delibera- 
tive bodies in the world would dispose of work in less time! ‘The same 
charge has been brought against deliberative bodies of even higher status and 
dignity, and has been dismissed as unworthy of notice. Let me quote the 
observations of Sir Henry Fowler in the recent debate in Parliament on the 
Calcutta Municipal Bill :— ‘ 

‘He was not sure that the Mother of Parliaments was freo from that objection. But 
with the 7} banat who understood the working of Parliamentary and Municipal life and 
Local Self-Government in all its ramifications, those objections would not weigh in the least 
against the general principle of enlisting the people in their own Self Government.’ 


“Even if it were admitted for argument’s sake that there were prolonged 
debates in the Corporation which involved waste of time, is the remedy to be 
found in the reduction of the number of elected Commissioners? Here, agein, 
I am able to rely upon the high authority of Sir Henry Harrison, who was of 
opinion that the matter of number was immaterial, that there would be only a 
few Oommissioners, the leading Commissioners, who would speak and the 
others would be quiet listeners, Sir Henry Harrison, speaking in the course of 
a debate in this Council on the 4th February, 1888, sea. — 

‘At the same time I attach very little importance to this point. Ido not believe ther® 
will be any practical difficulty in working, whether the number of Commissioners be 75, oF 
60, or 80, because we know that the time taken up by discussion does not depend on the total 
number of Commissioners present, but upon those Commissioners who wish to spcak, and in a 
Corporation of even 40 members, the leading Commissioners would, for the most part, be 
returned, and these would take an active part in the disoussion as at present. I do not think 
that in this respect there would be any great difference in a body of 40 members, and a 
Corporation of 80 Commissioners, of whom 15 or 16 would, asa rule, take part in the discus- 
sions. Practically, therefore, I attach little importance to the number of the Corporation. 
We only revise the work of the Committees iu general meetings of the whole body of Com- 
missioners.’ 


‘My own experience entirely confirmsthe opinion of Sir Henry Harrison, 
and, if sq, the reduction of the number, looked at from this point of view, is 
wholly unnecessary. ; 

“Then it has been said the number is excessive when viewed in connection 
with the experience of similar institutions elsewhere. Here, again, I find myself 
at variance with the facts as stated by the Government of India. I hold in 
my hand a statement which shows that in some of the great towns in the United 
Kingdom with a less numerous and a less homogeneous population, the number 
of Commissioners varies from sixty-four to over one hundred. I will read 
from the table:— 


Names of towns. Population in 1896, Number of Municipal 
s Commiasionors. 
Glasgow Se ove ve 705,052 78 
Edinburgh ... vee .. 276,514 41 
Manchester... ‘ue we. 629,661 104 
Birmingham ... oe ee 501,241 72 
Liverpool ... see ee — 682,512 64 
Sheffield was 7 se. 847,278 64 
Leeds eee vee «se 402,449 64 


“ Looking at the figures which I have just read, and having regard to the 
population of Galoutta; which is over 650,000, and is certainly more diversified 
than that of any of the English towns to which I have referred, it cannot i 
said that. the present number of Commissioners is excessive as compared with 


those of other towns, 
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“Then, again, it has been said that the number of Commissioners is large 
as compared with the paucity of voters. The fact is lost sight of that we 
have no universal suffrage here, and the qualifications of voters are determined 
by law. Every rate-payer is not a voter. It is only those who pay rates and 
taxes to the extent of is. 24 a year who are entitled to be voters. You lay 
down an artificial limitation oa then you find fault with the system. The 
representative character of the Ward Commissioners is, however, not to be 
judged by the number of those who vote for them. They represent the rich 
‘and the poor alike. I would remind the Council of that well-known provision 
in the Municipal Law which allows poor house-owners to claim a lower 
percentage of valuation, These applications are all sent to the Ward Commis- 
sioners for their opinion, These men have no votes. They are far too poor 
to have any votes. The Ward Commissioner is their representative as well as 
that of the richer voters in the ward. 

“T am free to admit that the question of number is one more or less of 
opinion. But whether as regards the number or the strength of the represen- 
tative element in the Corporation, you cannot lose sight of the past history of 
Calcutta or the policy which the Government has hitherto pursued. If we had 
a tabula rasa, we might inscribe on it what we pleased. But Calcutta has a 
municipal history, and that history has created associations and ideas in the 

ublic mind which no responsible legislator can ignore. Municipal institutions, 
ike all other institutions, are a matter of growth. Our municipal institutions, 
though English in their origin, have taken a firm root in the Indian mind, 
because they are so entirely in accordance with our ancient institutions, the 
panchayet system and the village communities, Any violent change involvin 
a disturbance of these institutions along the lines in which they are noanabeaied 
to move would be a shock to popular feeling which no Legislature can ignore. 
I should be false to myself and to my representative character if 1 did not say 
from my place in this Council that the proposals of the Government of India as 
regards the reduction of the number of Commissioners, and especially as regards 
the strength of the representative element, have excited the deepest alarm and 
apprehension in the public mind. We argue somewhat in this way—it may be 
that we argue in our ignorance or in our innocence—but the line of argument 
we adopt is somewhat as follows:—If it is considered necessary to cut 
down talk by reducing the number of Commissioners, why apply the pruning- 
knife to the elected branch of the Corporation and keep intact the number of 
nominated Commissioners? The nominated Commissioners can talk just as 
much and just as eloquently and sometimes just as tediously as the elected 
Commissioners, as my hon’ble friend Mr. Oldham will be able to say. If the 
object be to curtail talk, there ought to be a reduction all round ; but instead of 
that, it is the elected élement alone that is to be cut down. 

* Distasteful as the reduction of the number is, it is the curtailment of the 
elected element in the Corporation, while the number of official and nominated 
Commissioners remains the same, which has filled the community with alarm 
and astonishment. Here again the orders of the Government of India involve 
a violent disturbance of the municipal traditions of Calcutta. Ever since the 
Corporation has been reorganized upon a opular basis, the rate-payers have 
enjoyed the right of electing two-thirds of the entire Corporation. Sir Richard 
Temple was indeed prepared to go further. He was willing to raise the 
proportion of elected Commissioners to three-fourths of the entire number, if the 
Legislature agreed to fix the number of Commissioners to be elected by the 
different nationalities. The matter again came up for consideration in 1888, 
when the municipal 7 haga 3 of Calcutta was revised. There were two 
conflicting proposals. Mr. Irving, representing the Trades Association, moved 
in this Council for the reduction of the number of Commissioners to 60 
and the representative element to one-half. Babu Kalinath Mitter moved 
that the number be raised to 80 and that three-fourths of the entire 
number be elected by the rate-payers. The Government objected to both 
the proposals and the spokesmen of the Government were Sir Henry Harrison 
and the late Mr. Colman Macaulay. Sir Henry Harrison observed :— 

“7 ‘I think we ought to follow the old lines as laid down in the Bill, which allows two- 

“ thirds of the Commissioners to be elected by the Wards, and I therefore trust the Council will 
on the fullest consideration adhere to the proposals before them in the Bill.’ 





“You must not imagine that the arguments of Sir Henry Harrison were 
upon mere sentimental considerations, or that he was actuated by the 
mere desire to preserve what is old. What he said in effect was this—that if 
the number wus reduced and if the elected element was reduced to one-half, 
the business would suffer, for it would be difficult to get the European Com- 
missioners to attend. He, therefore, objected to Mr. Irving’s proposal, not on 
sentimental but on practical grounds of the highest moment. Let me in this 
connection quote the remarks of Mr, Colman Macaulay, who for many years was 
Secretary to Government in charge of the Municipal Department, and afterwards 
became Chief Secretary :— ; 

‘I oppose’ the amendment of the Hon'ble Mr. Irving on the ground that it involves the 
contraction of both the principle of election and that of representation.’ 

“ Again :— 

‘I think that, looking to the experience we have had of the working of the elective 
system as a whole, we should be fully justified, were we in the position of our predecossors, 
the legislators of 1876, in taking the Proportion of two-thirds elected by the rate. 
payers. For this reason I will eértainly oppose my friend the Hon’ble Mr. Irving’s 
amendment,’ 

“It is now proposed to undo the past, to discard the lessons of the past, and 
to deprive the rate-payers of Calcutta of the proportion of representation which 
they have hitherto enjoyed with the full concurrence ‘of the Government 
since 1876, and which even Sir Alexander Mackenzie did not want to deprive 
them of If the object be to Strengthen European representation, surely it is 
not necessary to curtail Indian representation in the Corporation. There are 
the European wards which may elect European representatives ; there are the 
special European constituencies which may return, European members; and 
there is the Government with its reserve power of nomination which ma appoint 
European Commissioners. I have a complaint to make against the biccecean 
community and the Government in this matter. The European community has 
not availed themselves of the opportunity created for them by the Govern- 
ment, and the Government has not exercised the power it possesses of balancing 
inadequate European representation, If the Government and the European 
community had done their duty in the matter, the complaint of inadequate 
European representation would never have been heard. And surely a law 
cannot be said to have failed when it has not been fairly tried. This is 
what Sir Henry Harrison said in 1888 from his place in this Council :-— 

‘And then as regards the power of nomination this gives a power which the Government 
has never used to the fullest extent. It has never go used the power of nomination exclusively 


to strengthen the motive power in the Corporation, and this ought to be tried before the 
fundamental proportions are changed,’ 


“ But, Sir, it has been said that the reduction in the proportion of the elected 
element in the Corporation follows the Bombay. model. The words used are 
that ‘the Bombay model is faithfully reproduced except as regards numbers,’ 
Here, again, I am constrained to dispute the position of the Government. But 
if it were otherwise ; if the proposals of the Government involved a faithful 
imitation of the Bombay’ model, which they do not, even then I should be dis. 
osed to object. What im we got to do with the Bombay municipal system ? 
he municipal history of Bombay is different from ours. Its traditions are 
not our traditions. We are proud of our municipal system, the product of the 
wisdom and statesmanship of distinguished Bengal Civilians. It is yer 
much in advanee of the Bomba system. In Bombay only one-half of the 
members of the Corporation are elected by the rate- ayers; here in the Calcutta 
ration two-thirds of the members are returne by the rate-payers. In the 
municipalities in the interior of the Bombay Presidency only one-half of the 
membors are elected; in our municipalities in the interior two-thirds of the 
members are elected. In the Bombay Presidency as a rule, the municipalities 
in the moffasil do not elect their Chairmen jin Bengal as a rule they elect their 
Chairmen. Are we to be deprived of a prseicins right which we have learnt 
to value and to cherish merely to satisfy the demands of logica precision ? Logic 
is @ great’ art, but it searcely enters into the calculations of the legislator. If. 
it is illogical to have two-thirds of elected representatives in the Corporation 
and only one-third in the General Committee, why not meet the requirements 
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of logic by raising the proportion of elected members to two-thirds of the 
entire body in the General Committee ? If the demands of logical neces- 
sity may be satisfied by a downward as well as by an upward movement, 
why prefer the downward movement ? Is that consistent with the dignity 
and the statesmanship of the Government of India? As a dissenting member 
of the Select Committee, I have recorded a strong protest against the intro- 
duction of the Bombay system. But ifthe Bombay system is to be forced 
upon us, let us have the system in its entirety, with its good and bad features, 
with its defects as well as its points of excellence. I venture, however, 
to challenge the position that we have a faithful reproduction of the Bombay 
system in the proposal of the Government which I am now considering. Let 
us examine the facts :— 

‘There are 72 Commissionersin the Bombay Corporation, elected and nomi- 
nated, as follows—36 elected at the ward elections, 16 elected by the Justices, 
2 elected by the Chamber of Commerce, 2 elected by the University, and 16 
appointed by the Government. The wards, I think, we may fairly take it, 
are Indian constituencies; the University and the Justices are also Indian cons- 
tituencies ; the bulk of the Justices and the bulk of the Fellows being Indians, 
There are 572 Justices, of whom 335 are Indians; theraare 342 Fellows of 
whom 208 are Indians. Therefore we have this fact, that the wards are Indian 
constituencies, the Justices and the University are Indian constituencies ; and 
these three constituencies between them return 54 out of 72 Commissioners, 
or three-fourths of the entire Corporation. Will that be the case in connection 
with the constitution of the Calcutta Corporation under the ordersof the Govera- 
ment of India? I say no; and I am sure you will say no, when you have heard 
me. The Calcutta Corporation, asit will be reconstituted in accordance with the 
proposals of the Government of India, will consist of members who will be 
nominated and elected as follows :—25 Commissioners will be elected by the 
rate-payers, 10 will be returned by special constituencies, and 15 will be 
nominated by the Government. The 25 Commissioners elected at the ward 
elections willbe Indians; I take it that they will be Indians, though I don’t think 
they will all be Indians; for the European wards, after this unhappy strife, 
will make serious efforts to return European representatives; but I will tuke:it 
for argument’s sake that the 24 elected Commissioners will be representative 
of fohien interests, The 10 members returned by the special constituencies will - 
be Europeans, and the 15 appointed by the Government will be representative 
of interests other than those of the Indian rate-payers. Thus ina Corporation of 
fifty members, with the official Chairman, the repregentutivesiof the rate-payers 
willbe in a minority, and if the European wards return European representatives, 
the popular element will be in a hopeless minority. In the: Becibay Corporation 
the representatives of the Indian rate-payers are in a majority ; in the Caleutta 
Corporation, as it is now about to be reconstituted, the representatives of the 
Indian rate-piyers will be in a minority, and perhaps in a Carle adaaay: Is 
this, I ask, a faithful reproduction of the Bombay system ? 

“Let us fora momentexamine the bearing of this important. change 
upon the broad principles of Local Self-Government, What is: Local Sell. 
Government but the administration of local affairs by the representatives. 
of the. local public? But what becomes of Local Self-Government when 
the representatives of the people are reduced to, a hopeless minority— 
to a condition of pitiable importence—in the body that. controls. the 
municipal affairs of the town? And what. is the justification for these. far- 
reaching changes? No charge of inefficiency has been. brought against the 
Corporation of Calcutta. On the contrary, eminent Lieutenant-Governors-have 
testified to the ability and zeal of the Commissioners and to, thecontinued. success: 
of municipal administration in Calcutta, Sir Henry Fowler, speaking: from. 
his place in the House of Commons, observed in February last that he discovered: 
no evidence of the break-down of the system. Iam. bound to say that the Bill 
as now revised by the Select Committee isdistinetly worse and.more retrograde) 
than the Bill submitted in April last, That. Bill vested) the power of: 
the purse in the representatives of the people. ‘The deliberation of. 
_-questions also belonged to them. All this power and authority, will now be: 
* gone. They will not control finance or regulate expenditure. The rates.and. 
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taxes will not be fixed by them. Their voice will be impotent for good or evil. 
The Hindu and Muhammadan rate-payers pay the bulk of the taxes, but their 
representatives will have no hand in determining how they are to be spent. 

e result will be disastrous to the ends of economical administration. It is a 
universal truth, confirmed by the experiendé of riatikind, that the strongest secu- 
rity ofghe public purse is its control vested in the representatives of the rate- 
payers. When you have to spend other people’s money you are apt to be extra- 
vagant, When you "ame your own money you have the strongest motives to 
be economical, and the successful administration of the finances of the Calcutta 
Corporation is a conspicuous example of the truth of this remark. When it is 
borne in mind that finance is the backbone of every form of administration, 
municipal or otherwise, I have no hesitation in saying that it is a perilous 
experiment to deprive the representatives of therate-payers of that financial 
control which they have hitherto excreised, with so much credit to themselves 
and benefit to the public. 

“T have just a word or two tu say with regard to the constitution of the 
General «Committee as it will be affected by the orders of the Government of 
India. The constitution of the General Committee has been tho subject of 
considerable criticism both here and in England. I cannot say that the alter- 
ations proposed by the Government of India in the smallest degree help the 
rate-payers or improve their position. In the Bill, as originally revised by the 
Select Committee, the representatives of the rate-payers-on the General Com- 
mittee were four in number out of a total of twelve. In the Bill, as further 
revised by the Select Committee, the number is still four. Of the twelve mem- 
bers of the General Committee, eight indeed will be elected by the Corporation, 
four being appointed by the Government. But these eight members are to be 
elected in accordance with the constituent elements of the electoral body, con- 
sisting of elected and nominated Commissioners in equal proportions, and this 
has been interpreted to mean that of the eight Commissioners to be elected by 
the Corporation, four are to be elected and four are to be nominated Com- 
missioners. Thus, Sir, as inthe Corporation , so also in the General Committee, 
the representatives of the rate-payers will be in a hopeless minority. 

“These are the observations which I desire to make on the letter of the 
Government of India: I would now call attention to the terms of my 
amendment. I am sure the Council will consider my amendment to be — 
reasonable, having regard to the important nature of the changes proposed. 
Probably my hon’ble friendin charge of the Bill will say that there are 
only two orthree questions which have to be considered, viz., the constitution of 
the Corporation, tho constitution of the General Committee and of the Special 
Committees. These in themselves would be questions of sufficient importance 
to need careful cousideration. But that is not all. LI would refer the hon’ble 
Member in'charge of the Bill to paragraplis 7 and 8 of the letter of the Govern- 
ment, from which it will appear that the Government is of opinon that Sir 
Alexander Mackenzie’s Billis not‘in accordance with the bedatt principles of 
Local Self-Government, and the whiole Bill will have to be cosidered in the 
light of those principles. The Government of India say :-~ 

. In the course of the passage of the Bill through its various stagés, mtich criticism has 
been bestowed upon it from many quarters; and, while a good deal of this criticism has 
been’ of only anand value and has rested upon no solid foundation; the Government of 
India have been led, after a careful and independent investigation, to think that there are 
features in Sir Alexander Mackenzie’s Bill which aré not in entire accordance with the 
prinviples just laid down and which might not‘in practice ensure’ that amicable anil patriotic 
c0* ion of all parties in the future mimidipal government of the city whivh is essential 
to its efficient administration:’ 

“J would in this connéction call attention 'to pati graph’ 20 of the letter of 
the Government of India regarding the constitution of Committees and Sib: 
Committess, This’ is‘a mutter of cdnsiderable difficulty and réqaires muh 
caréfil thought. This is whut the Governmient say ;— 

“T am also to suggest that it might be desirdble to lay, down rules for the he trate of 
the Spoual Coniinittées and Sub-Committees which would scours their being tra Y representa. 

tive, in respbet’ of their constituent elerienta, of the Corporation or Genéral Committee 
appointing them.: The provisiong regarding’the niaking of rdles and byo-laws for the conduct 
A pec, Pani Special Committees and Sub: Committees’ under sedtibis 89A. and 590, ing 
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connection with sections 595 and 597, might be extended to include their constitution in 
general agreement with the principles already laid down. It might not be necessary or 

feasible for all such Special Committees:and Sub-Committees to be homogenous in constitu- 

tion with the body appointing them; but it is clear that in some cases at least such 

homogeneity alone would secure efficiency and obviate friction.’ 


“TI therefore hope that Your Honour’s Government will see its way togecept 
my motion. A few weeks’ delay in the passing of this Bill will not be time 
wasted, if it gives the public an opportunity for considering a measure of this 
magnitude and importance. 

‘‘Ido not know that I should be justified in further detaining the Council. 
His Excellency the Viceroy has expressed the hope that there may now be a 
truce to all dissension, and he has appealed to our patriotism t> vindicate the’ 
cause of Local Self-Government in the capital of the Indian Empire. An 
appeal addressed to our patriotism, coming from so exalted an authority and 
from a Viceroy whose utterances have been 80 sympathetic, is bound to make 
a deep impression upon our minds. But a higher patriotism —the love that 
we owe to our country, the duty that binds us to the Government—demands that 
we should raise our voices in terms of earnest protest and remonstrance against 
proposals which are inconsistent with the wisdom and the policy of the 
Government. and will wreck the best prospects of Local Self-Government in 
the capital of the Indian Empire. How can we vindicate Local Self-Govern- 
ment, when Local Self-Government will be at an end! How can there be 
any amicable co-operation on our part when a cherished institution is laid 
low to the ground! We have learnt to value Local Self-Government. We love 
it; we cherish it; the fond devotion of a people clings to it. It has stimu- 
lated our public spirit. It has inspired us with a sense of responsibility and 
that moderation which never fails to follow in the train of res nsibility. It 
is a noble seminary of popular and political education. Wo have derived 
from it inestimable benefits, and we desire to transmit it, .unsullied and. 
unimpaired to our children’ and our children’s children. With such an 
aspiration the Government of this country must sympathize. Far be it from 
us to wish to exclude our European fellow-citizens from their legitimate share 
in the administration of our municipal affairs. Their interests and our interests 
are in many respects common. But they cannot wish us to: be Uitlanders in 
the city of our birth. We shall indeed be worse than Uitlanders; for the 
Uitlanders never had the franchiso—we are to be deprived of the franchise 
that we possessed. It has always been the crowning glory of the British 
Government never to withdraw a privilege which it has once conferred. There , 
have no doubt been temporary aberrations, like the eccentricities of the 
planets ; but the Government has soon resumed its steady career of beneficence 
and progress. I trust, Sir, it will be our high privilege to be able to associate 
Your Honour’s administration and that of His Excellency the Viceroy, if not 
with the expansion, at any rate with the preservation of an institution which 
while it has contributed to the sanitary improvement of Calcutta, has stimulated 
the public life of the people and has helped the cause of popular and political 
education which it is one of the avowe objects of the Government of India 
to foster and to promote. ; : 


The Hon’ble Mr. Mackenzie said :—“ May it please Your Honour,—I rise, 

Sir, to oppose the amendment proposed by the Hon’ble Babu Surendranath 
Banerjee on the ground that postponement will make it impossible to pass the 
Bill this session, and I consider it detrimental to the best interests of Calcutta 
that legislation should be longer delayed. In the Note of Dissent, signed by 

two Hon’ble Members of the Select Committee, and largely referred to by the 

Government of India in their recommendations to the overnment of Bengal, 

complaint is made that ‘ The Bill, as amended, makes little or no change in the 

constitutional part of the Bill as originally introduced, and that only as regards 

two matters has any concession been made in this part of the Bill, and the last 

of these concessions is nullified by the powers reserved to the Government.’ 

From that view, Sir, I differ entirely. I find that very considerable changes 

have been made by the Select Committee, and, but for ‘ powers reserved to 
the Government, *I have no hesitation in saying that I for one would not be 
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in the position I am in of being able to give my vote in support of the measure. 
Governnient control, eirorei< ts an oo only to be Secaglas into play on 
great occasions, and cannot be called upon for every-day purposes. In my 
opinion, Sir, the only practical way to increase the ‘motivo power’ in the 
proceedings of the Corporation would be to largely increase the powers of 
the Chairman, empowering him to do, and holding him responsible for doing, 
all the ordinary work of the town; the General Committee acting as an 
udvisory or consultative Board, the main body of the Commissioners being 

to a quasi-legal function. T'o restore to the Corporation the power 
of electing the high officers of the city merely opens a door for canvassing and 
jobbery, which has not been wanting in the past. 

“To this extent, Sir, 1 have to deprecate the action of the Select Com- 
mittee in their dealings with the Bill As to the necessity for the intro- 
duction of radical changes, there can be no reasonable doubt; but if doubt 
did exist, perusal of the letter from the Government of Bengal to.the Govern- 
ment of India, dated 7th March, 1898, would dispel it. Much capital has 
been made in various quarters, in which the Bill is opposed, of ‘the blow 
at the root of Local Self-Government.’ Perasal of the ‘precis of opinions’ 
(Papers 2 to 35) will show that this is the universal ‘war cry’ of the 

nents of the Bill at their public meeti in the Town Hall, and in each 
of the several ‘Wards’; and more astonishing still it presents itself as the 
‘bogey’ of the Government of India in its recent correspondence with the 
Local Government regarding the Bill.: Speaking of these public meetings, 
I may say that there is nothing to show that the same set of people were not 

resent at each and all of these meetings, whipped up to constitute themselves, 
for the time being, political agitators to swell the importance of the opposition. 
In fact, Sir, in Paper No. 7, we find one of the Wards (No. 8) appointing by 
‘ Resolution’ ns to the number of 79 to attend the public meeting 
held at the Town Hall on 81st August, 1898, But, Sir, be that as it may, 
this Bill, as its title indicates and as its provisions show, is distinctly a 
Calcutta Municipal Bill, and for my purt, I have never seen or heard any- 
thing quoted to controvert the arguments addaced by Mr, Risley in his 
speech in this Council Chamber on 4th April, 1898—that the argument 
as to its being the death-blow to Local Self-Government in Calcutta is 
absurd for the reason that one of the chief limitations of the Govern- 
ment of India’s Resolutions on the subject of Local Self-Government 
is ‘that it does not apply to Presidency towns,’ Now, Sir, when I first 
read the Government of India’s letter No. 93, dated Simla, 17th June, 
1899, addressed to the Bengal Government and read in page 7 of that 
letter, the reference to ‘the broad principles of Local Self-Government already 
conceded’; and again in paragraph 21 of the said letter where it refers to 
the necessity to ‘vindicate the wisdom of the decision that 23 years 
ago first accorded the privileges of Local Self-Government to the Capital of the 
Indian Empire,’ it occurred to me that either the Government of India or this 
Council been seriously misled, and I set myself to enquire into the matter, 
with the result that I find the Government of Bengal never so much as. asked 
for or recommended Local Self-Government for the Capital of the Indian 
Empire ; and that its application to that Capital was expressly excluded by the 
Government of India’s own Resolution No. 17, dated 18th May, 1882, para- 
graph 4, from which I quote as follows:— 

‘ Meantime, however, it will be convenient that the Governor General in Council should 
explain somewhat more fully than he has hitherto done, the general mode in which he would 
wish to see effect given to the principles of Local Self-Government throughout British India 
outside the Presidency towns.’ 

“But, Sir, of course the reference tv the concession having been made 
23 years ago, shows that while the Resolution of the Government of India, 
dated 18th May, 1882, expressly excludes Presidency towns, we have the 
somewhat phenomenal position presented to us of what is expressly forbidden 
in the present having been conceded in the past. To examine the position 28 

ears ago, one has to go back to the Proceedings in this Council extending 
fe December, 1874, to April, 1876, and from a careful perusal of the record . 
of the debates on the measure at that time before the Council, I have come to 
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the conclusion that, as regards Local Self-Government said then to have been 
conceded, the most ever asked for by fhe late Hon’ble Babu Kristo Das Pal, to 
quote his own words, on 3rd April, 1875, was— 

“Tf it was advisable to give the citizens of Caloutta the right of Self-Government, they 
ought to have it fully and unreservedly. But then the question would arise, suppose the 
elective system be conceded, should the Chairman be elected by the representatives of the 
town, or should his appointment rest with the Government ? Now there could be no thorough 
elective system unless the Chairman’s appointment were also made elective,’ &e., &e. i 


“Then on 26th February, 1876, the late Hon’ble Babu Kristo Das Pal 
spoke as follows :— 
‘The rate-payers of Calcutta could not but be grateful to His Honour the President for 
the liberal announcement he bad made in announoing that he was willing to give them the 
rivileges of Self-Government ; but they wanted a reality, and the question was whether the 
Bil, as framed by the majority of the Select Committee, gave a reality. With one voice the 
rate-payers had declared that it was not a reality; that it could not bea reality so long as 
the main-spring would be in the hands of Government, and that it could not therefore be 
looked upon as a boon or a blessing.’ 


“This, Sir, by one of the first, if not the first, native gentleman to agitate 
for Local Self-Gevernment, and he recognises (1) the impossibility of conceding 
the principle; and (2) the fact that it had not been conceded. His Honour the 
President’s answer to the latter quotation was as follows:— 

‘It is perfectly true, as has been stated by three Hon’ble Members, that I never 
promised to give the Caleutta community an elective system without Government control, and 
on 27th November last, I promised an elective system on condition of a certain limited 
Government control.’ 


‘The most, Sir, that the then Lieutenant-Governor ever suggested con- 
ceding, was a restricted principle of election, but no Bill since ed has 
suggested depriving them of that. Therefore, I submit, Sir, to say that, 
twenty-three years ago the privileges of Local Self-Government were first 
accorded to the Capital of the Indian Empire is an error which it is impossible 
to conceive the Government of India have fallen into. Then, Sir, as to the 
meetings held in each of the ‘ Wards.’ What are these Wards, and what 
their importance as representing public opinion? Are they important political 
divisions, such for example as Westminster; Or are they, as I suppose, 
simply thanas or divisions for . police administration er and such like? 
It is a fallacy to suppose that the body of rate-payers take any real interest 
in the present system, or that the present Commissioners truly represent 
them. This point was brought out by Mr. Risley in his able speech 
in this he. Chamber on the 19th March, 1898, when he showed that 
on the statistics of the ward elections of 1895 the registered electors amount 
to only two per cunt. of the total population of Calcutta, and the figures of the 
1898 election show an exactly similar result. Does such a result show that the 
privilege is as much cherished as the agitators would have it believed to be? 
he so-called ‘ boon’ in reality has been mainly prized by those who sit as 
Commissioners and by their followers—not by the mass of the people who 
know or care little or nothing about it. I find the following to be an analysis 
of opinions ‘For’ and ‘Against’ the Bill:— 

‘ For (1) Oentral National Muhammadan Association ; (2) Bengal Chamber of 
Commerce and its allied associations; (3) so and Anglo-Indian Defence Association ; 
(4) Calcutta ‘'rades Association ; (5) Imperial glo-Indian Association. 

« Against (1) Bengal National Ohamber of Commeroe ; (2) Indian Association; (3) nine 
so-called “public meetings,” held between 31st August, 1898, and loth March, 1899; (4) 
four “ ward” meetings held between same dates.’ 


‘What Caleutta requires, Sir, is representation of interests, not races. 
Commerce made Calcutta. By commerce, I mean European commerce, and 
by that Calcutta has existed, and will continue to exist. The history of 
Calcutta shows it to have been little more than a mud bank until European 
nierchants settled there. ‘The present Bengali population who clamour for 
the Government of Caleutta are not for the most part natives of the place, 
but have been attracted to it. As long, therefore, as Calcutta dy a 
prominent position in relation to the commerce of the world, so long have 
the representativesof Commerce a right to demand that they shall have 
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a preponderating voice in the Municipal Government. This principle is 
met by the present. proposal of the Government of India, and in this view 
it has the support of the important interests which I have the honour to re- 
present on this Council. 

‘The interests of Government and of Foreign Commerce are more import- 
ant than all other interests put together, and ought consequently to be at 
least equally represented. It has been a matter of common complaint that 
Europeans have not hitherto attended and shared in the municipal administra- 
tion of thecity. _The reply to this has been—and I would now beg to reiterate 
it—that while European merchants can and will find time to attend business 
functions, they will not give their time to functions where talk is the order of 
the day, and in which in the matter of arriving at any practical conclusion, they 
are in a hopeless minority. Under the provisions of the new Bill, I honestly 
believe they will attend and do good work. As an indication of this, I may be 
omen to say that at the ie general meeting of the Chamber, held in 

ebruary last, special reference was made by the President and other promi- 
nent Members, to the Bill now before the Council, and of the necessity there 
would be, and the opportunity which would occur, for members of the mercan- 
tile community interesting themselves in the election of representatives of the 
Chamber on the Municipality under the new Act. It was then suggested, and 
the suggestion has been adopted, that under the new Act the Vice-President of 
the Chamber should generally be nominated to the General Committee. The 
Chamber of Commerce, in common with the other European bodies, are looking 
to the Bill being passed this session, and I trust, Sir, that you may see fit to 
direct the Council to see that in this they are not disappointed, and that the 
amendment favouring further postponement may be negatived.” 


The Hon'ble Mr: Apcar said:—‘‘I take this opportunity to thank you Sir, 
for having acceded to my request in part, and adjourned the Council on 
Saturday last. The time gained has been a help to me; at the same time I 
feel it to be due to myself to say that it has been insufficient to do justice to 
myself. The intervening day being Sunday, I have not been able to utilise it 
to obtain the papers I have wanted from the Municipal Office. I have been 
wholly occupied, siuce the adjournment on Saturday, up to the time when I left 
for the Council Chamber, collecting material for my speech, and putting together 

apers to which I wish to refer to-day. I have been hurried to a degree, and I 

eel conscious that I shall take up more time to-day than if I had been allowed 
more time for consideration. I wish very distinctly to say that I am “not pre- 
pared to make my speech. 

“Before | enter into any discussion, however, it will be unbecoming on my 
part not to pay a tribute to the hard work done in this Council by my prede- 
cessor, particularly in regard to the present Bill before us. I now turn 
to speak on the Motion moved by my hon’ble friend, which reads as follows :— 

‘That this Bill be referred back to the Select Committee for further consideration, with 
eae? to the correspondence between the Government of India and the Government of 

en, . 

“The pronouncement by the Supreme Government of their views on the 
subject of this measure has been waited for with anxiety, for those who are 
apposed to its principles were not without hope that, coming to the consideration 
of the question with an open mind, and being intimately acquainted with the 
conditions of popular and representative institutions, His Excellency would not 
entirely favour the strange and startling changes that are proposed to be made 
in the constitution of the Corporation of Calcutta. Now that the letter of the 
Government of India has been published, it forms a notable and eloquent 
addition to the literature on the subject. I heartily support the desire 
expressed in it that there might be an end to the dissensions that have been 
created by the Municipal Bill. The fair promise that seemed to underlie 
portions of that letter has not been realised in the suggestions conveyed by it, 
dn such courteous terms, io the Local Government, and while I am thankful for 
small mercies, I must plainly say that dissatisfaction with regard to the 
‘measure is in no degree allayed by the fresh proposals that now are made, 
‘The main feature of the new recommendations is the reduction of the elected 
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members from 50 to 25, the nominated members being maintained at 25, and 
the reduction being obtained by having only one member for each ward instead 
of, a8 now, two members, I have more than one objection to this proposal. I 
shall first mention the one which brings into prominence the flaw that, as it 
seems to me, runs through the Bill in so serious a degree—the omission by 
the framers of the Bill to consult those with intimate practical experience of the 
administration. It surely cannot be intended that no Muhammadan shall be 
elected? Yet the reduction of the members, as proposed, will tend to bri 
about that result, The Muhammadans will practically be disenfranchised. 
They will, it is true, continue to have the power to vote, but it will be a vain 
and useless labour to exercise that power in favour of their co-religionists. All 
the Muhammadan Commissioners elected at the last election came in second on 
the poll, with a single er agp who himself has told me that his position on 
the voting was largely due to Hindu support, for their votes were shared by 
him with his Hindu colleagues, and he further expressly asked me to 
represent in the Council that, if there is to be only one member, the election 
will assuredly be fought out on class lines; that it is inevitable that in his ward 
all the Hindu votes jwill be cast for a Hindu, it will be a Hindu who will 
be elected over a candidate belonging to any other community, and that the 
same result will be experienced in every ward now returning a Mahammadan 
representative. I think that to exclude Muhammadans from election would 
cause a real hardship to that community, as I shall later endeavour more fully 
to explain. 

lephe reason given for reducing the number of eleeted Commissioners is 
to make it more in proportion with the number of the voters. In examining the 
number of representatives with reference to the number of voters, the Munici- 

ality cannot be compared with a political body. I urgently ask consideration 
be what I have to say. In a political assembly you have large issues dis- 
cussed, which affect not individuals merely, but groups of persons. If for 
political purposes, votes be given to persons who are capable, or are su 
to be capable of understanding the burning question of the hour, the views 
held by such persons may comprise the views of all who need be considered, 
and their votes may give a proper and sufficient representation of a locality. 
Not so the 50 elected Commissioners. They do not represent their wards in 
the Parliamentary sense. Not the least important one of a Ward Ooimmis- 
sioner’s duties is the inspection of his ward. And both Ward Commissioners 
serve a useful purpose in this respect. But this is by no means all. He is not 
elected only to represent the views which may be entertained by the voters 
in his constituency or any group of them. With regard to large issues, your 
ecessor in office, Sir, as well as his spokesman in this Council, eulogised 
the Municipality for the manner in which they treat large issues. Sir 
aarre Mackenzie, even in his Entally speech, expressly admitted this. 
He said:— 

‘The Municipalii I am afraid, many shorteomings to answer for. Bat I 
say this, that hae pons been one to prey sa it has Pw aie Sua a re 
backward in sanctioning money for either water-supply or drainage.’ 

“Again, Mr. Risley, in his reply, in the debate in Council, said— 

‘No one denies that much has been done, and a great deal of money spent. I havo every 
wish to do ample justice, and I admit that it is in their dealings wit large issues that we 
see the Commissioners at their best.’ 

“So that there can be no reason to cut down the number of elected Com- 
missioners because of any party feeling about what is the more im 
business of their administration. The Administration touches the every-day 
life of each of the inhabitants, and particularly so inthe crowded and poorer 

arts of the town, which lie in the northern quarter and in the suburbs. A 
ard Commissioner represents the whole of the inhabitants of his Ward in a 
special sense, for his duties may lie with any individual among them, and so 
his representative character may be said to be, in effect, based on universal 
suffrage, and not only with regard to the voters in his constituency. ‘Those 
who have votes tay have common cause of laint with those who have no 
votes. But the su — of the poor are widely different often to the 
A&periences of their well-to-do neighbours, While, those who are in good 
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circumstances can moke their voices heard erat reer! of the Ward Commis- 
sioners, the poorer classes cannot do so. And the Muhammadans are among 
the poorest of the inhabitants of Calcutta. I do not exaggerate the melancholy 
truth when I say that the record of the Municipal Executive is detestable. 
It is the poorer inhabitants who are harassed by them most; it is the poorer 
inhabitants who need help most. The system of Municipal Administration 
that the Government have im their wisdom given them, has taught them td go 
to their Ward Commissioners for assistance. And, further, there can be not a 
shadow of a doubt that the knowledge that each Ward Commissioner has a 
voice in the administration of the Municipality is an effective form of protec- 
tion from the subordinate staff. Permit me to quote Sir Henry Harrison in 
my support on the question of the usefulness of the elected Commissioners. 
In enumerating the gain to Municipal Administration on the elective system, 
he said:— . 


‘Fourthly, the elective system has been successful in this, that people know that they 
have a Commissioner who represents them, and when they have a complaint, if it is not 
immediately attended to by the Hxecutive, they appeal to get the assistance of their 
Commissioner. his has some beneficial results; it causes some degree of self-reliance in 
the people when they know that they have someone to whom they can go if they do not get 
immediate redress,’ 


“Sir Henry Harrison was stating facts that were the outcome of his ex peri- 
ence so far back as 1888. Ten years have passed, events have developed, and 
the poor people have learned to rely more and more on the assistance of their 
Ward Commissioners, and they will feel the withdrawal of the practical support 
of the Ward Commissioner the more now, and it will cause discontent which 
need not be raised. In dealing with this particular matter I have touched upon 
a wider aspect than that affecting the Muhammnadans, You, Sir, cannot have 
failed to observe, I am sure, that my comments have a bearing upon the posi- 
tion of native elected Commissioners generally, and not only about elected 
Muhammadan Commissioners, and also upon the largerissue of the new constitu- 
tion that is proposed, which completely deprives the general body of Commis- 
— from an effective and direct voice in the administration of the Munici- 
pality. 

“ x My hon’ble friend, Babu Surendranath Banerjee, has relieved me of 
the task of quoting the speech of Mr. Colman Macaulay who was Chief Secre- 
tary to the Local Government and a Member of the Council when the Act of 
1858 was passed. It will be seen how he regarded the reduction of the numbers 
to 60 as being a contraction of the principles both of election and of represen- 
tation. Here it is preposed io contract the principle of election only, and to 
a greater degree than was proposed in the amendment which he opposed, It 
will also be observed how emphatically he spoke of the success of the elective 
system. 

eee? The Select Committee who reported on the Act of 1888 advised on the 
question of the nominated Commissioners, that out of the 25 nominated Com- 
missioners the Chamber of Commerce and other bodies should be given the right 
to nominate 10 members. The Lieutenant-Governor of the day, Sir Steuart 
Bayley, one of the most experienced of Your Honour’s predecessors, with great 
knowledge of the Province and of the European non-official world of Calcutta, 
in replying to an amendment of the Muhammadan Member of the Council that 
the omscusone should retain the nomination of the whole 25 members in 
their own hands, said :— 


‘To come back to this particuler point my own position is this, The proposal of 
the Select Committee will have the effect of whittling away to a certain extent the power of 
the Local Government in regard to making nominations, and for that reason I shall vote 
for it. I think that as time goes on, it will probably be found more and more possible to 
keep down the proportion of nominations left in the hands of the Government; but at the 
same time I am not insensible of the objections which have been brought forward to the 
proposals of the Select Committee as to their particular distribution. There is something 
in what was said that there is no guarantee that these bodies, whatever they may represent 
to-day, will represent the same interests hereafter. And if you once stereotype the particu- 
lar distribution, you will have to go through a long and disagreeable process to alter it. At 
the same time the Select Committee have given the subject serious thought; and I am not 
sure that any better proposal can be made. It would be unseemly for me at least to vote ° 





or bringi 
not the aigitedt wish to influence any Hon’ble Member from voting as he 

“Tt will be observed that Sir Steuart Bayley was not so much impressed with 
the idea of the overwhelmning necessity for special representation of commer- 
cial interests as something apart from the ordinary and general interest of rate- 

yers, and I shall show that he had a better appreciation of the situation 
than’ has later prevailed. His speech is also notable for the tone of apprecia- 
tion towards the Corporation, and the progressive development that he fore- 
shadowed in holding out the prospect of the Government withdrawing more 
and more from reserving the powers of nomination. 

“J would point out also the result of the adoption of the proposal to cut 
down election—that is to say, to have only one elected Commissioner for each 
ward—will be that the number of pleces available for nomination for other 
communities will be diminished, because to redress the inequality that 
will be caused by the exclusion of Muhammadans by election, a larger number 
of them will have to be nominated. If they are to have a sufficient 
proportion of members on the Corporation, if even the whole’ number be not 
allotted to Muhammadans, the opportunity of nominating other interests 
will be most seriously curtailed; for instance, amongst others, the class of 
Hindus whom Mr. Risley so much favours—I mean those who will not submit 
themselves for election ; those who would more directly represent Government 
interest, such as the Commissioner of Police and others; those who. could be 
regarded as sanitary authorities, such as Dr. Sanders, Dr. Charles, Dr. Banks 
and others; the member for the carters, cow-keepers, washermen and. bustee- 
wallas, whom Sir Alexander Mackenzie so much fancied asa very useful addition 
to the Corporation; and that very important class, the European rate-payers— 
wil! all run the risk of being left insufficiently represented. Practically it will 
come to this—and it is important, since the Government themselves Ley such 
emphasis on the difference between the representation of the trade interest and 
that of the rate-payers—European interest will be confined to the representa- 
tives of the Chamber of Commerce, and I have known this body on one occasion 
to return one European, who was a journalist, and three Hindus, the T s 
Association, the presence of whose members I always welcome, and the Port 
Commissioners. ‘The interests of the trading communities are identical with, ° 
and are inseparably involved in those of tie European rate-payers. But it can 
be easily seen, as i shall explain later, that the interests of the mercantile firms 
are not necessarily identical with those of the rate-pavers. From my own 
observation I feel bound to say that I cannot regard representation by nomi- 
nation for Muhammadans as een as representation by election, where 
it can be obtained. It will be enough if 1 say that my reason is that there can 
be no doubt that those who are elected are in closer touch with their consti- 
tuencies, and represent them far better than those who may be nominated. 
I am sure that my hon’ble colleagues who are Muhammadans will agree with 
me that the selection by themselves of the men whom they wish to represent 
them, and the responsibility imposed on the elected Commissioners towards 
those to whom their election has been due, creates an effect, both on those who 
vote and on the candidates, that is nothing but for good, 

“The point that 1 make in these’ comments is this: The Government of 
India have said in their letter that the first ground for the new Bill is the 
failure to secure, under the present conditions, adequate representation by the 
elective system, and this, as is apparent, with special reference to the Muha- 
madans, for they have added ‘even in the native city.’ The result of the new 
proposal—an “ina eigen result I feel sure—will be to annihilate the chances 
of Muhammadans for election, We are as much liable to do harm by want of 
thought as by want of heart. On the other hand, we find that the Government 
of India have condemned in a manner so clear that we cannot lose the im 
sion of it, that the proportion of 12 on the General Committee is illogical with 
reference to 75 on the general body. If it is not intended to destroy the. elec- 
tive system, and I take it that it is not, the numbers of the elected Commis- 
* siouers should not be reduced as is proposed. And to be logical and consis- 
tent, the numbers onthe General Committee must be increased. .The Euro-, 
‘peans now number 8 electe] Commissioners. This number, I think, under the 


c 


eee e's 

Tae eevee — ; ‘ et a 
ee will be reduced to 8, They ma: , however, hold 4 seats. 
Although the Earopeans now number only 8 ahah the ward or elected Com- 
missioners, my view is that with any organization their nurfber could be raised 
to 12 or 14. I will speak from my own experience. In the year 1885 the 
Health Society was started for the sanitary reform of Calcutta. Tt was started 
by Europeans, under the auspices of Sir Henry Cunningham, but it comprised 
some native gentlemen also. One of their plans was to secure the return of 
Europeans as elected Commissioners. Amongst others, all of whom were 
successful in their elections, I was solicited to stand for election, and it was in 
this way that I came to join the Municipality. Bofore then, I had neither any 
idea nor inclination of doing so. The Health Society is dead, and I fear all 
such organizations will meet with the same fate in busy Calcutta. 


“Tf it is not to crush the elective s stem, and I do not for a moment believe 
it is, what is the purpose to be served y reducing the number? I can think of 
only two that may be intended, I take the first to be to prevent avaste of time 
by speeches. This has been dealt with y my hon’ble friend (Babu Surendra- 
nath Banerjee), and he again ‘has relieved me greatly, and I need only very 
briefly refer to that point. It would be as absurd to suppose all the 75 members 
of the Corporation speak at the meetings held throughout the year as that the 
600 and odd members of the House of Commons all speak in a single debate. 
On an average about 5 speak in one debate. The discussion is confined from 
years end to years end to only a few of the Commissioners: I think to not more 
than 14 or 16 in number. “ Any one outside this group very rarely speaks, 
I think one could very nearly guess before going to a meeting, the names of 
those who will speak. The Kuropeans take a fair share in the discussion: 
I should guess generally that my hon’ble friend here, Mr. Oldham, would be one 
of the speakers, He speaks to express his opinion. He would not speak, I am 
sure, if he thought he was only wasting time by so doing. And if he speaks, 
1 am sure he is fair-minded enough to concede to others the right to express 
their opinions. Itis not the number of persons in an assembly that occupies 
time. It depends on the individuals who may speak, and | again only am 
supporting Sir er Harrison’s view when I say that a reduction even to 40 
Commissioners would not make any appreciable differeuce in the time oceupied 
at the meetings. 


“The only other purpose I can think of that the reduction in the number 
of the Corporation is intended to serve, is to undermine the Hindu predomi- 
nance in the Corporation. That the Hindus are in a majority numerically, of 
course, cannot be denied. I am, however, going to advance a contention that 
will astonish the Council, since it is diametrically opposed to all that has been 
so confidently relied upon on the point, I say there is no Hindu predominance 
in the sense that the term is always used. I say that the other communities are 
not kept in a hopeless minority at the mectings, because the Hindus do not, asa . 
matter of fact, use their numbers to outvote them. If the Council will test the 

uestion of predominance with me I hope it will be made clear. ‘Ihe whole of 
the business of the administration is, in the first instance, dealt with in Committee 
and chiefly in the General Committee. We have it from Sir Henry Harrison 
that in his time only 5 per cent. of the items were challenged, 

“T think that it will be an advantage to give Sir Henry Harrison’s descrip- 
tion of the system of work in his own words. This is what ho said in this 
Council, when the Act of 1888 was passed :— 


‘He believed the system of work which had gradually doveloped itself in ¢he Munici- 
ity was eminently advantageons and reasonable. Of course the greatest part of the work 
must be done by the Hxecutive officers, but that “age which the members of the Corpora- 
tion were able to look into was chiefly done y Committees. Committees had no final 
power of their own, and were entirely subordinate to the Commissioners-in-meoting. The 
result was that the whole work of the Corporation was done by theso Oommittees ; but any 
ingle member of the Corporation, and the Chairmin especially, who often availed himself 
af the power, could virtually appeal from the decision of a Committee, if he chose, to the 
great body of the Oommissioners. Therefore, the Corporation, as a whole, had otically 
fallen into the position of a Court of Appeal on every great question of interest, Th 19 out 
of 20 cases the decisions of Committees on minor questions were passed without disoussion 
on the assumption that the work was done well; it was only the twenticth case that was 
fought out over again.’ 
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“My experience tells me that we have decidedly a smaller percentage now 
In the General Committee, which is by far the most important Committee of all: 
the Hindus are in antoverwhelmning majority. The Hon’ble Mr. Oldham, the 
representative of the Chamber, and of the Trades Association—one from each,— 
my hon’ble friend Prince Bakhtyar Shah, with myself, are the only non-Hindus 
out of the 18 members. In actual attendance the Hindus have a still greater 
advantage. Ifthe Hindus voted all on one side, there would be no waste of time, 
at least on their part—they would come prepared to support each other and would 
vote together, and there would be the most happy despatch of all the items of 
business. But we know that this is not what happens. There are the warmest 
discussions, and many items are hotly contested, with the Hindus on either 
side, My hon’ble friend Mr. Oldham, who is one of the most hard-working 
and regular attendants of the meetings, has again and again carried his motions 
witb the support of Hindus. Take an instance that occurred only the other 
day. My hon’ble friend to my right (Babu Surendranath Banerjee}, raised 
a question of Hindu feeling to give strength to his opposition to a resolution 
moved by myself. But I carried my motion with the support of Hindu votes, 
Again, in nothing more, to judge from Mr. Risely’s strong strictures, would 
Hindu class feeling be more observable than in the appointment of the higher 
officers of the Corporation, all of them most desirable appointments. Neverthe- 
less, since the establishment of the Corporation, no Hindu has yet been 
appointed to be the Municipal Engineer—a Hindu has never yet been appointed, 
in this country of officiating appointments, even to act for the Engineer—or to 
be the Secretary, or the Health Officer. Andit is not as if the matter had not 
been tested, There have been strong efforts made to secure the election of Hindus 
for each of the appointments I have referred to, but in not a single instance has 
it been successful. I have long thought, and I am glad of the present oppor- 
tunity of publicly declaring after a long experience of the Municipality, that the 
idea about Hindu predominance is a myth. I was speaking on this ve 
subject to an hon’ble friend, and his observation is so apt that I will, wit: 
his permission, use his expression. He replied to my question, with quick Ivish 
wit, that he had observed a predominance of Hindu intelligence, but he 
not observed their predominance in any other a I adopt this observation. 
Perhaps the predominance of.the nature my hon’ble friend mentioned ex- 
plains the situation. 

“T think that the control of the Municipal Administration by the general 
body of members serves a very useful purpose. It keeps the whole body of 
them in touch with the work that is being done, and gives many most valuable 
assistants by reason of the active help, as I in practice have personally 
found, that the system enables every Commissioner, so minded, to give to the 
more influential in the Corporation, And what is a very important consider- 
ation to those familiar with the working of the administration, it. gives recruits 
to fill the places of any that fall out of the ranks of the General Committee and 
ready to take up their work. 

‘“‘T unhesitatingly say—to use one of Sir Alexander Mackenzie’s expres- 
sions—it is abject nonsense {o assert that the system is abused. Mr. 
Risley would have you to believe that ‘the young Bengal, or new India, or 
whatever you may call them,’ as he phrases it, holds sway and that the older 
and wiser onda are ruled by them. It is not so. The contrary is the fact. It is 
the very Commissioners who have received unstinted praise from Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie, from Mr. Risley, and from our present Rulers, who by their 
experience and standing are the real leaders in the Corporation, and 
have held their positions for ten and twenty years to my own personal 
knowledge. The younger men, to my regret sometimes, and to their chagrin, 
are thrust aside and are barely listened to, unless they have something of real 
importance to say. Let me again draw attention to Sir Hepry Harrison’s 
very striking picture of the leaders of the Corporation. If it was true in 1889, 
that which he found most conspicuous ten aga ago has matured and has 
proportionately become more valuable now. He said :— . 


‘There were some persons excellently intentioned who have fretted and fumed because 
the wheels of the chariot of progress have at times tarried, but was not any progress at all 
in such a trial an almost unparalloled success ? Was it not still more ifying to reflect 


‘sustained 





Commissioners that moderation in judgment, that sonse of res msibiliiy in action 
ion, that toleration of opposition, practical sagacit which is at once th 
@ experienced administrator and the guarantee for the confidence Satemae 


Was it not a legitimate triumph that, now ¢ 
} 


efforts for the improvement of the Suburbs of 


no better course suggested itself than to make them over 
the town of Calcutta’? 

will not speak a word of commént to mar the eloquence and the impres- 
sive picture of the words that I have quoted, 
ment that the inevitable consequencd of the course which vi bape pe 
will be to throw away the result of what haa been proved to be a wise an 


mt 


statesma 


n-like policy, for those whom the 


hat the neoessity of making more 


was at lust fully reulised, 
to the same body who had reclaimed 


But I will warn the Govern- 


most value in the administration 


will assuredly not remain, It is not unfitting that I should apply to the policy 
now being adopted, in contrast to the moving eloquence of Sir Hen larrison, 


my warning in the words of the very homely 


adage. ‘It is well to make 


sure before emptying the bath, that the child is not being thrown out with the 


suds,’ 
“ey 


by seeing than 


fear that you, Sir, may think me exceedingly unfriendly, owing to the 
lurid pictures that have been painted of the meetings of the Commissioners, 
if I were to en avery strong regret, sinée ,one learns so much more 


y hearing, that you have never taken part in any of the 


i of the Municipality. And yet, in legislating on this most important 


ill, I venture to say that I 


in this 


Mr. Oldham, 


have the advantage over you, Sir, in being on my 
practically acquainted with my subject. If you, Sir, 
mber of the Corporation, you have trusty councillors 


Chamber, in the person of my hon’ble friends Mr. Baker and 


who have had sufficient experienced to enable me to refer to them. 


I can give scores of instances of the practical use of the system that requires 
confirmation of the proceedings in Committees by the General Meeting. I shall 
refer, however, to only two, and I choose them 
of my hon’ble friends, the Member in charge 


4 on’ble Mr. Baker will 
of the 


C 
sanction 


strongest supporters of the Commissioner who 


because of the presence here 
of the Bill, and Mr. Oldham. 


remember the tramway question, how at the instance 


hairman of the time, an exceeding] improvident arrangement had been 
ed by the General Committee, and how my hon’ble friend was one of the 


moved that the resolution of the 


General Committee should not be confirmed. The Chairman had not a word 


to say in support of his own motion when the 


amendment was carried with his coquneemnee- 


the fact 


that, by the action of the 


position was explained, and the 
There can be no gainsa ing 


eneral Meeting, the Corporation and’ the 


rate-payers rage & most improyident artangement, which included in 


its terms the 


ng over by the Corporation after 21 years user, the 


ty of the Tramwa Company at the rate of 140 per cent. of the 
Saplial satel to be invested: irrespective of ft 


without any enquiry 


tal. And further, Sir, as was later confirmed 


the posals could not have 
Charkber of Commerce 


the proposals on behalf 


iation of the property and 


as to what sum in truth constituted the invested capi- 


by the highest | opinion, 


been supported in law. And all the while the 
and the Trades Association were intervening to support 
that was going to work the Tram- 


of anew cae . m : 
wa Compan ’s business. Turning to on’ble Mr, Oldham, I would ask 
rf his 4 » to recall how a resolution which had been carried on his own 
motion in General Committee relating to Contract No. II of the Suburban 
Scheme. There were e neenerneng involved which the Acting Engineer, 
7 


him, on 


the high 
cacut 
the General Committee, és 
in Office, and it is not surprising to me that the 
placed before the General Committee, In 
missioner who 


noe, on leave, of the 


fo ada that material considerations had 


ngineer, had referred to in a Note as being of 
est importance, on which the directions of the General Committee , 
be-obtained. These questions had arisen owing to the unbusinesslike i. 
of the Engineer’s Department: When the inatter camo up before 
the Acting Engineer had Say up charge and was not) 


i 


ote should not have been 


General Meeting, the same Com- 
had obtained a reference back on the tramway question, 


not been before the General 


tee, The Chairman who had been absent on leave when the question 
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was before the General Committee, at once agreed with him and said that the 
matter must go back. My hon’ble friend need not have said anything, 
because there was no opposition to the motion for a reference back, but he 
felt it to be incumbent upon himself to explain that he had moved his resolution 
in Committee under a complete misapprehension. I hear on al] sides that ‘ You 
must admit ’—that ‘You cannot deny’—and other such expressions that there 
is great waste of time in these meetings, because of the constant references 
back of questions to Committees. I deny that there are constant references 
back : and I ask that when 96 and 97 per cent. of the work of Committee is 
passed without even discussion, is it right to condemn, without knowledge, from 
preconceived rotions, and without stopping to enquire whether there is not 
reason for references back in say 1 or 2 per cent. of the matters that come 
before the General Meetings ? 

“We hear much in condemnation of the proceedings of the Commissioners 
by persons who have never attended a meeting of the Corporation and possibly 
know nothing of the business of public bodies in this orin any other country. 
Let me invoke the testimony of a most highly competent critic, well versed in 

ublic affairs, whose experiences place him immeasurably above those who have 
n so ready to belittle the Corporation. At one of our meetings. in 1888, I 
remember we were honoured with a visit from no less a personage than the 
Viceroy. You, Sir, will see that, after all, I was not so very unfriendly in having 
wished that you had taken a personal part in the proceedings of the Munici- 
pality. Lord Dufferin had been some time in India, and knew many of those 
who took part in the proceedings on that day. There was a discussion 
on the budget—a more dry subject it would be hard to find to sit down 
and listen to. I remember that before His Excellency left the meeting he 
wrote a note—I saw the writing and I am very sorry that it has not been 
preserved in the archives of the a eta ga be read to the Corporation. 
am glad to say that his words have been reserved to us, for the Chair- 
man, before the close of that day’s meeting, read the note out to the meeting 
and it forms a part of the records of our Corporation. I will read from the 
proceedings of the day —28th of March, 1888 :— eo 
“The Chairman said that, before passing on to the fixing of the rates and taxes for the 
ensuing year, which was the noxt item of business, he wished. to inform the Uommissioners 
that His Excellency the Viceroy had noted the great pleasure he had derived from having 
had an opportunity to be present at their proceedings. ‘To see so many persons of position 
and intelligence, representing as they do both the European and the Native element, devoting 
their time and talents to the improvement of the town of Calcutta, was very satisfactory.’ 


Lord Dufferin gives a refutation to those detractors of the Municipality 
who speak of its members as being men of no position, who represent none but 
themselves, mere lawyers and corrupt politicians, and 1 would draw attention to 
the ring of the te that follow, because they seem to convey the strong 
impression that had been created in Lord Dufferin’s mind: — 

‘Ho must also add that he had been much struck by the orderly, practical, and dignified 
manner in which the business of the meeting had been conducted ; his best sympathies and 
good wishes would always accompany the labours of the Municipal Council and the wélfare 
of those whose affairs they administered.’ 


“The object of the changes in the law are, it is said, to induce the 
European Mercantile community to join the Corporation. I have the fullest 
sympathy with the desire to obtain them as working members. They have 

e opportunity now, but they do not use it. If they speak of waste of time 
in the General Meetings, let them learn that the work of the administration is 
done in Committees, where speechesare not made, and where they can hold 
their own, if they only will give the time that is required, and always will be 
required, whether the ae constitution is destroyed or not. My hon’ble 
friends Mr, Baker and Mr. Oldham have been able to join the General Uom- 
“mittee and attend regularly: the representatives of the mercantile and trading 
community could do the same, if onl would be willing to give the time 
that unavoidably must be required for the transaction of business. This again 
is by no means a new question, Sir Stuart Hogg expressed his opinion 
during the legislation of 1876 that they could never be got to give their time 
to the work: that they were birds-of-passage and not permanent residents 
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of the city, and as very bus men, they could not be expected to serve as 
active, members of Ay Ea ety Sir Henry Harrison, pbs ad Chairman, 
speaking after an experience almost as long as that of Sir Stuart Hogg, bore 
testimony to the same effect. There is no class of persons whom I wort wel- 
come more cordially in the Corporation, and to secure whose services I would 
be more willing to make sacrifices, if only I could think that they would be 
found to be useful and active members. . But I am convinced that it is hopeless 
to expect it, It is a most important consideration that the workin members 
should give continuous service for a series of years. We have Hinds Com- 
missioners, whose homes are here, who haye continuously for 20 or 25 years 
been active Commissioners. I know no one amongst the leaders of the 
Corporation who has been for less than 10 years working regularly, and I may 
say unsparingly. ay give the utmost assistance to the Chairmen, the incum- 
bent of which office is being constantly changed. With Europeans, the exigen- 
cies of their businesses, the climate, absence. from their home country, all will 
operate to cause very short spells of membership. Individuals will think 
that if they have served oné or two years, they have done their turn, and 
others should undergo the martyrdom that they have had to suffer. The 
result will be that before they have served their apprenticeship to become 
serviceable members, they will have left and the same process will be repeated 
with each successive member. Mr. Risley falls foul of Sir Stuart Hog; 
for having suggested that the European community are birds-of-passage, an 
expresses amazement at the idea because, forsooth, Europeans are interested 
in their firms, and their firms continue to carry on business here, That is.to 
say, a business man working here to-day, will enter the Corporation because, 
after he has retired, his firm any or may not be carrying on business here, and 
he may or may not continue to have an interest in it, e must recognise that 
the work of the Corporation requires leisure, and the high pressure at which 
businesses must now be conducted, does not admit of leisure being provided 
for those engaged in them, for service on the Municipality. Again, the whole 
idea of a continuing interest is purely speculative, and the force of the reason 
asserted has no force with me. In the first place the business firms, it is 
not even suggested, have suffered from any maladministration of the Muni- 
cipality, and, in the second place, they contribute to the administration only an 
insignificant amount in their expenses, in the shape of a license tax which is 
rs en invariable. They have successfully resisted all attempts to levy océroi 
duty. Only the other day, when the Building Commission confirmed all that the 
Corporation have long been saying without being credited, that the whole of 
their revenue is required for their ordinary administration, that the opening out 
of the congested yo of the city is of the first importance for its sanitary 
improvement, and invited the Chamber of Commerce, amongst other bodies, to 

gest sources from which money, could be cbtained for the urpose. The 
Chamber of Commerce declined to make a single suggestion, for the obvious 
reason that whatever they might suggest one or other of the businesses carried 
on by their members would be touched. The members of the various firms are 
-concerned only for their personal comfort and convenience while they reside 
here, and, circumstanced as they are, they undeniably are only birds-of-passage, 

“Then Mr, Risley tells us that because they serve on the Port Trust, 
they will with equal readiness, if only the constitution is changed, serve on the 
Corporation, I would point out that the two institutions cannot be placed in the 
same field for the purposes of comparison. The Port Trust deals with the trade 
of the port. The members of the Board transacting the business of the 
Trust, are men connected with the trade of the ort—imports, exports, 
shipping, traders, railways, manufacturers, nog ett with whom, the representa- 
tives of the Government and the Municipality, give to the Board complete 
representation of all the interests concerned. he work is congenial to 
business men, and I me not one item out of 100 is not intelligible or — 
interesting, and generally business in which one or the other of the firms to 
which the representatives belong, are in some way affected. Many of the 
members serve on the Board as part of the management of their own’ business 
concerns, Their interest, while on the Port Trust, centres round their own 
_ businesses, in which their capital is invested, The business done in the Port 
- Trust meetings affects the business of the Port with which all are in touch, 
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The operations of the Port Trust influence the cost of the business of the 
Port, and they are concerned to watch their own interests. If economy is 
not practised, and close supervision, their own interests would suffer. 

“Tt is true that fees are paid for attendance im the Port Trust, The 
members are business men, and if money is offered, they et it. But fees 
do not make the difference in their acceptance of office. The profits of their 
own businesses are involved in the operations of the Port Trust, and whether 
fees were paid or not, there would be competitors for office from among 
the same class who now send members. It is now osed to give fees 
for attendance at Committee meetings in the municipality. Payment has 
never been made before, It was proposed in 1888, and the idea was very 
decisively rejected. I think that it is a needless expenditure, and ought 
not to $e incurred as a new departure in the administration. . [f the pe 
will make a difference in inducing any person to join, { woul regard 
him as not a desirable member in the Geptesticn, and I fear that the 
payment of fees will lead to mischievous results. : 

“'There is the greatest difference in the work of the Municipality in contrast 
with that of the Port Trust. It is not of a congenial kind for the class who 
join the Port Trust, and not one item of business out of 50 will interest 
them. It deals in a large measure with conditions of life which is strange to 
them. The Municipality has to do with the every-day lives of the people 
of this country, but they are not in touch with them, and least of all with 
the poorer mer for whom the present elected Oommissioners, who are 
natives of the country, have done s0 much. They cannot show sympathy 
with classes of whose wants, requirements, and habits, they are wholly ignorant. 
In the Port Trust they look after not only their own interests, but also of 
those of the mercantile public in general, with whom they are closely in touch, 
And most important distinction of all, there will not be the same incentive 
to ecorfomise in the administration. Since they will not feel extravagant 
expenditure in the Municipality personally or in their business firms, it will 
be immaterial to them whether the rates are raised to 25 per cent., and we 
know that the limit of endurance by the poor is 19} percent. In the Port 
Trust they would be careful because the operations of that body affect their 
own businesses. All this will inevitably lead to the Europeans becoming apa- 
thetic, and in order to save themselves trouble, gladly leaving the work, so much 
of which they do not understand, whether by their own inexperience in the 
administration, or their want of knowledge of the character of the questions 
that may be under discussion, to be taken u by those whose interest may be 
to make themselves busy and useful, I firmly believe that we shall not have 
the administration worked under the influence of the European element, for 
whom such great sacrifices are being made, but its threads will fall into the 
hands of a few, and perhaps of an interested few. The prospect of fees will 
make the impecunious eager to serve on the Committees, and particularly the 
General Committee, which will be, a8 now, the Finance Committee of the 
Corporation. And the very fact that they are im ious will be a help to 
them, because the tender-hearted, for the tke of ing a little ision for 
one or other of their importunate friends, will support their candidature and 
vote for their election. And it by no means is impossible that influential 
contractors will make efforts to obtain admission of friends into the General 
Committee who, if successful in gaining admission, will represent the interest 
of the contractors in the Committee. My contention is strengthened by the 
Government of India, because I cannot be taken as vaguely protesting that 
these things are possible. The Government of India puts forward as one of 
the grounds for legislation that there is corruption among the Commissioners. 
Now when the Government solemnly make a statement of this nature, and 
base legislation upon it, we must take it that they haye good grounds for it.” 


The Hon’ble the Prestpenr said:—“T am sorry to interrupt the Hon’ble 
Member, but that is'a matter which I must exclude from discussion to-day.” 


The Hon'ble Mx, Arcar said:—“T, of course, bow to the. ruling, and I 
‘would only explain that the letter is mentioned in the motion before us atid is 













ct Committee. I merely refer to what I rely upon 








under reference to the Sele 
in my argument.” 


The Hon’ble the Presipent said:—“ I cannot allow that statement in the 
letter to be referred to,” 


e Hon’ble Mr. Apcar continued:—‘ 1 bow to the ruling. I will keep 
ayself within the ruling, and I will not rely on the suggestion as one contained 
in the letter. I avow it independently of the letter. We must accept the 
ossibility of such a condition of things. I do not suy that it is possible only in 
aleutta, The Manchester Police Scandal, and other scandals in various Town 
Councils and Municipalities in the United Kingdom show that we cannot 
expect Municipalities to be immaculate. And the smaller the body we have, 
the more real is the danger that we must provide against. And when we regall 
the defunct Metropolitan Board of Works of London, we cannot expect that all 
small bodies will be immaculate. One of the serious defects in “a small body 
is that there may be corrupt persons in it, and if that defect exists now, it will 
exist later on. We haye our defence now against any suspicion of wrong 
doing. The 75 Commissioners have been referred to as so many masters of the 
Executive. It shows an utter want of acquaintance with the subject for any 
fh ee of the kind to. be made, for no Commissioner can give any order 
in 





vidually, But they may truthfully be regarded as the eyes and ears of 


the rate-payers. If there isa rumour of a suspicious transaction which may 
have escaped the vigilance of the Committee, the Commissioners in the General 
Meeting come down on it like the leucocytes in the Republic of the Body, 
and with their silent sensible sanitary vote, and cure it. | 
“The Bill, Sir, was explained to us, when it was introduced, as being 
on the model of the Bombay Act. If we are asked to accept the view that 
we have, in this Bill, the Bombay constitution transplanted to Calcutta, I shall 
not express my opinion with sufficient emphasis if I say of the constitution 
oo i for Calcutta, Diablement changé en route! The Bombay Act gives .a 
virile, workable constitution, This Bill, if it becomes law, will give a 
maimed thing, that will be found unworkable and pregnant with hardship 
and mischief, However, Sir, the Government. of. India have set before 
themselves the landable purpose of giving an administration that ‘shall secure 
the adequate representation of the various great interests that have placed 
and still keep Calcutta in its present position in India and which shall be 
businesslike, efficient and free from scandal and re roach.’ If I may say 
80, our requirements cannot be better deseribed, ae the inhabitants of this 
city are indebted to the Government for a true appreciation of their re- 
Sponsibility in the matter of our municipal administration. We must be 
clear in the first place as to the various great interests that should be re- 
presented, and in the next, we should recognise that adequate representation 
is not the presentation of so many places to make up a certain percentage 
with relation to the whole body of Commissioners, There cannot, I take it, 
be any difference of opinion that, unless we secure a sufficient number of really 
representative men, who will fill places in the commercial interests, those 
laces will become so many wasted places, and in consequence the very object 
for which they have been assigned to them would be defeated. There 
can be no doubt that it will not answer any good purpose unless those returned 
are truly representative men, who will enter the Corporation td serve the 
public, and represent the interests which they have been sent there to re- 
present, and for no other purpose. Commercial interests, which are so inti- 
“mately bound up with my own that I almost depend upon them, have placed 
Calcutta in its present forward state, and the undeniable admission before us 
at Calcutta is not only in the front rank of places in India, but also keeps 
her place, shows that these interests have hitherto not been prejudiced by any 
maladmivistration of the town. Among the poeniy allegations that have been 
thrown broadeast inst the Corporation, I have found no specific one 
that it is ecu ise in fact, caused injury to the trading interests of this 
city. I shall meet the allegations against the Commissioners that underlie the 


_ Words I have quoted from the Government letter,"and I am glad of the oppor- 












tunity of showing that they cannot stand the test of examination, far less can 
they then be taken to have been hurtful to the trade of the port. ete d 
“The Government of India lays stress on the necessity of the administra- 
tion being businesslike. The urgent necessity of this quality no one has 
insisted upon with greater emphasis than I. It has been my constant ery as my 
_ Hon’ble friends Mr. Baker and Mr. Oldham will remember, that we were not 
businesslike, but it is through no fault of the Commissioners. I will give an 
example of what I refer to.” : : 


The Hon’ble Mr. Baxer said:—‘“‘I rise to order. There is no question at 
all in relation to the past administration of the present Corporation.” 


The Hon’ble the Presrpent said :~‘‘'The Council came to @ conclusion on 
that point. The question whether the Corporation has or has not done its 
duty in the past is beyond the pale of the Council.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Arcar said:—“TI wish to point out that the Government 
of India have indicated that the administration is unbusinesslike, and I claimed 
to be entitled to show to what such charges are due.” 


The Hon’ble the Presrpent :—“ Proceed.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Arcar continued :—“ The Tramway Company had for 
more than five years complained of a nuisance, of the most offensive character, 
ina drain at their Kidderpore Depdt. No attention was paid to them. The 
matter became so serious that it attracted the attention of the Government, and 
in December of 1896, Mr. Risley, the Secretary of the Local Government in 
the Municipal Department, wrote to the Chairman of the Corporation to draw 
the attention of the Commissioners to it, and called upon them to abate the 
nuisance. Even a letter from the Government had not the effect desired. In 
Décember, 1897, the District Magistrate, on the report of bis Sanitary 

_ authority, wrote to threaten proceedings in the Criminal Court. Then the 
Municipal Executive woke up. The Local Government authority in the 
person. of the Commissioner of the Division, the Engineer, the Health Officer, 
and the Local Engineer of the Municipality met the Chairman at the spot. 
The Engineer to the Corporation proposed that the new pumping machinery 
required for the drainage scheme under construction should be telegraphed for 
suf obtained from England without calling for tenders. The proposal of 
the subordinate in his fs, ger to utilise a portable engine shen in the 
Municipal Stores, and ea short length of brick drain at a small cost, was 
preferred, and the on oe was directed to submit estimates without delay. 
The Chairman again and again urgently called for the estimates that were ordered, 
and up to the time when he went away on leave, in March following, they had not 
been submitted. The new Chairman, shortly after entering upon office, at the 
close of a meeting of the General Committee, when only a few members, niyself 
among the number, were left, without due notice, brought up the proposal that 
had been rejected, without a word of information that the permanent in- 
cumbent of his office had already given his decision in the matter, and without an 
inkling being given of the past history of the question, asked us to give the Engineer 

_ a free hand,, to enable him to folegeee to England to purchase the pumping 
engine at the cost of Rs. 60,000. This would have involved a large portion 
of the drainage under construction being taken over prematurely, which, in 
the existing ¢ircumstances which I do not wish to enter into here, would have 
been a very undesirable proceeding. The Chairman continued to press for the 
sanction until formal objection was taken on the ground of want of notice, 
when he withdrew his proposal, undertaking to bring it up again, with due notice, 
in the ints | week. Although he had repeated the matter to be of the 
most urgent character, and although I personally reminded him of it on more 
than one occasion, the subject was never again brought up. Now, this is a 

_ matter about which the tahoe persons would org speak of as shan 

ee "poe be on the part of the Commissioners. When the Seere to the. 

Government wrote officially to draw the attention of the Consinsbeionias issioners 
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__ to the nuisance, he naturally would be under the impression that the Commission- 

ers had been made acquainted with his letterand had been neglectful, When the 
District Magistrate threatened prosecution, he would naturally think that it was 
the Commissioners who had been stirred into action by reason of his threat, The 
truth is that, from first to last, the Commissioners were kept wholly ignorant of 
the subject. - 1 was led to enquire into the matter by quite a chance circum- 
stance, and then the whole of the facts were elicited, tt seems .an incredible 
story, but I embodied the facts in a Note which was placed formally before the 
General Committee, when the Commissioners deosbret intimation of the matter 
for the first time, and nota single statement of fact could be denied. In Febru- 
ary last I went down to the spot and found it still a foul nuisance, Nothing had, 
up to that date, been done, although, more than a year before, the Chairman 
had issued specific orders in the matter. Is it surprising that the Complaints 
Committee was instituted when we have proceedings such as these occurring ? 
Now it is bad enough that the Engineer should have neglected to carry out the 
Chairman’s orders. It is bad enough that immediately the permanent incumbent 
goes away on leave his locum denens should endeavour to entirely reverse his 
orders, it is bad enough that a Chairman endeavours to get a sanction for such 
large expenditure in so irregularsa manner, it is bad enough that even the com- 
plaint of the Local Government should*be unheeded and that the Com- 
missioners should be kept in absolute ignorance of it. But worst of all is what 
we suffer so much from, that the Engineer should disregard the Chairman and 
dare to act as he did in this matter, and that he should be allowed to do so 
with impunity. We are blamed for interfering with the Executive: where is the 
interference here? We are blamed for hampering the Chairman with Com- 
mittees and in other ways: in what have we been in fault in this question ? 
You may regard this as a solitary instance, I can give you others. We know 
how the public attehtion has been drawn to the Town Hall, and how much 
blame has been thrown upon the Commissioners, What are the facts”? 


ie 


The Hon’ble Mr, Baker said:— The Hon’ble Member is making an attack 
on the Executive.” 


The Hoy’ble Mr. Apcar said:—“It has been ruled that I can do so. 
Ihave given one illustration, and I wish to show that it is by no means an 
isolated instance.” 


The Hon'ble the Prestpenr said :—“‘ We have had one illustration, and 
I think that is sufficient.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Apcar said:—“I wish it to be understood that I am 
prepared to give other instances. If it is accepted that the instance I have 
given is only one instance out of many, 1 have no desire to take the trouble of 
quoting others, or to occupy the time of the Council further. I am content 
to leave the point on that footing. With the ralings from the Chair in respect 
of the letter of the Government, I am embarassed as to how I should proceed. 
I have no wish to contravene any order, and if I may ask it, I would enquire 
whether I may refer to an expression of Sir Hong arrison that the Commis- 
sioners were lacking in driving or motive A eyed which has been quoted by the 
Government of India as an opinion which is relied upon by the Eical Govern- 
ment to show the necessity of an influx of Europeans.” 


_ The Hon’ble the Presmenr said :—“ Proceed.” .* 


‘The Hon’ble’ Mr. Arcar said :—“I am glad of the opportunities of referring 
to this point now. The quotation is an isolated extract from a speech which, if 
read in its entirety, would be found not to bear out the view in support of which 
itis quoted. But it will suffice if I answer by showing that, as a matter of fact, 
Sir ea Harrison in the very speech that is quoted from, opposed the proposal 

of making the proportions of the bodies of Commissioners equal, by reducing the 
| number of elected Commissioners, and increasing of the nominated Com- 
“missioners, and the debate on the two amendments being taken together, he also 











opposed the proposal to increase the number of elected Commissioners to three- _ 
fourths, and decrease that of the nominated to one-fourth. It is obvious, in _ 
such circumstances, that a carefully selected sentence might mislead, He 
supported in the same speech the proportion that then was existing, which was 
the view of the Government, and was carried, that is, to the proportion of two- 
thirds elected to one-third nominated which the Government now wish to change. 
If Sir Henry Harrison desired to have more nominated Commissioners, in other » 
words the opportunity of having more Europeans in the Corporation, he would 
have supported the amendment for equal proportions which he declined to do. 
The a mischief in the present proceedings is that they are being con- 
ducted by those who are ignorant of the past history of the questions that are 
raised, “To me, it is very apparent that Sir Henry Harrison had the question 
of the road now named after him and called Harrison Road, in his mind. He 
had made the question his own and pressed it with great urgency, His 
opinion was that, owing to the betterment clauses, the whole cost of the pro- 
ject would be covered. Some of the leading Hindu Commissioners were of 
opinion that his estimate was an impossible one. The net cost in the result 
proved to be nearly 28 lakhs. Now, when a project is recommended by its 
promoter as one the cost of which would be xi/, and the cost is found to 
amount to comparatively such an’ enormous sum, it must be admitted that 
the opposition was not without reason. An isolated phrase used in 1888 
is raked up asa ground fora change to-day. Has there been any enquiry to 
show whether the idea, even if true in years past, is true now, and even if the 
meaning of the words is that which is now attempted to be put upon it? If 
any enquiry were instituted, it would be found that the Commissioners have by 
no means "bons lacking in initiative: it would be shewn whether we have seen 
any project from the Chairman since Sir Henry Harrison left us, and to take one 
instance only, how [ have had to struggle for 6 years against the stolid opposi- 
tion of a Chairman against me before sanction was gained for the construction 
of a road that eased the overcrowded traffic of Russa Road, gave a convenient 
approach to Kalighat and filled up 18 or 19 highly insamtary tanks, and I 
would also mention that with reference to roads which the Building Commission 
recommended to open out the congested quarters of the town, I carried a 
motion somes asking the Government to commence action by taking 
steps to consider the alignments of the roads, the cost of them, and how the 

‘ money for them should be obtained. A letter was written by the Corporation 
in May last year, Up to to-day not even an acknowledgment of the letter has 
been received from the Government. 

“Sir, in my opinion, the controversy hinges on the question whether 
the general body shall hold in their hands, for exercise directly or indirectly, 
the authority to control the general administration of the Municipality, acting 
openly, and with full responsibility. ‘This is the system of municipal govern- 
ment 7 prevails in civilized countries, and was extended to Calcutta 36 years 
ago. ree and twenty years ago the elective system was introduced, after an 

open enquiry at which Counsel were heard, and in view of the mixed communi- 
ties in Calcutta, among whom it was thought that the Hindus must be ina 
permanent majority at the polls, a constitution on the principle of election and 
of representation by nomination was established in the proportions of two-thirds 
to one-third, and this constitution was re-enacted on the progressive lines, in the 
Act of 1888, which it is the object of the present Bill to repeal. The proceed- 
ings of 1876 and those of 1888 were severally in charge of Sir Stuart Hogg 
and Sir Henry Harrison, who had respectively been the Chairmen of the Corpo- 
ration for nine and eight years. In the interval before 1888 there had been a 
suggestion to alter the constitution, but the Government set their face against 
any such idea, Sir Henry Cunningham, who in 1884 led the agitation on 
sanitary questions that resulted in the Beverly Commission, of which we have 
heard so much during these proceedings, who had founded the Health Society 
which I have before mentioned, and had also led the agitation which resulted 
in the amalgamation of the suburbs with the town area, ventilated the idea of a 
Municipal Board of Control on the lines of the Port Trust, but on re-considera- 
tion he abandoned it. Tie reception that he met with at the hands of Sir Rivers 
‘{hompson, who was Lieutenant-Governor at the time, was such that he even 
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publicly withdrew the suggestion and apologised for having made it. It will be 

, in these days when the Beverly Commission ig so much put in evidence, 
to see how well the Corporation were supposed to have come out of the enquiry 
and the confidence placed in them at the time by the very person to whom so 
much was due for its appointment. I shall quote from a public address 
delivered by Sir Henry Cunningham on 5th March, 1885 in Calcutta. The first 
portion of the extract relates to the speech of Sir Henry Harrison, the Chairman 
of the Corporation, in submitting the report of the Beverly Commission to the 
Corporation :— 

‘ Now I am sure that all of us must feel this to be a most satisfactory announcement. 
Of the 87 reforms suggested by the Commission, 4 can bo effected by Government, and we 
need not fear as to them. Of the 18 specific suggestions, 11 are wholly and 4 partially 
carried out, and only about 3 is there likely to be a difference of opinion. Of tho 15 
recommendations of general policy, 10 are already adopted, and as to the 5, the Com- 
missioners have not decided, but have intimated no reluctance to adopt them. As to this 
small residuum, we shall, I am sure, all of us join in the Chairman’s hope that the Com- 
mom ge will view the subject as the authors of the report framed it—in a conciliatory 
spirit. / 

“We havo had this Commission quoted against us in an authoritative fashion, 
as if the speaker knew all about the subject, when he a parently could not have 
known anything of its history, and relied upon as devine results as they in 
the present day, condemnatory to the Corporation, when the one who actuall 
was the complainant, at whose instance the Beverly Commission was appointed, 
characterises the statement, not of a Commissioner, but of the official Chair- 
man ofthe Corporation, to use his own words ‘a most satisfactory announce- 
ment.’ Asa matter of fact, as might have been expected, and as it has been 
with much detail been pointed out, the Corporation have carried out, and in 
some instances more than fully carried out, the recommendations of that 
Commission. 

“To proceed with reference to the proposal of a Municipal Board of the 
character of the Port Trust:— 

‘There has been an idea, due in part, I am afraid, to some words of mine, that there 
was a wish to ignore the enormous benefits conferred on the city by the great measures 
of sanitary reform carried out of late years by the Corporation; and some people have 
chosen to attribute the whole of the recent movement in favour of sanitary reform to a 
latent wish to depreciate popular institutions and Local Self-Government in particular. 
There were some expressions of mine with which His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, 
in one of his Resolutions, said that he could not sympathize, Now there I am glad to be at 
one with His Honour, because I do not sympathize with them either, and I heartily wish 
thoy were unsaid if they gave any one pain. I have never heard of any one 80 ignorant and 
80 foolish as to undervalue what has already been done. As the original prospectus of the 
Health Society said, it has revolutionized the sanitary condition of many parts of the town, 
For my own part so strongly do I feel this that I do not at all expect that any further 
improvement in the city ean be on so great a scale or have such wide-reaching effects as the 
improvements of the past. They have reduced the mortality of the town by nearly 100 per 
cent., from 22,000 to 12,000 ; and the programme of reform which I have described to-night 
contemplates only a further saving of 7,000 lives from town and suburbs together.’ 


“ After this, the idea of a control by a small body, until it was resuscitated 
by this Bill, was treated as dead as is the idea of protection in England. It 
will thus be seen that, not only Sir Richard Temple and Sir Steuart Bayley, who 
were our Lieutenant-Governors when the Acts of 1876 and 1888 were passed, 
but also, in 1884, Sir Rivers Thompson had the subject of the constitution 
brought directly under their consideration, and not any of them would consent 
to ch the present constitution, and Sir Rivers ‘Thompson even sharply 
declined to entertain the idea. The whole way through, as I shall on a 
future occasion show, every single element in this controversy has a prototype 
thus we have had an appalling document that has been spoken to in that famous 
speech, in the shape of a report by Dr. Payne in 1877, which Sir pears Eden 
put aside in a ution of a Statesman, and even that famous entally 
speech is not new matter. : 

“Let me refer again to the Act of 1888. The European community had 

“for some time before been leading an agitation for the amalgamation of the 
Suburbs with the town of Calcutta for municipal administration, and the 
Corporation, who were willing to allow their neighbours to participate in the 
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benefits of their yater-aupply, for the sake of administrative convenience, 
supported the idea. The Government through their Executive Officer of the 
district, who was the Chairman of the body constituting the Suburban 
Municipality, which worked with closed doors, were intimately associated with 
its administration. And the Act of 1888, which is a progressive development of 
the previous law, was passed, as I have already said, to amend the Act of 1876, 
and also for the purpose of amalgamating the suburban area with the town, 
that is to say, an area of about 13 square miles, with about a quarter of a 
million of inbabitants, was added under the Act to the town, comprising about 
six square miles, with a population of about 400,000. If the Government in 
truth entertained an unfavourable opinion of the administration of Calcutta; 
if they thought that the Calcutta Commissioners were not fit to be entrusted 
with the administration of the town; if they thought they were corrupt; if 
they thought that Hindu predominance and ‘obstruction did indeed hold sway ; 
if they thought that any other constitution was better calculated to give 
good results; then why in the name of common sense, and of wise and proper 
government, did they insist—for there was active opposition in the town for 
the reason, among others, that the Suburbs were in a backward state, would 
consume more than its fair share of our funds to be placed in a sanitary 
condition, and in the Suburbs because it was feared that their rates, amounting 
then to 7 per cent., would be increased—why I say did they insist upon 
amalgamation and upon the Calcutta Corporation taking over charge of an 
enormous inhabited area, with the prospect of 14 more Hindus being added 
to an already bloated contingent of Hindus, when they could have so easily 
worked their will upon the Suburbs, and have given them a model Municipality 
after their own heart, reserving the utmost power in the Executive, and 
with every appliance for repressing the time-wasting Babu? The fact of 
the matter was that the Government were anxious to be quit of all 
responsibility in being connected with the Municipal Administration of the 
Suburbs, for obloquy and odium are inseparably connected with every 
Municipal Administration, and they thought that whatever strictures—and 
I am not one to depreciate the wholesome effect of criticism, whether 
one to Bumbledom or to higher authority—that may have been passed upon 
the Corporation, the Commissioners were showing increasing aptitude for 
local administration, and had proved themselves capable of undertaking 
greater responsibilities. If this is not true, then I invite the Government 
to give some explanation how they could have been so neglectful of the 
interests committed to them as to recklessly hand them over to the charge 
of a corrupt, incapable, and obstructive body? And as to the Europeans, 
if they really considered the Corporation to be incompetent and perverse, 
I would invite them also to give an explanation how they came to agitate— 
Mr. Irving, who represented the Trades Association in this Council, was one of 
the leaders of the agitation—for the amalgamation of an immense area in 
order that it may be administered by a Corporation to which they so much 
objected. I thust not omit to mention that throughout all the discussions that 
have taken place, whenever objections have been made, they have been of the 
same stereotyped character, and there never has been a suggestion thrown out 
in this Council on behalf of the non-official European community that they 
desired the proceedings to'be conducted in private and not in the full blaze of 
publicity. The native community have consistently and strongly pressed, 
to their credit be it said, for publicity as being the best safeguard that is 
a not merely against arbitrariness, but also against malversation and 
jobbery, ‘ 

“T have been aeetying: the proceedings of the Bengal Council when the 
Legislature dealt with the law relating to the Corporation on previous 
occasions, and I have found every one of the various questions that form the 
proposals in the present Bill, and all the shortcomings of the Commissioners 
that have been brought up in connection with it, have been raised again 
and again. They were all discussed when the Act of 1876 was passed, and 
again when the Act of 1888 was passed. Thus we have had a proposal for an 
Act on the lines of the spine 4 Municipal Acts, for a Municipal Board on 
the lines of our Port Trust; the objection to the excessive numbers in the 
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tion, and of its unwieldiness for practical work ; a proposal to reduce 
the number not to 50—nothing so venturesomo was ever attempted-—but to 60; 
for the proportion of elected members to be reduced to one-half of the. whole 
body; the obstructiveness of the Hindu Commissioners; their predominant 
voting powers; even the payment of fees, have all been discussed. After 
debates of the fullest and keenest character, after the most serious deliberation, 
all these contentions were decided—as it was hoped, finally decided. But 
there is this difference in the present position. Before, on the first occa- 
sion, it was the Government who met the objections that I have mentioned, 
and after the fullest consideration, they granted the present constitution to the 
Corporation. On the second opportunity, they refuted the self-same arguments, 
they freely accepted what had before been done as a settled policy, which 
they were able to support by powerful reasons of their own, drawn from the 
actual experience of the working of the ‘administration, and they deliberately 
reaffirmed the constitution, but on progressive lines. In the present day,. every 
argument that the Government on previous occasions refused to accept, is given 
as a reason for a change, every principle that was strenuously fought for by 
the Government themselves, is rejected, and we have to contemplate the 
Government of the day in Bengal bringing forward a Bill that embodies prin- 
ciples more revolutionary than was ever even suggested by the most uncompro- 
mising opponents of the Corporation, since the present constitution was 
granted to that body. 

“T am no enthusiast in favour of the present administration ; on the contrary 
I think it greatly needs reform. But I join issue on the Bill, And I think, too, 
if the Government had attended to the requests from the Corporation to legis- 
late and give them powers they have not, the Corporation would have escaped 
some of the blame that has been sought to attach to that body. 

“Tt does not follow that because a certain law has been enacted that it never 
shall be changed. But it does follow that when a constitution for the govern- 
ment of an important institution has been granted, and maintained through a 
series of years, as the settled policy of the Government, it should not be 
changed except for reasons of the most conclusive nature, and the Government 
for their own good name and for the happiness and contentment of a loyal 
people should be ready to show that the change is not wrought by the caprice 
of any ruler. It does follow that after the Government have been so rea y to 
make use of a body of persons for many years, and after they have repeatedly 
acknowledged that that body have borne the drudgery of the administration and 
have rendered great benefits by their labour and service to the chief city of 
their Empire, after they have deliberately shifted the burden of a heavy charge 
on to their shoulder from their own, and in so doing marked their confidence in 
them, as was done on the amalgamation of the suburbs, I say it does follow that 
those who have done so much, should be treated with full and fair consideration. 
And I cannot’ say that this has been done. Those who have felt themselves so 
painfully aggrieved have again and again appealed in the most earnest—almost 
pathetic—manner that they may be given a chance of showing that the statements 
upon which this most important legislation, which so seriously affects their 
interests, is proceeding, can be displaced; that the statements aro one-sided, and 
they should not be condemned unheard. But the Government of this great 
dependency of England have continued to treat their own statements in the way 
Don Quixote treated his helmet, as if they are too tender to be put to the test. 
The statements have been accepted because of the authoritative manner in 
which they have been brought forward. It is due to the public that opporinnity 
be given of regarding them from more than one point of view. If there are 
inaceuracies, they should be corrected so that they should not mislead. And 
above all, it should not be left open to any one from his place in the Legislature, 
not lightly, but with a due sense of his res nsibility, to say, as I do say face to 
face with the Government of the day, that those statements embody miscon- 
ceptions of fact that have distorted and prejudiced the whole question 
initio. I hasten to say that 1 appreciate, Sir, that tho Bill, in its policy and 
in the form in which it ‘was introduced, cannot be attributed to any person who 
is in charge of the measures or is in any degree a for the policy of 
the Government, nor is there any one in the Government to-day who is 
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answerable for the statements on which the Biil was ostensibly based. Our 
present rulers have succeeded to a damaging heritage, and the - terse of all, 
whether supporters or opponents of the Bill, is due to them in the very difficult 
position in which they find themselves placed. 

“As has been repeatedly stated in Council on behalf of the Government in 
past years, we have not a dabula rasa. to work upon, and the safest and best 
course is to proceed. on settled lines, and if I show, as I am confident I shall be 
able to do, that the statements on which Mr, Risley has relied cannot be acted 
upon, I am not without hope that in the final mart the present support to the 
principles of the Bill will not be maintained. I am aware that you, Sir, have 
expressed approval of the Bill. I venture to say, and I cannot be far wrong, 
that it is because the statements on'which it has been based have been relied 
upon. Lacknowledge the advantages—nay even the necessity—of a continuity 
of policy, but I cannot admit it is imperative at any cost or in all circumstances. 
Official tradition is a strong factor, but if homage is paid to it in the present 
matter, or ce cer sore teed that idea, if the principle of the Bill is in the result 
accepted, violence will be done to a tradition yet more potent and with more 
far-reaching an effect. It is a tradition that has grown with the growth, been 
strengthened with the strength of England, it is the tradition that her own 

ublic institutions, and those that have come into being underher fostering care, 
fave been reformed rather than revolutionised, that they have grown rather 
than remade. Anda departure from this tradition would be the more remark- 
ablo in this Legislature, where we are ruled bya paternal Government, in whose 
hands power continues steadfastly, and where no system of party Government 
finds place. In considering the recommendations of your immediate predeces- 
sor, Sir, we cannot lose sight of the fact that they can only be adopted by 
rejecting the policy of your predecessors before him. 

“JT do not belong to the same political complexion or class as those who are 
the most excited about the measure, and are the chief opponents of it. I have 
no partisan feeling on the subject, and I do not concern myself with any sen- 
timental views about Local Self-Government in connection with the question. 
But I speak with an experience far greater and more intimate than that of any 
person who has been officially connected with the Bill before the Council. I have 
a personal and permanent interest at stake, and I am anxious for that to be done 
which will be the best for the welfare and prosperity of this city. I cordially 
acknowledge that you, Sir, and the Government of India are actuated by the 
best of motives. I ask that the same consideration be shown to me as that which 
I readily admit to be your due. If I could think that in the burden of respon- 
sibility that now lies upon the Government you would indeed better those who 
blame you; if I only could think that you, in reality, would be guarding those 
interests which I am assured, in my own mind, it is your sincere desire to pro- 
tect, you would have my vote. But I say from my innermost conviction, if 
the Bill in its present form becomes law, in the result the best safeguards that 
now exist will be destroyed, and the efficiency of the municipal administration 
will be impaired ina marked degree. And I shall feel the greater regret, 
because the passing of tho Bill, in all its attendant circumstances, will certainly 
have a bad political effect.” 


The Hon'ble Dr, Asurosh Muxnorapuyaya said :—“It is not without some 
reluctance that I rise to offer a few remarks upon the motion and the amend- 
ment now before the Council. When I came here this morning I could not 
persuade myself to believe that there was really any room for prolonged debate, 
unless indeed, we deliberately chose to wander away from the question before 
the Council. The situation, if I apprehend it rightly, is this; under the: ing 
legislative orders ‘we were bound to submit for the approval of the Government 
of India the Bill as rted upon by the Select Committee; that Govern- 
ment, after a careful, it is said impartial consideration of the whole: ques- 
tion, has come to the conclusion that certain changes of the greatest im 
are essential, in so far as the constitution of the <a ‘isconcerned.. ‘This 
decision is embodied in a despatch which it will be idle to deny practically con- 
veys a mandate to us, although it is couched in extremely courteous 
If this is the right view of the position in which we find ourselves, a position which. 


. 






probably none of us antici when the Bill was.sent up to the Government 
of India, I confess I find it difficult to discover what practical advan 
are to be by a criticismof that despatch. If my hon’blo friend, who 
opened the debate to-day with one of those speeches which wo all delight.to hear, 
had ventured to assert that the decision of the Government of India is not 
binding upon us, if he had atin suggest that though the independence 
of this Council is somewhat mythical, we are at liberty to disregard the views 
of the Government of India, and with the consideration of the Bill, 
clause by clause, his remarks would have been rfectly intelligible to me. If, 
on the other hand, my hon’ble friend had Ankok up @ more moderato posi- 
tion and had ventured to suggest that the Council should sperpeah the Govern- 
ment of India and respectfully aak for a re-consideration of their decision, on the 
round that the views of the Members who represented the interests of the 
orporation had not been rightly appreciated, his remarks would have been 
ie 6 in order. In support of such an amendment, it would have been open 
to me to show, that the despatch from the Government of India was remarkable 
for the fact that the conclusions embodied in it were not deducible from the 
premises. To take a concrete instance, in support of such an amendment, it 
would have"been perfectly legitimate to show that assuming, as indeed it is 
assumed in the 13¢ eee of the letter from the Government of India, that’ 
the allegation is well-founded, that the existing Co tion ‘has devoted itself 
tospeech rather than to action; assuming further, that in order to check the 
abuses and anomalies complained of, it is necessary to reduce the numerical 
strength of the Corporation; assuming all this, it does not necessarily follow that 
the proposed reduction should be confined to the body of elected Commissioners 
alone. Indeed, if these positions are granted, and I shall assume for my 
present we ic that ora granted, it would follow that the reduction should 
not be confined to the body of elected Commissioners alone, but should ‘be 
extended to tho body of nominated Commissioners as well; unless, indeed, the 
Government is further repared to affirm that the vice of speech without action 
is monopolised by the elected Commissioners, and the abuses complained of are 
traceable to them exclusively. But these comments, however just and well- 
founded they may be, are ‘somewhat pointless in relation to the amendment 
before'the Council, If these considerations cannot hayevany practical effect. on 
our action in the present stage of the Bill, I submit with great confidence that: 
the wisest course would. be to refrain from such ineffectual criticisms, At the 
same time I frankly confess that the amendment proposed by my hon’ble 
friend seems to me a very reasonable one, and it\has my Y support.” 


Tho Hon'ble Basu. Jarra Monan Sen gaid:— I do not propose at this late 
hour to enter into a detailed examination of the proposals of the Government 
‘of India, ee those relating to the pro reduction in the number 
of elected Commissioners and the introduction of the Bombay: system into 
our-municipal constitution which I intended to dwell upon, The matter has 
‘been sufficiently discussed by the Hon’ble Member who proposed the ane 
ment, but I should like to offer one or two observations, Tho spirit in which, 
and the courtesy with which, the Government of India has dealt with this sub- 
ject has led me to entertain the strongest hope that if a proper representation 
‘smade to the Government of India..on the subject. they wil be prepared to 
‘re-consider the matter. But the reason why we should accept this amend- 
‘ment is supplied by the letter of the Government of India itself, where it is said 
‘thatthe proposal which they now make is new, having ipereagpoen suggested 
before. That being so, it cannot be doubted that a proper and sufficient time 
should be allowed to the public to express their opinions on the matter, and to 

their representations upon the Government of Bengal, the Government of 
India and upon the Select Committee, and it sprepec and I should say. just 
‘that further time should be given to enable the Select Committee to entertain 
‘and consider the views that may be expressed by the public on the changes 
which are proposed to be made in the Bill, It is therefore desirable, that the 
‘amendment proposed should be:adopted.” ; 


4, <The Hon'ble Mz. Ouomax. said :—“ Sir, my hon'ble friends who. represent 
‘the Corporati ration have twice appealed to me for confirmation of their statements, 


+ 








and though I am ‘able to give that confirmation, the fact in no way diminishes 
the strenuousness with which I would oppose this amendment. They have made — 
some general remarks in which my name has been brow ht in, in corroboration, 
and I beg, Sir, for permission to reply to them. The Hon’ble Mr, Apcar 
began his speech by pointing out that the diminished representation now 
proposed to be given must have the effect of obliterating the Muhammadan 
representatives on the Corporation. But what are the actual facts under the 

nt constitution which he defends and would maintam? In the General 
Bdmmittec of the Corporation which was elected the other day, so far as it is 
composed of elected Commissioners, there is not one single Mubammadan, and 
so far as it is composed of nomiaated Commissioners, only one Muhammadan 
has been returned, my noble friend the Sahibzada Mahomed Bakhtyar Shah, 
who is not even a resident within the Corporution’s area.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Apcar said:—‘ I was referring to Muhammadans in 
relation to the wards.” : 


The Hon'ble Mr. OrpHam continued :-—“ I understand my friend’s correction, 
but do not see how it lessens the force of what I say. The wholé controversy 


hitherto has turned upon the constitution of the General Committee which 1s 


the émbodiment of the elective and representative principle in the whole Corpo- 
ration, and Muhammadans are excluded from it. ‘Therefore, the present consti- 
tution does not allow adequate Muhammadan representation, and Government 
must be looked to for a new constitution to redress the balance. My hon’ble 
friend went on to deny that there was anything like 2 Hindu predominance in 
the Corporation. He said that this Hindu predominance was an absolute 
myth. How can he possibly reconcile that statement with the facts? The 
Hindu predominance is an absolute demonstrable fact, and is the fact which 
induces me to oppose this motion for postponing the debate. It is true that 
I do not join, and have never joined, in the indictment against the Corpora- 
tion. For more than a year i have been a Commissioner myself, and have 
worked with them, and therefore have been able to understand more clearly 
than before how, from time to time, such men as Sir Henry Harrison and 
Mr. Cotton and Mr. Lee, and now the present Chairman, Mr. Bright, have 
forth as the champions of the Commissioners. I believe them to be an 
upright and devoted body of men who have carried out with singular ability 
the duties entrusted to them, but I deny that they are representatives. Why 
in the very ward in which I live, and in which, under pressure of the plague, 
I have become a |self-constituted Ward Commissioner, though the European 
vote is far stronger than the Indian vote, my eleeted colleagues are two 
Muhammadan gentlemen, one of whom is not even a resident, Taken by itself 
the circumstance is one which I personally could not regret, because one of 
these colleagues—a young gentleman, Maulvi Agha Mahomed Musa by name— 
was last year the life and soul of the Ward Vigilance Committee in the constant 
ties vwicigh it undertook, and you, Sir, have already acknowledged the useful- 
ness of the work done by these Ward Committees, But though I congratulate 
myself on having such a colleague, this result was a happy accident, and he was 
in no sense a product of a representative system. Such a system has been 
tried as an experiment, and the experiment has completely failed. I do not 
concur with the Hon’ble Mr. Mackenzie in the history he has given of the 
introduction of Local Self-Government and in the reasons he assigns for except- 
ing Calcutta the other Presidency towns from the measures announced in 
1882, There is no doubt in my mind that, in the year 1876, it was intended 
to give as full a measure of representative government to Calcutta as was pos- 
sible, and that in 1882, when Local Self-Government for the interior was intro- 
duced, the Presidency towns were ‘excluded the new provisions, only 
because a measure intended for the mufassal could not be framed on so broad a 
basis as one for Caleutta. This does not alter the fact that the system of repre- 
sentation tried in Calcutta has failed. In 1888 it was amended in some respects, 
but still it failed, It was an riment from the first, and the failure has been 
80 pomnlete that, unlike the speakers on the other side, I think that Goyernmen 
has still in this matter a dabula rasa on which to write, and a clear field for the 
trial of a different plan. '. ‘ jas 3 : : 
i : ; 












‘My hon’ble friend, Babu Surendranath Banerjee, in tho beginning of 
his h, dwelt upon the broad basis upon which his remonstrance was 
founded. He referred to the popularity of the broad principles of Local Self- 
Government, which, I say, does not exist inCalcutta and to the general feeling 
on the subject among the people, while, so far as I have been able to see, no 
such general feeling exists in this city,. It is now more than a year since this 
agitation has been started: we have had the means of observing it, and the 
longer it has progressed the more clearly it is seen that it is focussed in and 
confined to the class whom my hon’ble friend represents—I mean, the 
Bengalis, Perhaps at this stage I should ask what exactly we mean when we 
speak of the Bengalis? I daresay a person who thought himself well informed 
might reply that wg? are the porn fee under the government of the Licu- 

- tenant-Governor of Bengal, and ¢ 





at there are 72 millionsof them. There is no 


need, in this Council, to dilate on such a delusion as that. But whom do we | 


mean when we speak of the Bengalis? We only mean that intellectual race 


who are now competing with us in nearly every field, and I think out-stri ping — 

us in some. We meanonly those whom I would call the Brahman and the | 

lesser Brahman. By fhe lesser Brahman I icularly refer to the Baidya, who ° 
8p 


oceupy in Bengal. 
sprung from the Brahman, the honoured offspring, though not the heirs. Then 
there is the great class or caste of the Kayastha, with whose claims Mr. Risley 
was so much impressed that, in that monumental work of his, he assigns them 
in Bengal a position almost higher than the Brahman’s. This, however, the 
Brahman or the Baidya would not concede, and I think that I say nothing 
derogatory of the Bengali Kayastha when I refer to them too as lesser 
Brahman. I do not forget that from the habits of life of the Brahman there were 
associated with them in their houssholds others who thus managed to partake 
of their influence and their lore; and so we see accounted for some of the 
nobility of Bengal, among them that distinguished lady, the late Maharani 
Swarrlamayi; or as another instance, that eminent man, a patriot and a Bengali, 
the late Kristo Das Pal; or in another direction, our distinguished fellow- 
citizen and man of science, Dr. Mahendra Lal Sircar. But such exceptions 
only emphasize the fact, precisely as the Hon’ble Mr. Apear’s presence in their 
ranks does, that the class to which I refer is a single class, the Brahman and 
the lesser Brahman. 

‘The opposition which this measure has met is wholly a Hindu opposition, 
and I can now further, ow it down by pointing out that it is wholly a 
Bengali opposition. I deny that they are anything ike a numerical majority 
in this city, or among the rate-payers. o make an estimate, you must 
eliminate all Europeans, Australians, and Americans, and foreigners; all the 
numerous Hindustanis and Uriyas; all Muhammadans; and also all those who do 
not belong to races or castes from whose hands a Brahman can take water ; and 
then you will have left the Brahman, the lesser Brahman and the nine castes, 
who are an absolute and comparatively small minority of the Calcutta rate- 


ace taken by the Kshatriya in Upper India, and who are 


It is impossible to give the exact figures because the census has not, 


ers, 
distinguished the Hindu inhabitants by race, and the next census should do so. 
But, as one instance, I would appeal to the figures of the Excise Revenue in 
Calcutta alone as showing the immense numerical superiority of the races in 
Calcutta who do not follow the well-known habits of temperance and abstinence 
observed by the Brahman and the lesser Brahman—that is, the Bengalis, of 
whom I speek I have already acknowledged the intellectual superiority of 
these people; but it is also a fact that the power of expression with which they 
are gifted is out of all proportionso their numbers. Because they express them- 
selves so well and their intellectual powers are so high, we cannot be blinded to 
the fact that they are monopolising the sole power in the Corporation. That they 
have used their powers otherwise wellv have admitted, and to this I ean 
testify. But their monopoly is complained of by others, and as long as it exists 
there is no representation in its true sense in this city. As regards the com- 
ints against this monopolising, the case briefly is that the city was founded 
years ago by Englishmen on a site which even now, in common parlance 
among the people, is said not to be India, for it isa country which the 
Pandavas never visited. The town was founded for commercial purposes and 






as a commercial colony, and in this colony the Indian colonists were allowed 
to join. They came first for ‘security, and then for the sake of. rshi 
and later on for their own comfort and for the pleasures and advantages | 
civilization, and it is these last comers who are now found fighting for political 
power with the successors of the English | , anda small ‘body of them 
is actually and exclusivel dominant in the civie Government. I cannot 
say that they have ora | is power. They have:attained it by fair means 
and their own abilities, and because’‘it was left to them. But it has become a 
monopoly and is complained: of, and as it is not representation, it ‘has ‘to ‘be 
taken from them for it has turned out to be something quite different :from 
what was intended. The sole difficulty I have found, so far as my own 
attitude ‘in the case was concerned is, that we are now endeavouring ‘to take 
away, after 21. years, a power of which they have been faithful trustees 
and which they have exercised so well. 

“Thave accorded my tribute to the Commissioners,|though it must be 
remembered that in doing so I speak as one of them, who cannot appraise them 
so justly as an outsider. Nor do I by any means admit that they are perfect 
on all points or that their efficiency cannot be improved, or that it is not 
mecessary to improve that efficiency. “ They themselves do not oo 
business or commercial classes, but all belong to a particular class—the Bengali 
literate class—the lawyers, the journalists, the professors. I do not suppose, 
Sir, that any one can imagine that when { enumerate those ‘classes 1 ‘do “30 
with any tinge even of disparagement—the lawyers, the professors, the jour- 
‘nalists—the classes who hatdiivays stood in the fore front where liberty and 
culture prevailed. ‘The in the present connection is that they are not the 
business men in a commercial city, they are untrained in the work they have 
to do, and they have no administrative experience. Last year, for nine 
months, I had the honour to hold the position of Chairman of the Port 
Commissioners, a body to whom both the Hon’ble Mr..Mackenzie and the 
Hon’ble Mr. Apcar have alluded; and though there is no constant ‘parallel 
between their work and that which comes before the General Committee of the 
‘Corporation, there are many subjects which should be dealt with in the samo 
way. Iused sometimes to come from a meeting of ‘the Port Commissioners 
toa meeting of the General Committee, and Iam free to admit that I found 
myself more at home in the Committees of the saa isi than among the 
PortCommissioners. The reason was that the former's method was the method 
to which I was used, ‘that is, the lawyer’s method, to the bottom of a 
case by laborious inquiry and plainful analysis and purely intellectual effort. 
In the Port Commissioners I found myself associated with 14 men who ‘were 
a great deal better than myself as re the business which had to be done, 
because they pecenaiy understood it beforehand and knew how it ‘was to be 
carried out. Their Chairman fulfilled an entirely different function and, but 
that it seems to reflect on the Corporation I w say that, while among the 
Port Commissioners the Chairman talker and the Commissioners acted, in the 

» Corporation it was the Commissioners who talked and the Chairman who had to 
‘take action, and then to answer to the Commissioners. ‘he ‘two bodies 
of course are differently constituted. But it is true that in the Corporation, 
while the Chairman is too often left to himself and without ‘support, 
‘the ‘Commissioners, on the other ‘hand, fail to realize the tremendous 
strain they put upon him and on all their Executive ‘by the other de- 
mands they make upon their time in meetings. gy. Se as, for 
instance, in the great drainage works now in progress, ‘the © Committee 
of the Corporation might well take lessons ‘the Port Commissioners, and 
under the provisions of the Bill ‘they will be ablo'to have the benefitof that 
administrative experience and business knowledge which is the common quality 
among the Port Commissioners, but e General Committee » y does 
not exist. In fact, the only business man among them is my'friend Babu Nalin 
Behari Sircar whom I notice opposite as an attentive listener, of whom Sir 
ee Mackenzie in this ft said the Corporation ‘could not:dispense 


services, ' ahs yet ‘ Mt 
___“T see Thave'made a note ‘about the parallel which ‘my »hon’blesfriend 
(Babu Surendranath Banerjee) drew from, s:<oeh parieon "wikis “cedtadn: sows $n 
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England where the population is on much the same scale as that of Calcutta. 
J submit that there is no such parallel because the populations of those towns 
are homogeneous, and I have described how very different it isin Calcutta 
where, in consequence, the balance has constantly to be adjusted. Then there 
is that argument which has so constantly been “brought orward, and which 
Sir Stuart Hogg seems to have originated. I mean the birds-of-passage argu- 
ment, I remember Sir Stuart ‘Hoge’e ‘regimé well. Benevolent it was no 
doubt, but it was despotic and autocratic to a degree which it is hard to 
realize in times like these. When I think of him as using this astounding 
argument, I can only look on him as giving up, with both hands, in the very 
plentitude and wantonness of power, everything that might be urged on his 
side. Do those who use this argument as applied to Calcutta ever reflect on 
the circumstances and Municipal Government of tho city of London? I mean 
of the area lying within the old gates and walls, the jurisdiction of the Lord 
Mayor, and I suppose the richest and most famous Corporation in the world? 
Will they urge that the business men who manage it, because they are only too 
anxious to leave it, and will not even pass their nights within it, but, when they 
have finally done with it, betake themselves to the country, and often to distant 
lands, are unfit to manage it and are not interested in its unicipal Government ? 
Why should it be supposed that Englishmen who look forward to retiring from 
business should be less concerned in the welfare of Caleutta and in the efficiency 
of its Government? Is it even prima facie probable that the English, after 
founding and developing a city in the East, which has come to be one of the 
great cities of the world, would be as careless about its future as about its 
present? And this is what the argument really implies, ” 


The Hon’ble Rasa Ranasrr Siva Banapur or Nasmrrvr, said:— Your 
Honour, I beg to Propose as an amendment that instead of two wecks four 
weeks’ time be allowed, so that the public might have sufficient time to consider 
the Bill and submit their views upon it.” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Baxer said:—T rise to order. The Hon’ble Member is 
precluded from moving this amendment. Under the Rules no amendment 
can be moved without previous notice given.” 


The Hon’ble the Presrpent said :—“I must point out that under Rule 21 
of the Rules for the Conduct of Business in the (Council the Hon’ble Member 
is out of order, and I regret I cannot allow him to move his amendment.” 


The Hon’ble Rasa Ranagrr Srna Barapvr oF Nasuivr, continued :—“ I 
bow down to Your Honour’s decision and I shall not take up the time of the 
Council with any length observations, but I desire to offer a fow remarks 
on the proposals now belore the Government. 

‘“We are grateful. to the Government of India for the very kind and 
sympathetic way in which they have perused various criticisms ‘on the Bill 
and for the kind assurance they have given that there would be no contra- 
vention of the broad principles of Lodal Self-Government already conceded. 
The Government is disposed to grant us a concession in the constitution of the 
General’ Committee on the model of a Standing Committee of Bombay ; but, 
Sir, we could not welcome this éonvession as the number of elected Commis. 
sioners in the Corporation is reduced to half, and the Corporation itself is not 
allowed a free hand in the election of two-thirds of the members of its General 
Committee, like that of Bombay. I think the Government is inclined to reduce 
the numerical strength of the Corporation, on the belief that the existing 
Corporation has devoted itself to speech and to criticisnis rather than to 
action, As I have no personal experience into the working of the Calcutta 
Municipality, T must sedveae? $¥6mn making any observation’ on tho point; but 
the Resolutions on the Administration Reports of the Calcutta Corporation of 
previous years recorded by Your Honour’s predecessors in office, extracts 
of which I shall read with Your Honour’s permission, will show that there 
has been marked and gradual improvement in the administration of the Calcutta 
Corporation and that its Commissioners all along have done excellent work. 
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“I quote extracts from the Resolutions on the Annual Administration 
Reports for the years 1889-90, 1890-91, 1891-92, 1892-98 and 1893-94 :— 


‘The Licutenant-Governor considers that these results, showing how 
largely the Commissioners devote their time and trouble without remuneration 
to municipal duties, afford the most satisfactory evidence of the growth of public 
spirit in the Metropolis.’ And again............Upon the whole, there can be 
no doubt that the administration of the Calcutta Municipality during the past 
year was marked by very satisfactory progress, great attention to work on 
the part of the Commissioners and improvement in all directions.’ 


Coy C.y C., C. 

‘(2) Notwithstanding defects of form which have been pointed out, the 
report discloses much excellent work done by the Commissioners and real pro- 
gress made in several important branches of municipal administration.’ 

EC.y &e., &e., &e. 

“In conclusion, the Lieutenant-Governor desires to congratulate the Com- 
missioners on the improvements in the administration which have been carried 
out during the year and on the progress which has been made in works bene- 
ficial to the health and prosperity of the city. 

&e., &e., C.; C. 

‘The Commissioners themselves have, as a whole, displayed a care and 
attention to their duties, which is very meritorious and has in some cases risen 
to the level of devotion.’ 


Cy Coy Coy &e. 

‘The thanks of the Government are due to the Commissioners for the 
interest which they have displayed throughout the year in the administration 
of the Corporation and the time and trouble which they have bestowed on the 
large questions as well as matters of detail brought under their considera- 
tion.’ 

‘The present number of Commissioners was fixed after a mature and 
deliberate consideration, and I do not think that there has been any special 
necessity to make such a radical change now in that respect. If the Govern- 
ment of India have come to the final determination to reduce the numerical 
strength of the Corporation, I beg to submit that the reduction should not fall 
on the shoulders of the elected Commissioners only, as in such a case it will 
strike atthe very root of Local Self-Government, the fundamental, principles 
of which will be violated. If, following the Bombay system, the Government is 
inclined to reduce the number of elected Commissioners, I beg respectfully to 
point out that the system proposed to be introduced here materially differs from 
that adopted in Bombay. The Bombay Corporation elects its own President 
and the Standing Committee its own Chairman ; but here the official Chairman 
acts as President of both the Corporation and General Committee. And again 
in Bombay, though only half the number of Commissioners is elected at ward 
elections, out of other half 16 are elected by Justices, 2 by Fellows, and only 
2 by the Chamber of Commerce. But here there is no election by Justices or 
Fellows, and no seat is allowed even to native merchants or house and land- 
owners; whereas 10 seats are allowed to European mercantile communities. So, 
Sir, if the Bombay system is at all to be given a trial here, I beg to submit 
that it be adopted in its entirety, and that out of 25 seats reserved for nominated 
and appointed Commissioners, other representstive bodies of Calcutta, such as 
the British Indian Association, the National Chamber of Commerce, the National 
Muhammadan Association, and the like, should also ke allowed to be represented 
in the Corporation, and the Corporation should be left unfettered in the election 
of two-thirds of the members of the General Committee, As the Government 
appoints 4 membcrs of the General Committee, I humbly think that the Govern- 
ment appointees in the Corporation should have no voice in the election of the 
rest of the members of the General Committee. In conclusion, Ileave the matter 
in Your Honour’s hands with the full confidence that under your benign and 
sympathetic rule our appeal will not go in vain.” j 


The Hon’blo Mr. Baxer said :—“ Tho discussion to-day practically divides 
itself into two parts, which have but a slender counexion with one another. 
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In the first place, we have the amendment moved by the Hon’ble Babu Suren- 
dranath Banerjee, the effect of which is to extend the time in which the Select 
Committee is to report from two weeks to six weeks, and to invite further 
expressions of opinion from the Corporation and other public bodies. In the 
second place we have the lengthy, elaborate, and I may say, discussive criti- 
cisms which have been delivered to-day—not only upon the proposals of the 
Government of India, but upon a great variety of other matters, which, in my 
judgment, are not strictly speaking before the Council. I shall deal with these 
two matters separately; and, as the amendment jof my hon’ble friend is a 
comparatively small matter, I shall: take it up first and very briefly ; because 
what my hon’ble friend said upon it has already been met by the Hon’ble 
Mr. Mackenzie. I am entirely opposed to the proposal to postpone the con- 
sideration of the Bill by the Council for six weeks, because, as the Hon’ble 
Mr. Mackenzie has said, if this is done, it will be absolutely impossible for the 
Council to dispose of this Bill during the present session. To-day is the 7th 
August. If we give six weeks to the Select Committee to submit its report, 
that will carry us on to the 18th of Papeete 5 and then, when the report is 
submitted, it will be necessary to re-publish the Bill as amended by the Select 
Committee, and that will involve another fortnight’s delay. That will bring 
us to the beginning of October, shortly before the Puja holidays, when no 
business can be done; and it will be necessary for the Council to adjourn, and 
we shall not be able even to begin the discussion of the Bill itself before the 
cold weather session. There are the strongest grounds for deprecating any 
such delay. The Bill has been before the ag and the Qouncil for a long 
time, and the subject has been discussed for, I think, two and a half years. 
It is now eighteen months since the Bill was formally introduced. During that 
time the Bill has received an enormous amount of most minute and most careful 
criticism and examination not only by the Corporation and the various public 
bodies to whom it was referred, but also at the hands of the Select Committee, 
And it is unhappily true that some of the proposals in the Bill have given rise, 
among a certain class, to a good deal of bitterness and recrimination. The 
constitutional sections of the Bill are regarded in some quarters with dislike and 
even with dismay. I think therefore that any further delay is greatly to be 
deprecated. During the last two years, the Municipal Commissioners, the 
Municipal Executive, and the Municipal establishments have been in a state 
of agitated suspense and uncertainty—a state of things which cannot but do 
harm and cannot conduce to harmonious or efficient work. It is imperatively 
necessary, therefore, to bring this unfortunate controversy to a termination 
with the least possible delay, and 1 trast the Council will not endorse any 
device for protracting this matter further. 





“The hon’ble the mover of the amendment has referred to the 8th 
paragraph of the letter of the Government of India, and said that in that 
Paragraph the Government of India indicated certain features of the Bill 
which are not in entire accordance with the principles laid down, and he 
suggested that it would therefore be necessary for the Select Committee 
to go through this Bill over again. Now, that is not the case at all. 
In the very next paragraph of the letter the Government of India indicate 
what are the features to which they take exception, and in a subsequent part of 
the letter they indicate the remedies which in their opinion should be applied, 
and it is to those features only that the Select Committee will have to refer; and 
they will not have to go through the whole Bill again. It has been said by the 
hon’ble mover of the amendment that the Corporation ought to have an 
opportunity of expressing their views. That is not an argument to which I can 
attach much weight. ‘I'he Corporation is very strongly represented in this 
Council by six, if not seven, members, who are also Members of this Council. 
What the Hon’ble Member gue 4 referred to was the elective section of the. 

poration, but even thats most ally, and if I may venture to say so, most 
efficiently re. ted by the hon’ble mover of the amendment and the 
Hon’ble Mr. rae who are both elected Members of the Corporation. We have 
heard to-day the exhaustive and vigorous attack on the proposals of the Govern- 
ment of India with which the two Hon’ble Members have favoured us, and 
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which will leave the Corporation little or nothing to say. Ido not think that if 
an oo was called for from the Corporation, they would be able to add one 
single observation or one single argument which has not already been adduced, 
or to bring forward one single new fact or illustration in support of those argu- 
ments. The proposals of the Government of India are no doubt very important, 
‘but as has been pointed out, they are comparatively simple, and it is possible to 
state the substance of them in a very few words, The amendments which will 
be necessary to give effect to those proposals are comparatively few and com- 
paratively simple. They are already in print, and if the Select Committee 
will give their attention to the matter, I feel sure there will be no difficulty in 
completing the amendment of the Bill in the manner which is desired by the 
Government of India within the period which has been named in m motion. 
That is all I have to say in seged 46 the amendment now before the Council. 
“TI now turn to the much more important proposals of the Government of 
India which have received the acceptance’ of the pegs Government. This 
question is @ very much more important one than the Hon’ble Member's 
amendment. I will divide the proposals of the Government of India into two 
parts—first, that portion of the proposals which relates to the constitution of 
the Corporation itself, and then I will deal with what has been said with regard 
to the constitution of the General Committee. Primarily, the proposal put 
forward by the Government of India is that the number of the elected Commis- 
sioners shall be reduced from 50 to'25, and that the number of the whole body 
be reduced from 75 to 50. The reasons given by the Government of India for 
these proposals are two. In the first place they point out that in the past the 
Commissioners have been too much addicted to talk—to speech and criticism— 
rather than to action, or to allowing action to be taken, and the Government of 
India consider that the reduction in their number will tend to prevent this 
tendency in the future. Secondly, they consider that by this reduction there 
will be established in Calcutta’ a strict equality and balance of interests 
between the European and native elements in the Corporation, or, as I should 
prefer to put it, between the elected Commissioners on the one hand and the 
representatives of the Government and of foreign trade on the other. 
“With regard to the allegation that too much time is taken up in makin, 
speeches, I do not desire tosay very much. Both the Hon’ble Babu Surendranat 
anerjee and the Hon’ble Mr. Apear have challenged it, and the former has 
referred to ‘the opinion expressed by Sir Henry Harrison in 1888. Personally, 
Ihave never attached much weight to the proposal to reduce the number of 
mmissioners, per se and I am very much inclined to agree with Sir Henry 
Harrison that the time taken up in speaking does not depend so much upon the 
number of the Commissioners, but upon the number of those who desire to 
speak. I rather doubt whether, if the total number of Commissioners is reduced 
by one-third, there will be a oa rtionate reduction in the time occupied in 
speaking. But there is good we be said on the other side.‘ In the first 
place, the proposal for a reduction in the number of Commissioners does not 
stand by itself. It is intimately connected with and forms an integral part of 
the very important reform proposed for the re-adjustment of the’ balance of 
interests between the two wings of the Corporation. Then a in, Sir Henry 
Harrison was no doubt a very strong and efficient Chairman, and his opinion on 
all municipal matters carries high authority; but there have been strong and 
efficient Chairmen since his time, vicera fortes post Agamemnona, if I may vary 
a well-worn quotation, and some of these strong and efficient Chairmen have 
held a very decided opinion that the present number’ of Commissioners is too 
great for efficient administration. And, lastly, there is the undoubted fact, which 
cannot be denied, that 50 Commissioners ‘are not likely to take up so much 
time in speaking as'75 Commissioners ; so that there will be some reduction in 
the time taken up’ in talk, although ‘it may not be in ‘proportion to the actual 
numerical reduction, » ny tae 4 13 
. _ “Bat the second reason ‘adduced by the Government of India for the redue- 
tion of the number of Commissioners is of much greater weight, and to my 
mind it goes to'the root of the whole matter, and it will be necessary for me to 
oceupy the attention of the Council for somo little time in dealing with it. 
Some of the Hon’ble Members have told us to-day that representation is the 





_ true and only basis of taxation, and they have said in one way or another that 
no system of Government which does not place the municipal administration 
of Calcutta in the hands of the elected representatives of the rate-payers is in 
accordance with the true principles of Local Self-Government. I understand 
that this is a correct description of the proposition laid down by the Hon’ble 
Babu Surendranath Banerjee. The Hon’ble Mr. Apear pointedly drew atten- 
tion to the fact that a very small proportion of the municipal rates is paid b 
the mercantile community in Calcutta. The hon’ble mover of the amend- 
ment also stated that the Ward Commissioners were the elect of the people, 
although he wasgood enough to admit that they were not actually elected by the 
whole of the rate-payers. I fully expected that some figures would have been 
laid before the Council by the Hon’ble Members who opposed my motion, to 
show to what extent the elected representatives on the Corporation do. actually 
represent the people of Calcutta; but they have not done so. Iwill now 
supply that omission, I will refer to the figures of registered electors and the 
figures of registered rate-payers. The number of registered voters in Calcutta 
is 13,890 ; ée., about 2 per cent. of the total population. The number of rate- 
payers is 60,518; that is the number of persons who pay the consolidated rate. 
There are also a certain number of persons who pay other municipal taxes, such 
as the tax on horses and carriage-tax, the tax on carts, the license-tax on trades 
and professions, and other small items. It may be taken that the total number 
of rate-payers of all kinds is between 62,000 and 63,000, Now I will ask 
the Counail to consider the true significance of these figures—13,890 against 
63,000.’ 


The Hon’ble Banu Surenpranara Banersez said:—“ Those who do not 
pay Rs, 24 a year should be excluded.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Baxer continued:—‘ What has been said is that the 
elected Ward Commissioners are the representatives of the rate-payers. 
But the figures show the fact that they are not elected by so uk as 
one-fourth of the total number of the rate-payers. The total number of 
the yr entitled to exercise the franchise in Calcutta is less than one- 
fourth of the rate-payers, less than 2 per cent. of the whole population, and 
less than 34 per cent. of the whole male population of the town. This is 
a state of things which has not even an approximate parallel in any town 
in sipgine. of which I am aware. The hon’ble mover of the amendment 
has referred to some figures showing the number of members of different 
Corporations in England, They are, I believe, quite accurate, and I think the 
Hon’ble Member is entitled to all the advantage he can derive from them. 
But I should like him to look into the figures and numbers in the cases he has 
cited—towns like Glasgow, Leeds, Birmingham, Hull and Manchester—to 
look at the total number, and to compare the proportion of voters, and of regis- 
tered electors, with the total population of the town. He will then find 
that in Glasgow there is one registered voter for every seven of the popu- 
lation ; in Birmingham, one in five; in Leeds, one in four; while in Calcutta, 
the number is one in fifty of the population. In English towns women have 
votes ; in Calcutta that is not the case, Therefore it is necessary to take 
only the male Population of Calcutta, which, according to the last census, 
was 415,000. his means that the number of the registered electors is 
only 3} per cent. of the whole number of males. Now I think it is obvious 

nm the face of these figures, that no sort of conclusion can be drawn from 

em to show that the elected representatives of the rate-payers in Calcutta have 
‘any claim to be considered as standing on the same doting. as the corre- 
sponding representatives in England. The figures referred to by the Hon’ble 

ember are not such as I think the Council shonld accept as having any 
bearing upon the matter of representation. Some people in this country 
talk of the elective system as if it wasa means to anend. The hon’ble the 
mover of the amendment said that the Ward Commissioners were the elect of 
the people, that the supreme power of control should be vested in the 
representatives of the rate-payers, and that any reduction in their number 

lay the axe to the root of the principles of Local Self-Government. 




















“Tt is, Dassert, nothing of the kind; the elective ae ciple is onty ‘a méans 
to anénd. A far safer guide, ‘the only safe guide, for our present purpose, 
is. to have regard to the principle of representation, ‘the oe omen of 
interests. It is because the'system of election in'Calcutta has wholly ‘failed in 
practice to yield truly representative results that it has been found defective 
and now stands in need of reform. That system has hitherto placed the whole 
Executive power in the hands of a single class. 1 miean the middle class 
Bengali Hindus. The Hon’ble’Mr. Apcar in his speech denied that theré was 
any Hindu predominance. But I maintain that the fact is notorious ‘and cannot 
be denied. Out of the 50 elected members of the present Corporation, 87 are 
Bengalis, and it is my experience and the ‘experience of every one who has sat 
on the Municipal Board ‘and more especially on the General Committee, that 
the Hindu representatives on the Corporation can, if they wish it, sweep every- 
thing before them. [The Hon’ble Mr. Apcar’said :—“ My point is that they do 
- not sweep away everything in their own way.”)] I do not wish, for one instant, 
to say a singleword of disparagement of this class, or in depreciation of their 
merits and many good qualities. There are many of these whotn I am proud to 
regard as my’personal friends, and I hope that thereare some who look .upon me 
in the same light. Butis itin aeeord with any legitimate scheme of Local Self- 
Government, that the whole‘administration of municipal ‘affairs in ‘a town, such 
as Caleutta, ‘should be placed in the hands of ‘a'single class, and'that class one 
which, as Mr, Risley has pointed out, has no special aptitude for trade and who 
look upon the foreign commerce and trade of Calcutta as no particular concern 
of theirs ? 
“We have been told that the Europeans, including Eurasians, form a small 
nunieri¢al minority of the whole population, and we have been told that the 
amount of taxes paid by the commercial community is comparatively insignifi- 
cant. The proportion they Pay is commonly said to be 80per cent. [The Hon’ble 
Mr. ‘Apcar said :—“ ean ro | they may pay largely, butas business firms they 
donot pay much.” Itisargued from these facts that itis unreasonable and unjust 
chat ahs Clevveréidet ‘and ‘the commercial community should receive an’equal 
degree of ‘representation with the native and non-commercial classes. he 
Hon’ble Mr. Apear spoke as if the Corporation had created Calcutta. I deny 
that statement. I altogether reject the proposition that you can come to any con- 
clusion on the question of representation of interests upon the basis of an estimate 
of mere number or of municipal rates, There are two great causes which have 
inade Caleutta what it is, which have raised it from its position as a small obscure 
thinly populated village, to its present position as a great, rich, flourishing 
poe ha city. The first isthe fact that for many years it has been the seat 
of the Goveriitnent, both of the Imperial and Provincial Governments, and the 
capital of the greatest Empire in this Continent; and, secondly, the fact.of the 
existence in it of an enormous foreign trade.- It is no exaggeration to say that 
these two causes acting together, and more especially the second of them, have 
actually created and called into existence nine-tenths of the whole value 
of property in Calcutta. The Hon’ble Mr. Oldham has referred to fi 
relating to the Excise Revenue of Calcutta. I will refer to the figures of the 
Income-Tax. If the Gouncil refers to the Income-Tax returns, they will find that 
in a ‘si gle year the towns of Calcutta and Howrah taken’ together pay 
Income-Tax, approximately, in amount ‘equal to the amount paid by the 
whole of the rest‘of Bengal taken together. And ‘to what is that due ? 
If wesubtract from the Income-'T'ax paid by Calcutta the amount paid by the great 
y of Government warvante), 38 oe Wullibed: the ‘whole amount paid by the 
jute and other mills and by European ‘and native firms in the foreign 
trade of the port; and if, lastly, we subtract the id by the great 
mass of other people ‘who are attracted to Calcuttd to minister to the 
wants of those des, how much will remain? Tt will not be more than ‘the 
merest fraction of what is paid eA aro “The Hon'ble Mr. Oldham has 
also referred to the great foreign population of Ouleutta. I do not think it is 
generally known how pial ue tion of the population of Calcutta is com- 
pat of foreigners—tfo' fs not merely to the city, but to ‘the province of 
igi. The other day, I had occasion to look ‘at ‘the last Census Report 
of Calcutta, and on glancing ‘at the table dealing“ with language, I found 
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some very striking figures, The total. population is put down at '650,000 
persons, and of these only 360,000 ‘claimed Bengali as their mother tongue, 
the remainder, 290,000 claimed as their mother tongue some Janguage 
or languages hone.of which are indi within 250, miles of Oaleutta. 
Even this is not all; for it is notorious a great number of those who. serve 
as clerks, who work in isuch numbers in Government. and business offices 
in Calcutta, are not natives of this city but have come here to earn their 
livelihood. Can we imagine what would be the fate of Oaleutta if, by any 
cataclysm of nature or any political misfortune, it should cease to. be the seat 
of Government and be deprived of ‘its foreign trade? Can any limit be 
placed on the degree of ruin in which «all classes would be involved? Nine- 
tenths of the value of landed property would be swept away, and in a brief 
wre ‘of time the town would dwindle :away ‘to the level of Port Canning or 
iamiond Harbour. As Mr. Risley admirably expressed it when introducing 
the Bill into Council, landlords would lose their tenants, lawyers would lose 
their clients, shops would lose their customers, schools would lose their pupils, 
and Calcutta would sink to the position of city of ‘the dead, .a decayed and 
deserted capital, like Bruges, or Ravenna, or the once famous Cinque. Ports. 

“To measure the relative importance and value of theiinterests represented 
by Government and foreign commerce by the amount of municipal ‘rates 
which is paid by traders, is as much as if we shouldseek to measure the value of 
national education by the salaries paid to the teachers; or the value to the 
country of a great railway bythe dividends paid to the shareholders. These two 
interests—the interests represented By the Government and by foreign commerce 
—are of greater importance and value to the well-being of Calcutta, than all 
other interests taken together; and ‘so far from its being unjust’ to give them 
an-equal measure-of representation on the Municipal Board, T maintain it would 
have been ae jepitinate and equitable to give them a still ‘higher 
proportion of representation. 

“The Hon’ble- Babu Surendranath Banerjee ‘has referred to the fact that 
in 1876 Sir Richard ‘Temple would have been prepared to accept @ proposal to 
fix the proportion of elected Commissioners at three-fourths of the whole 
number upon certain conditions, that is, that different nationalities should 
“be gr iy I think Sir Richard Temple was referring to ‘the motion 
brought forward by the Hon’ble Mr. Brookes on behalf of ‘the non-official 
Europeans, ‘The Hon'ble Member also mentioned the motion brought forward 
by Mr. Irving in 1888, to reduce the proportion of elected Commissioners 
from two-thirds to one-half, I am glad that these two proposals have been 
referred to, because they illustrate, in a very significant way, the attitade 
of the non-official Europeans in this matter, and the growth and development 
of opinion amongst them. Mr. Brookes brought forward his motion in 1876, 
at a time when the principle of election had been entirely untried in Calcutta, 
and no one knew Aneour ‘the principle would work in practice. ‘The whole 
thing was an experiment. The opinion which Mr. Brookes expressed was 
based entirely upon 4 priort principles, It was not derived from experience. 
But twelve years’ experience was quite sufficient to teach the noh-official 
Europeans their lesson. During these twelve years they saw how the elective 
system had worked, and they took the earliest opportunity ‘in their power 
of proposing that some more reasonable proportion of elected members should 

allotted to them. 1 think the motion brought forward by the Hon’ble 
Mr. Irving in 1888 was entitled to greater weight-than that of the Hon’ble 
Mr. Brookes in 1876, for the reason that the one was based upon experience, 
while the other rested only on theory. ; 
~ “The Hon’ble.Mr. A has made what I can only regard as an attack 
atti sdi sof the Executive. It does not appear to me that 
hat is a matter altogether germane to the motion before the Council; aud 
I regret the more that it was made because I have no personal knowledge of the. 
facts and am, notin aposition to make any remarks upon it. But I am given to 
understand that there is a complete answer to all that the Hon’ble Mr. Apcar 
hassaid, and that although the facts stated by him are substantially accurate, 
nevertheless. the inferences he sought to draw from them are entirely incorrect. 








“A good deal has been said, in the course of to-day’s proceedings, 
about the Bombsy system and of its advantages and disadvantages, 
and the Hon’ble Member, Babu Surendranath Banerjee, was at some 
pains to declare that he was opposed to that system, and so’ also was’ 
the Hon’ble Mr. Apcar. I understood the former to suggest that the 
Government of India were under a misapprehension im quoting a certain pas- 
sage in the note of dissent signed by the Hon’ble Babu Surendranath Banerjee 
and Babu Norendro Nath Sen as indicating that those Hon’ble Members were 
in favour of that system. Since this correspondence was published I have 
noticed that the passage in question in the note of dissent has been adversely 
criticised, in some of the Anglo-Indian papers, as calculated to mislead, and it 
is possible that these criticisms were in the mind of the Hon’ble Member when he 
made the disclaimer I allude to. Now it is not within my province to intervene 
between the Hon’ble Member and his critics, and I do not doubt that he is 

uite able to take care of himself. But in fairness to the Hon’ble Member 
ought to state clearly that neither he nor Babu Norendro Nath Sen 
at any time gave the Select Committee to understand that they were in 
any way advocates of the Bombay system. On the contrary, on one occasion 
when this matter came incidentally before the Select Committee, the Hon’ble 
Members expressly stated that they did not want the Bombay system. There 
has certainly never been any misapprehension in my mind as to the attitude 
of these two gentlemen in this matter, and I think the other Members of the 
Select Committee, if referred to, will bear me out. 

“On the other hand, I do not think that the Government of India can fairly 
be charged with any misapprehension, An attentive study of their letter of 
the 17th June will show that the Government arrived at their preference for 
the Bombay system as a model for Calcutta,, by an entirely independent 
examination; and in paragraph 15 of that letter they plainly state that their 
preference had been actually expressed at a yery early stage in the history of 
the Bill. The proposals of the Government of India have been arrived at 
without any reference to the note of dissent, and it is obvious to any one 
who will read the note of dissent that the two things are by far from identical. 
The Government of India have never proposed to introduce the whole of 
the Bombay system into Calcutta, neither has any one else that I know of, 
What has been proposed is to select certain features of the Bombay system 
which have been found by experience to work well, and which appear to be 
suited to the arrangements of Calcutta, and then to engraft those features upon 
the Calcutta constitution. Each of the parts so proposed for importation rests 
upon its own merits, and in no case has any suggestion been put forward merely 
because it forms part of the Bombay system. 

“ Both the Hon’ble Babu Surendranath Banerjee and the Hon’ble Raja 
Ranajit Singha Bahadur complain that thearrangements proposed by the Govern- 
ment of India, in respect of the constitution of the Corporation, do not follow in 
substance the Bombay model. Evon if it were true they do not follow the 
Bombay model I am not particularly concerned to defend it, because, as I 
have said before, there has never been any intention.to follow that model 
slavishly ; but when these gentlemen tell us that the basis of the Bombay 
boa is not one-half elected and one-half nominated members, I must challenge 
that allegation. [The Hon’ble Basu SurenpranatH Banensev said :—‘‘I said 
that if a close analysis is made between the system in force in Bombay and the 
system now proposed, it will be found that they are not identical.”), 1 do 
maintain this, that the basis of the Bombay constitution is undoubtedly one-half 
elected and one-half nominated Commissioners. Whoare the Justicesin Bombay ? 
How do they get their apepentey These Justices in Bombay do not 
correspond to the Honorary Magistrates in Calcutta; they do not try cases like 
Honorary Magistrates do here. What their functions are I do not know, —_~ 
that they have the power of returning a certain number of members to 
Bombay Corporation. But one essential feature regarding them is this—that 
the whole of the Justices are nominated by the Government, and they hold 
their office purely and simply as nominees of the Government, and therefore, 
in effect, there is no practical difference between the Justices nominating 
certain members of the Bombay Corporation and the fifteen Cone) 
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who are to be nominated by the Government here, If the Hon’ble Member 
contends that ihe Councillors elected by the nominated Justices owe their 
seats to election, why does he object, as he has done, to the precisely similar 

ment Which is proposed for the General Committee? “It has been said 
that four of the members to bo elected to the General Committee by the 
nominated Commissioners will be nominees of the Government; how then can 
he say that the 16 members to be elected by the Justices in Bombay are not 
nominees of the Government ? 


“The Hon’ble Mr. Apcar said something tothe effect that the reduction 
in the number of ward Commissioners from two to one in each ward will 
have the effect of entirely disfranchising the Muhammadan community. 
That statement has to a considerable extent been answered by the Hon’ble 
Mr. Oldham. The Muhammadan community possesses nine per cent. of the 
voting power ; possibly a considerable number of them will be knocked out; 
but I'am not prepared to admit that the whole of them would bé knocked out. 
If it were so, the remedy would be in the hands of the Government, who 
would appoint a considerablé number of Muhammadans, Then the Hon’ble 
Mr. Apcar said that would diminish the power of the Government to nominate 
representatives of other communities; but what he inferred from this is not 
correct; because as the total number of Commissioners is reduced, the relative 
value of nomination will be increased, and the powers of the Government 
. will in no way be interfered with. 


“This is all, I think, I need say in reference to tho first part of the 
roposals of the Government of India in regard to the constitution of the 
Damorntidn: 

“T now turn to what has been said in regard to the constitution of the 
General Committee. The object of the proposal with reference to the 
constitution of the General Committee, the main object, is to get rid of the 
want of similarity, which existed in the original Bill, between the constitution 
of the General Committee and the constitution of the Corporation ; and surely 
this object’ is sufficiently reasonable in itself not to call for any elaborate 
defence? There can be no doubt that the absence of similarity in the constitu- 
tion of these two co-ordinate authorities is a possible source of friction and 
of danger, and to a certain extent it was. a defect in the original Bill. And no 
one pressed this argument in the Select Committee with greater force and 
persistence than the Hon’ble Members who represented the Corporation, It 
was probably unavoidable, so long as the sleeben. Commissioners out-numbered 
the nominated Commissioners by two to one, But now that these two wings 
are to be made of equal strength, the reason for it disappears. 


“From some remarks, which have been made to-day, it seems to be supposed 
_ that in the General Committee there will not be a true balance of interests 
between the two parties, the elected section and the nominated section. Some 
gentlemen seem to think that the Government will invariably select its four 
members from among the nominated Commissioners only. I know of no 
authority for such a suggestion, The Government intends to preserve an 
absolutely free hand in the selection of its four members on the General 
Committee; and will always endeavour to sélect those Commissioners who, in 
its opinion, are most likely to do honest and efficient work, without regard to 
the particular wing or section of the Corporation to which they belong. 

“Then, again, it has been, urged that it is wrong in principle for the 
Government or any outside authority to make any direct appointments to the 
General Committee, and that once the Corporation is constituted by election 
and nomination, there should be no further interference, and that the Commis- 
sioners should be left to elect to the General Committee any Porequs whom 
they think fit in any manner authorised by law. Asa matter o theory I am 
‘not prepared to accept this view without much stronger reasons than have been 
adduced. And as a matter of precedent, we know that this is the very system 
which has worked and worked well in Bombay. But apart from either eory 
or precedent, there isa good practical reason why the Government should be 
directly esented on the General Committee. Under the law of 1888 the 
General Commities isa mere Committee of the Corporation; ithas no powers of 
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its own; and all its resolutions are subject to the confirmation of the Corpora- 
tion in Meeting. But under the new Bill we have changed all that. Under the 
new Bill the General Committee will become a co-ordinate authority. It will 
possess considerable independent powers ; aud none of its resolutions, with certain 
specified exceptions, will require confirmation by the Corporation. It will be 
an independent and, within its own sphere, a governing body. Therefore, it 
seems to me there is as much reason for Government to be directly represented 
on the General Committee us on the other co-ordinate authority, the Corpora- 
tion itself. 

“1 now pass on to what has been said by the Hon’ble the Raja of Nashipur 
in reference to the proposal that the eight members of the General Committee 
who are to be elected shall be chosen in equal proportions from the two wings.: 
He said there was no such rule in Bombay. That is quite true, but I do not 
admit that the fact that there is no such rule in Bombay is any reason why there 
should not be such a rule here. The Council are aware that in the Corporation 
the elected and the nominated members are to be equal in numbers. Now if 
we follow the Bombay rule and allow these eight members to be elected to the 
General Committee by the whole body of Commissioners elected and nomi- 
nated, and if each section puts forward its whole voting power, then each of the 
two sections would. be able to elect one-half of the eight members. This 
result is what Government desires to attain, and it has been thought desirable 
both by the Government of India and by the Government of Bengal that 

rovision should be expressly made for it in the Bill, and that it should not be 
Toft to the mere chances of election. 

“This is all I need say, as I think Ihave answered every relevant 
point which has been raised. There are many other points to which I have 
expressly not referred, because they appeared to me to be points which go 
beyond the motion before us. But, so far as I can recollect, I have 
gathered together all the relevant arguments. I hope and I confidently expect 
that the Council will reject the amendments proposed by the Hon’ble Babu: 
Surendranath Banerjee and will accept the substantive motion which I have 
made.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Apcar said:—“T. desire to say a few words by way of 
personal explanation. The Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill has challenged 
a statement I have made, and said there isa complete answer to it. I only 
referred to’ the matter in illustration of the unbusinesslike way in which the 
work of the Municipality is done. If it happened to be an attack upon the 
Executive, I am sorry, but that was not my primary purpose. The facts were 
formally mentioned before the General Committee, and there was no contradic- 
tion to any of the facts I put forward, I shall be glad to supply the Hon’ble 
Member with a copy of my note on the subject.” 


The Hon’ble Basu SurenDRANATH BANERJEE in reply said:—“I hope 
and trust that the Council will not follow the advice of the Hon’ble 
Member in charge 6f the Bill and reject my amendment. The Hon’ble 
Member has remarked that if the amendment was accepted it would be impos- 
sible to dispose of the measure in the present session of the Council. I think 
that in a matter of this magnitude and importance it is very desirable that the 
public should have the amplest opportunity of considering and discussing the 
results which would follow from the adoption of the highly important changes 
proposed by the Government of India. I desire to correct some mistakes of 
fact which the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill has made in the course of 
his speech. He said that this Bill has been before the public fortwo years and 
a half, but as a matter of fact it has been before the public for one year 
and five months, the first intimation of the measure having been given in 
February 1898, Then there are important points which the public and the 
public bodies have not considered, questions relating to the reduction of the 
number of elected Commissioners, the constitution of the General Committee 
and other matters. ‘These are questions which have never been before the 
Corporation and the public, I think it right that they should now be 


As 





consulted in regard to them. My hon’ble friend has ‘observed that the Cor- 

poration is well represented in this Council, and it is not necessary to refer 

it again to the Corporation. Why then was the Bill originally referred to 
the .Corporation? It isa matter of the first importance, and I hope my hon’ble 
friend will agree to refer the Bill to the Corporation whom it most vitally 
affects. Let us have some more light, some kindly light thrown upon the sub- 
ject. Iam not quite sure that the European members of the Corporation 
might not be opposed to the dangerous innovations which have been proposed 
by the Government of India. I think it would be only fair to refer the Bill 
to the Corporation for their opinion upon the new sagcees before the Council. 

‘Then there are the remarks made by the Hon’ble Member who repre- 
sents the University, in the course of which he said he could not believe that 
any criticisms which might now be made would affect the question. I regret 
I am not prepared to accept that view. Ihave said that the Government of 
Bengal and the Government of India are highly deferential to the expression 
of public opinion. If we are able to put forward views that are sound and 
reasonable, I have not thé slightest doubt that the Government will pay to 
those views the consideration to which they are entitled. 

“ Then there is the rule which guides our deliberations, that when a motion 
is made for reference to a Select Committee, the Members of the Council 
have the opportunity of declaring their views on the principle of the measure 
so proposed to be referred. Therefore, we ought to take this opportunity 
of saying what we have to say, and leave it to the Government to accept or not 
the proposals which we put forward. 

’“T am very sorry that certain remarks should have been made in this 
Council which imply a reflection upon some of those who have taken part 
in the agitation against this Bill. Such remarks are, I think, deeply to be 
deplored. The Hon’ble Mr. Mackenzie was pleased to say that a number 
of agitators had got up an agitation at public meetings in this town and 
elsewhere against this Bill, and that all this agitation was the work of wire- 
pullers, of which the Government need not take the slightest notice.” 

‘ 

The Hon’ble Mr. Baker rose to order:—“The Hon’ble Member is only 
entitled to reply to remarks made upon his amendment. He is not entitled to 
reply on the original motion.” 


The Hon’ble rue Prestpent said :—‘ The Hon’ble Member can reply to the 
remarks which have been made,” 


The Hon’ble Basu -SurewpranatH BANERJEE continued :— Men repre- 
senting the largest interests in this town have taken part in these demonstrations 
and have recorded their protest against the provisions of this Bill, and it is 
idle to say that these meetings were got up by wire-pullers and political 
agitators. It is all very well for my hon’ble friend to call others political 
agitators, but what would he say if his accusers were to turn round upon him 
and urge that he was a bit of a political agitator himself and that he sent round 
a circular to the tea-planters of Sylhet and Cachar asking them to set up an 
agitation in favour of this Bill? Would he not feel indignant and would we 
not sympathize with him in his distress? At the public meetings which have 
been referred to, the richest men in this town were present—the representatives 
of the Seals, the Mullicks, the Sets, the Rajas of Sobha Bazar and of various 
other influential families, of gentlemen who own about three-fourths of the 
Euro; portion of this town. What would be the fate of-the Hon’ble 
ag ge his friends if they made up their minds to oust them from their 
ea residences at Chemraee s Why they would be like the wandering 

ews and other homeless Fe le 

“As to the voters in England, the Eppa was a £10 rate, which almost 
eeery novesboldar possesses. Here itisRs.24ayear. [The Hon’ble Mr. Baker 
—The comparison is not between Rs, 24 and £10, but the annual value of 
_ the house on which the tax is assessed. The valuation of the house is £10,. 
and every body inhabiting a house of that assessed value is a yoter, Here 





it is an assessment of Rs. 150 a year.) That is so, and it amounts to 
universal suffrage, for almost every dwelling in England has that valuation. 
“Once — I desire to say, on’ behalf of the people of Calcutta and of 


those whom I have the honour to represent, that if the recommendations of the 
Government of India are embodied in this Bill, it is our deliberate opinion that 
it would mean a death-blow to the prospects of Local Self-Government in 
Caleutta.” My hon’ble friend the member in charge of the Bill is not aware of 
the deep-seated disappointment which will result by rushing this Bili through 
in its final stages. It would be much better to allow a little time for the 
discussion of this measure than to hurry it through in this fashion. That is the 
dictum of political wisdom, and I ask that the Council will adopt that dictum 
by its vote.” 


The Hon’ble rau Prestpenr said:—“ It will be expected of me that on an 
occasion of so much importance I shall close the debate myself, I think it is 
_ hardly necessary after the excellent speech the Council oo heard from the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill. And at this stage of the afternoon, 
what I have to say should be said as shortly as Iean. I should like to speak to 
the Hon’ble Members who are opposed to the Bill in the frank and simple 
words that come from sympathy in their disappointments. When I first spoke 
upon this Bill last November, "g remember saying that I realised their pain and 
vexation. It is not possible that a measure of this kind could have been 
introduced without rousing these feelings. Every member of a body, which 
is alleged to have disappointed expectation, is certain to resent the imputation 
with warmth. But it is against human nature not to be sorry for the man who 
means well and nevertheless does not succeed. And it has been in that attitude 
that I stand to this Bill to-day. My regret is sincere that it should be neces 
sary to wound the feelings of a body whose intentions bave been excellent. 

But, as I said last year, tenderness of feeling cannot be allowed to stand 
in the way of changes that are essential to the good government of the capital 
city of India, and the judgment which I expressed last year,. and which I 
ventured to think was impartial, was that the changes of constitution proposed 
in the Bill were essential. I have listened with interest to-day to the eloquent, 
and in many points practical, speeches which have been delivered in opposition. 
I listened with respect to the assurances of the Hon’ble Members who are 
themselves Municipal Commissioners that the administration of Calcutta is all 
that it should be, and that, if there are defects, it is not the Corporation that 
are to blame. Iam not, as they are, an expert, but nevertheless in a matter of 
this sort I must trust my own eyes and my own experiences, and with what- 
ever regret I say it, I am compelled to say that in my judgment there is — 
imperious need of improvement in the methods of administration in our city. 

“The opinions of the majority of this Council, the opinions which I expressed 
last year, and which I have now been compelled to reiterate, and the Hence 
from those opinions which were Paoarded by the Hon’ble Members, have now 
been before another tribunal. I want you to consider what that tribunal is. 
It is a Government of India so completely changed within the last two years 
that the Military Member of Council is the only representative left of the y 
which accepted the proposals of Sir Alexander Mackenzie in 1897. It is a body 
of the highest and most experienced officials in India, and it is presided over by 
a Governor General who has engaged himself, as you all know, with the most 
lively interest in inquiring for himself into the merits of this controversy. It 
was to this body that our coutroversy was submitted. I can conceive no body 
whose impartiality and whose judgment were more to be trusted. 

‘The judgment has been that for efficient administration a change in the 
constitution of the Corporation must be made, and that we must go still 
further than we proposed in the amendment of the constitution. That 
conclusion is, of course, a disappointment; but I think all reasonable men will 
admit that it is a conclusion which we must now accept without further demur. 


A dissatisfied party appeals from the High Court to the at Council, But 
if the Privy Council decides against him, he may persona ly consider the 


“decision wrong, but there is no more to be said or done. That is the case here. 
There has been an appeal toa tribunal whose impartiality none can impugn, 
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and that tribunal with a courtesy and consideration which only illustrate the 
— of its opinion has given its judgment. To that judgment we must 
conform. 

“Of course, it is a disappointment to the losing side. In that disappoint- 
ment I can myself participate, for the judgment is, in a measure, against 
myself, The conclusion is not that Sir Alexander Mackenzie’s Bi!l went too far, 
but that it did not go far enough, and that the number of elected members on the 
Corporation must be reduced from fifty to twenty-five. Sir Alexander Mackenzie 
was of opinion that this reduction was unnecessary so long as the Executive 
was strengthened and strong. The Select Committee gave the Local Govern- 
ment clear and definite powers of intervention in case of any miscarriage. 
With this’ safeguard I myself was prepared to be responsible for the good 
government of the city without further change of the constitution. That is not 
the opinion of the Government of India. They have balanced, as I did, 
advantages and disadvantages, They give greater weight than I did to the 
danger of friction, and call upon us to make an adjustment which shall avoid 
it. This is the deliberate conclusion of an capertial tribunal. I may and do 
regret it, just as some other Members of this Council have done to-day, but the 
arguments they use have never been absent from the minds of my predecessor 
or myself, and I cannot deny that in their serener atmosphere the Government 
of India are better judges, than we in the stress of contest, as to the exact 
weight that should be attached to them. I have, therefore, on the part of my 
Government accepted their conclusion. I cannot expect the Hon’ble Mem- 
bers who oppose the Bill to accept it without objection, but I am sure that they 
and the community of Calcutta will, in their further attitude in this discussion, 
remember the character of the tribunal which has given this decision and the 
sympathetic assurance with which that decision has baa conveyed. It is final; 
it has to be accepted. What has now to be done, let us, for the reasons given 
by the Hon’ble Mr. Baker, do as quickly as a just consideration of details will 
pare I indulge the hope that the Council will join in this resolve, firstly, 

ecause of the notable moderation of the speeches that have been made in 
opposition, and, secondly, because of the assurance that my hon’ble friend 
Babu Surendranath Banerjee gave us in his opening speech—if he thought 
the Government of India had finally made up their mind, he would not waste 
time. That the Government of India has made up its mind he may take it 
from their letter to be absolutely certain. In that conclusion the Local 
Government has finally concurred, 

“For the reasons the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill has given, there 
will be no difficulty in completing the revision of the simple details that will be 
committed to them within a fortnight, and I trust the Council will accept the 
motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Baker. There are two matters to which the 
Hon’ble Mr. Baker has not referred, and about which I would like to say afew 
words tothe Council. The first is, that it was with much reluctance that I was 
compelled to intervene and call to order two Hon’ble Members who addressed 
us this afternoon. One of the points on which the expression of views was 
about to be made was that of the allegation of corruption among the Municipal 
Commissioners of Calcutta. That is a matter on which the Cor oration, I 
see, are about to address me, and upon which the Corporation will have an 
immediate reply from myself. It is unnecessary to go further into it now. 
It is not a matter to discuss here. The second matter is as to the character of 
the administration of Calcutta in the past. I also ruled that this was out of 
order and beyond discussion, for the reason that the Government of India had 
come to their conclusion —_ that point and had confirmed the opinion of 
Sir Alexander Mackenzie. The other question to which I wish to refer is that 
which my hon’ble friend Babu Surendranath Banerjee mentioned at the end 
of his first speech, He said this was a measure which was a death-blow to 
the prospects of Local Self-Government in Calcutta. I venture to rémind him 
and all the Members of this Council of what I said on this subject last Novem- 
ber. I said then that Local Self-Government was confined to no single and 
solitary system. Local Self-Government may be carried out and carried 
forward in many different forms and fashions, and the man who should refuse 
to amend the system of Local Self-Government, which was not fulfilling 





expectations, would be the most deadly enemy of the whole system of Local 
Self-Government. The friend of Local Self-Government is the man who 
accepts experience and makes modifications Reordingty: Therefore, I must 


take the liberty to differ from my hon’ble friend, an can assure him that, 
so far from this measure being a death-blow to Local Self-Government, it is the 
truest help that Local Self-Government can in fact receive. Whatever disap- 
pointment it may bring to one particular class, the result will be sustained 
success and improvement in the administration of Calcutta.” 


The Hon’ble Basu SurenpranatH Banerser’s amendments being put to 
the vote, the Council divided :— 


Ayes 6. Noes 11. 
The Hon’ble Babu Surendranath Banerjee, | The Hon’ble Mr, Mackenzie. 
The Hon’ble Babu Boikanta Nath Sen. The Hon’ble Mr. Spink. 
The Hon’ble Dr. Asutosh Mukhopadhyaya. | The Hon’ble Mr. Slack. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Apoar. The Hon’ble Mr. Handley. 


The Hon’ble Raja Ranajit Singha Bahadur, of | The Hon’ble Mr. Buckland. 
i The Hon’ble Rai Durgugati Banerjea Baha- 


dur. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Baker. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Bolton. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Buckley. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Oldham. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur Syud Ameer 
Hossein. 


Nashipur. 
The Hon’ble Babu Jatra Mohan Sen. 


So the amendments were lost. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Baker’s motion was then put and carried. 
The Council adjourned to Monday, the 21st August, 1899. 


Assistant Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal, 
Legislative Department. 


Caucurta ; F. G. WIGLEY, 
The 29th August, 1899, 
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RESOLUTION’ ON THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PORT OFFIOER, 
CALCUTTA, FOR THE YEAR 1898-99, . 


No. 1636Marine. 
GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL, MARINE DEPARTMENT. 


Dated Caloutta, the 29th August 1899. 
RESOLUTION. 


Reap— 
Letter No, 2660, dated 14th July 1899, from the Port Officer, Calcutta, submitting 
his Annual Report for 1898-99, 

Commanper P, J, Fatte, x.uM., took over control of the Port Officer's 
Department from Commander B. P. Creagh, k.1.m., on the forenoon of the 1st 
April 1898, and has presided over the Department throughout the year, 

2. The strength of the Bengal Pilot Service, at the close of the year, stood 
at 50, showing a reduction of two, as compared with the previous year. This 
was caused by one Pilot having resigned, and one retired. There are three 
grades of Pilots, viz. Branch Pilots, Master Pilots, and Mate Pilots, and the 
number on the list is divided between these grades as follows :— 


Branch Pilots ... vee sc 616 
Master Pilots ... He ove 25 
Mate Pilots... oss ngs’ 39 


of these seven Branch Pilots and one Master Pilot are licensed. 

8. The number of Leadsmen increased from 9 on the 81st March 
1898 to 11 at the close of the year. In the review of the previous year, 
it was stated that, owing to the ha reduction from 13 to 9 of the staff of 
apprentices, iy pao ta had been made to obtain from England the services 
of five additional Leadsmen. During the year three apprentices were appointed 
in England, but as one apprentice resigned during the year the total increase 
in the number has been only two. Subsequent to the close of the year, two 
more apprentices were appointed from England, and the Secretary of State 
has been requested to send out another apprentice, who will arrive about the 
end of the current year. No local candidate ee to be examined in April 
1899, and arrangements have been made to hold {a special examination in 
November 1899 for the admission of a local candidate. 

4, In 1893 it was decided to eae reduce the strength of the Bengal 
Pilot Service, so as to give them more frequent employment, and thus make 
them more efficient. In 1895 the first step was made in this direction by 
reducing the number to 55, and now the strength has fallen to 50, which was 
the number contemplated in 1893, 

The employment of the Pilots is shown in the following statement :— 








wos etehaan' — oi wuss plltted coke ae 

ré ater, —— ~ 

1898-99. 1897-98. 1898-99. 1897-98. 
Branch Pilots ode 11:3 Mbil TAT 741 
Senior Master Pilots ved 11:02 9°63 579 6:06 
Junior Master Pilots ove 6:12 816 4:43 4°44 
Mate Pilots 94 7:98 7:49 3:34 3°69 


In the case of the Branch Pilots, the number of vessels piluted shows an 
increase, while in the grade of Junior Masters, the number of vessels piloted 
is practically the same. F F 

In the remaining grades the number of vessels piloted shows a reduction, 
due in one case to the larger number at work, and in the other to a smaller 


number of vessels falling to the grade, 

















5. The following table shows the number of arrivals‘and departures of 
vessels during the past three years:— ‘ 


| Year. Arrivals. | Departures. | re 








1 | 2 | 8 | 4 | 5 
1896-97 wes 939 924 8,002 
Steamers oe | 1897-98 ees 1,102 1,097 2,995 
1898-99 i 1,102 1,116 3,116 
1896-97 eee 118 1l4 1,580 
Sailing vessels vee 1897-98 oe 133 126 1,866 


1898-99 ee 105 | 107 1,757 


This shows a further decrease in the number of sailing vessels visiting 
the port. ; 

6, The following statement shows the number of vessels drawing over 21 
feet piloted inwards and outwards during the last two years:— 





| 21.22, | 22.28, | 25-24, | 24-25, | 25.26, | 26-27, | Total. 







Year. . a . | 


Outwards, 
Outwards. 





1897-98 3 96 | 55 | 118 uh) 
88 





os 187 48 | 149 7 59 1 12 

Bteamers ww me on {] dupe99 | 87 20 |ia | 66 |i | 23 [ass | 4 | 196 21 | 159 | 658 
i 1897.98 ow | 28 MM 23 23 8 5 “* 1 o om we 54 68 
Bailing veseels .. {]tymva = | a8 | as | as | | 7] 7] 8] ad os | 8 





Compared with the previous year, there has been a decrease in the number 
of steamers inwards and an increase in outwards, and a decrease in the number 
of sailing ships both inwards and outwards. 

7. Only one vessel was neaped during the year. During 1896-97 
45 vessels were detained, and in 1897-98 six vessels were detained for want of 
water, and the gradnal reduction in these numbers appears to show that the 
several channels of the river have improved. 

8. There were 27 groundings and 4 collisions during the year against 33 
and 8 respectively, during the previous year. Of the roundinge, 13 were 
either accidental or slight, 4 due to alteration of channel, and 2 in which the 
Pilots were not to blame. In the case of the collisions, one vessel, the 
8.8. Mecca, was totally lost, and in two others damage was caused. The percen- 
tage of casualties to vessels ‘was 1:27 against 1°66 and 1°90 in the two 
previons esd This record is satisfactory. 

9. Thirty three preliminary enquiries were held by the Port Officer 
during the year, of which 3 were referred to Departmental Courts of Enquiry. 
In two of these the Pilots were found guilty of negligence and want of proper 
care, and were suitably punished. In the third case, the Departmental Court 
found that the Pilot was not to blame. The Government, however, consid 
that the Pilot’s action amounted to rash and negligent navigation, but as he 
had been acquitted of blame by the Court, no punishment was inflicted on him 
beyond the record of the opinion of Government. , 

10. Three special Marine Courts were also held duringthe year. In the 
first case, resulting in the loss of the 8.8. Mecca, the Court was of opinion that 
the casualty was due to an error of judgment of the Master, who was drowned. 
The Court was further of opinion that the Chief Engineer of the S.S. Lindula 








the vessel against which the Mecca collided, was to blame for want of energy 
we 3 by him in repairing the shaft of his vessel, and he was warned to 


keep his log in a more methodical manner. The Chief Engineer of the §.8. 
Mecea also was severely censured for gross negligence in omitting to close the 
watertight door of the engine room of the vessel. In the second case, the Court 
found the Tug Master gut , and suspended his certificate as Master, and his 
license as steam-tug pilot, for three months, a local certificate of competency as 
Mate being granted him for that period. In the third case, which was one of 
grounding near bless 5s pene the Court found the Master guilty, and his 
certificate was suspended for three months. 

11, The Inland Steam Vessels Act was amended during the year to 
enable Local Governments to frame rules for the protection of inland vessels 
from collisions. Rules were accordingly framed and submitted to the Govern- 
ment of India, snd are at present under consideration. , 

» 12. The 8S. Guide made 21 trips during the year. As explained in 
previous years, these trips are made chiefly in towing pilot brigs to and from 
their stations, and in supplying them with stores, water, and provisions. 

13. The receipts and expenditure on account of pilotage for the last 
three years are shown below:-- 


Receipts, Expenditure, 

Rs. Rs. 
1896-97. tee oe 8 55,724 7,44,392 
1897-98 ... a we 10,45,081 8,51,887 
1898-99. bes we» 10,383,642 6,238,655 


14, The number of certificates of each class granted to Masters, Mates, 
Engineers and engine-drivers, after examination in Calcutta, is shown in the 
table below :— 


Resvt, 






Candidates, number 


cate 
examined, Passed. | Failed, Not Sranted, 


eligible. 
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—_— a = 
A i aa mee 9 3 6 
pote Provisional we oe | sree | se | oneny | cere |S tome 
| First Mate .. in 30 l4 a) | eer eee 
Colonial os ow 4 | Only . ek 1 (am i eae stoves 
Second ,, Se ae 20 6 pT ee et 
| First-class Engineer as 6 2 3 ee see divine 
Second-ciass , aus as 7 Py De, me: | ROR Hic a 
zi { Risster wes | asset oe seen le serene stone ne 
ome Trade ., —,,, ate ge? thee Feel at 2 taseee sees eveete 
Engine-driver under Act Vit tous weaee | oseeesf)wwanee see TD sesene 
of 1884, 
First-class Master ..,  ,., 1 erence 1 porns 
{| sszeiste ” oe ee 2 = w cones 
Berang . us” owe . eveee 
Looal et) Bagincor me 1 hell Seam bate ~ 
{| First-class” engine-driver "” 31 “a 
\ Second-class » oe 









15, The duties of First Engineer and Shipwright Surveyor were con- 
ducted by Mr. G. Robertson throughout the year, With the exception of 27 days 
in September 1898, when he was on_ privilege leave. During this period 
Mr. E. G. Venn, the Second Surveyor, acted for him, and was assisted by 
Mr. T. W. Fish, Lloyd’s Surveyor. 

16. The gross receipts from fees, collected for surveys, amounted to. 
Rs. $1,627, and the expenditure, including travelling allowances of Surveyor to 
out-stations, amounted to Rs. 27,110. In all 422 vessels were surveyed, 

17. The Department was efficiently managed by Commander Falle during 
oh year, and the thanks of the Lieutenant-Governor are due to the Port 

cer, 


tin By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


| R. B, BUCKLEY, 
ete) Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal. 
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REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE SALT MARKET FOR THE FIRST 
QUARTER OF 1899-1900. 


No. 688B., dated Calcutta, the 18th August,1899. 


From—H. J. McInrosu, Esa., Offg. Secretary to the Board of Revenue, L.P., 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Financial Department. 


I am directed to submit the following report on the state of the salt 
Saur. market for the first quarter of 1899-1900, 
aE Te ee, eer the months of April, May and 
2, The quantity of salt of every description cleared during the quarte 
amounted to 29,38,009 maunds, as compared with 25,63,412 maunds in the 
previous quarter and 27,56,417* maunds in the 
corresponding quarter of the previous year; and 
the net amount of duty levied thereon was Rs. 69,58,672, as against 
Rs. 60,73,882 in the previous quarter and Rs. 65,28,353* in the corresponding 
quarter of the previous year. ; 
3. The quantity of locally-made salt removed from the golas in Orissa 
during the quarter, and the quantity which remained in store at its close, are 
shown in table (1) below ;— 


* Revised figures. 


Tanz I. 











Puri. 


Mds. 
Balance at the close of the previous quarter 4. 4,84,610 


Manufactured or added during the quarter =, | tue yee 








Total one 4,84,610 

Sold during the quarter qe oo ay 17,148 

Waslage ry) ov we oe 2,853 
ee 

Total hg 20,001 

Balance at the close of the quarter .., ow» | 4,64,609 


— $$ TF 


The total sales of locally-made salt during the quarter amounted to 17,148 
maunds, as compared with 15,616 maunds in the previous quarter and 7,186 
maunds in the corresponding quarter of the previous year, Duty was paid 
on the full quantity sold. 

4, The subjoined table a) shows in detail the importations into the port 
of Calcutta and the total clearances of sea-imported salt during the ie 


~ ‘ 
\ 





as compared with the figures of the corresponding quarters of the last two 
years:— 

















Taste II. : 
1897-98, 1898.99, 1899-1900, 

Wuexce mrorrep. First quarter. | First quarter, | First quarter, 
» Imported. | Cleared, Imported. | Cleared, | Imported. | Cleared, 
CSS MA 
"ss 

s Mads, Mds, Mads, Mads, Mds. 

oo oa 18,19,161 10,138,402 16,00,915 16,42,001 14,92,450 
on on Tie we 1,083,142 8,06,649 2,58,800 
fa ee. Sent LR Ve cease “Yain16 
oe oe suas te 
bis pe 38,956 agi 
ae a Sidans 6,160 
we ne 1,58,910 2,05,419 
we oes 1,89,711 2,52,400 
er) oo ay 008 54,100 

- iss Saas 18,172 cons 

ow - assess oO} | mf 1,800 | 
oy ow 1,353,383 55,152 1,446,094 
Total oe 25,53,165 24,36,253 18,80,621 20,89,069 














5. Table IIT shows the quantity of sea-imported salt remaining in the 
warehouses at the close of the quarter, as compared with the results of the 
previous four quarters:— 


























Taste III. 
= —=—=—— 
First quarter (Second quarter) Third quarter | Fourth uarter) First quarter 
‘Wuens store. of 180). of 1898-99, of 1898-99, of 1608-09. of 1890-1000. 
1 | 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 6 
Mas, Mds. Mds, Mas, Mas, 

Sulkea Government salt golas one ow 10,738,011 14,95,496 18,384,249 17.26.1290 
Kidderpore Dock ditto as oe a0 5,19, 182 6,453,200 5,03,972 5,857,063 
Chittagong Government salt golas o- ove 40,816 1,05,229 1,75,8%4 75710 
Ditto vate dit oe one 1,86, 737 1,982,081 98,037 55,057 
Narayan, (Bonded salt warehouses) on 10,522 16,170 58,600 41,287 
Khulna ditto! won oo 5,120 2.646 2,082 1,005 
Balasore ditto oe tee 874 5,100 8,673 S29 
Chandbali ditto ow ow 6,016 15,080 10,184 10,559 
Bhairab Bazar ditto oe ow 8,640 24,000 21,500 25,830 
Thalakati ditto a in 6.778 46,800 36,800 18/100 

Bhagalpur ditto ow ae 6,210 2,120 eoouee antes 

Purulia ditto oe ow 9,970 eta eseese pene 

| af 

Total aes 18,77,871 24,88,402 27,46,381 27,59,972 | 25,183,063 





6. The despatches of salt from Calcutta by water and the three railways 
passing through the several pass-stations into the interior of the country, both 
east and west of the river Hooghly, as well as the despatches by steamers and 
flats during the pore and the corresponding quarters of the last two years, 
are shown in table (IV) below:— 


Tasiz IY. 
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7. The quantity of salt despatched by the East Indian Railway to sta- 
tions beyond Buxar during the quarter amounted 


April *,, iso G to 5,621 maunds and 10 seers, as noted in the 
May iS .. 224820 margin, against 2,613 maunds and 10 seers in 
une 


+» 1873 30 the previous quarter, and 2,250 maunds and 
Total ... 6,621 19 20 seers in the corresponding quarter of the 
previous year. 
8. The quantity of saltpetre removed from the gam during the 
quarter on payment of duty amounted to 5,552 maunds, as compared with 
6,850 maunds in the previous quarter, and 6,074 maunds in the corresponding 
quarter of the previous year. ’ 
9. The shipments of Liverpool salt for the port of Calcutta, according to. 
the published market reports, were as follows :— 








Tons, 

April 1899 AS A we -15,400 
May 4 Me ae «. «84,810 
June, ome oon ae 11,540 
Total eee 61,250 


It is reported that three sailing vessels were en route for Calcutta at the 
close of the quarter with 7,700 tons of salt from Hamburg. 

10. Table V shows the average wholesale price per 100 maunds of 
Liverpool and other descriptions of salt during each fortnight of the quarter :— 



































Taste V. 

Fortnight Fortnight Fortnight Fortnight Fortnight Fortnight 
DESCRIPTION OF SALT, ending 15th ending 3¢th ending 15th ending 3ist ending 15th ending 30th 
April 1899. April 1899, May 1899, May 1899, June 1890, June 1899, 

1 | 2 | 8 | 4 | 5 | 6 | 7 

Rs. a, P. Rs. a. P. Rs, a. P. Rs, A. P. Bs, A, P. Rs, A. ® 
Liverpool Panga on ~ os 6412 9 6 5 1 1 8 66 9 10 61 9 2 611 8 
Hamburg Karkach wa. on a 00 oe 97 63 9 7 5B 4 65 3 8 60 0 

Muscat ditto - - 0 wo 8 0 040 J es a gests 40 
Jeddah GIO ante we 12 9 4412 5 4 00 “1 2 4991 419 
Bom ditto. ow ow wo 0 0 tw 0 0 #1 1 12 6 ow 46 000 

! 








11. The following table (VI) shows the quantity of sea-imported salt 
admitted into bond and cleared from bond and shipboard at the several outports 
and inland warehousing stations :— 














Tastz VI. 
ADMITTED INTO Born, OLRBARED. 
Port or 
SrarIoN, Description of salt, First : Fitts. First ; First 
juarter of juarter quarter o! juarter 
808.00, 800-1000, 1898-99, ‘{s00-100, 

































6 
8. C, Mos. 8, Mps, 8. Cc 
es ee. 646. 0. 0 190 20 0 
Chittagong... { Gp ee Pe) eeu Ts) x) 00 eer] 80 
Nara: “+ oo ate 00 85,477 15 0] 1,1%,724 5 0 
Khulna - oo 00 14,033 0 0 10,185 0 0 
Balasore a oe 00 11,404 20 0 8,061 6 0 
Chandbali oe a ow 00 3, 18 0 80,793 0 0 
Khairab Bazar Orr oo 27, oo 35,755 0 0 
Thalakati ” “ wee tee 00 56,260 15 0 40,364 30 0 
Bhagalpur «we “ oe aes 00 tee 10,878 0 0 sn008 
Purviia ow mo oe” oe 18,870 0 0} soenee 0 seyees 
FT OT OT OU Aa orm" 
Total °, 0 ©} 1,607,732 0 0} 812,312 28 0} 38,17,811 28 0 





No transactions in sea-imported salt have been reported for the quarter 
from Cuttack and Pari, 









For the week ending the 28th August 1899. 


Bardwan.—Rainfall at Sadar 2°32, Kalna 2°81, Katwa 2:59, Raniganj 0°42. Weather 
seasonable. Transplantation’of aman paddy completed Standing crops doing well. Fodder 
and water sufficient, Cattle-disease in Katwa slightly increased. Common rice selling 
as follows :— 


4 8rs. 
ooh ies sof eee 18 
oa sos ove 14 
mites oA ‘al a ity Per'rupes. 
Raniganj tie a ee ist 


Birbhum.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘51, Rampur Hat 1:16. Weather hot. More rain 
wanted Rice sells at Sadar and Rampur Hat 15 seors per rupee. Fodder sufficient. 


Bankura.—Rainfall at Bankura 0°88, Vishnupur 1-92. Weather hot with occasional 
light showers. More rain wanted. Weeding operations going on. Fodder and water 
sufficient. No cattle-disease reported. Rico is selling at Bankura 17} seers and at 
Vishnupur 17 seers per rupee. 


Midnapore.—Rainfall at Sadar 5°55, Contai 4:47, Tamluk 2°58, Ghatal 2°68. Aus 
paddy is being reaped. Prospects good. Aman paddy is being still transplanted. Frospects 
very good except in parts, which were inundated. attle-disease and grass-hoppers 
reported from some places in the Sadar subdivision. Common rico sells as follows :— 


8rs. cH. 

Sadar be see ie 15 0 

tai aes ie ace 15 0 
Tonia me ‘ea SK 14 33 ( Per rupee. 

Ghatal “se ws doa 18 0 


Hooghly.—Rainfall. at Sadar ‘69, Serampore 2°35. Transplantation of aman paddy 
continues. State of jute and sugarcane not favourablo. Cattle-disease in Sadar subdivision. 
Common rice selling at 14 seers per rupee. 


Howrah.—Rainfall at Sadar 0:57, Ulubaria 2:44. Weather hot and cloudy with 
occasional showers. Transplantation of aman still going on. Prospects hopeful. Condition 
of jute and sugarcane good. Harvesting of aus commonced. Fodder and water sufficient. 
Common rice sells at 18 seers 144 chitacks por rupee. 


24. »—Rainfall at Sadar 2°37, Barasat 3°34, Basirhat 1:23, Diamond 
Harbour 1:23. Weather: hot and cloudy. Prospect of winter rice crop is fair every- 
where, except in low lands in Basirhat and Diamond Harbour which aro still under water. 
Prospeot of aus and jute is not good in Diamond Harbour. Transplantation going on 
briskly. Aus being ‘harvested. Cattle-disoaso reported in Basirhat. Fodder and water 
sufficient. Common rice sells as follows :— 


8rs. 

cco ion ane «» 12t0 16 

arasat ei see as 15 
Basirhat sie ae wr 16 (¢ Per rupee. 

Diamond Harbour Pas Pa Ms 13 


Nadia.—Rainfall at Sadar °58, Kushtia 1:40, Moherpur 2°79, Ohuadanga 1-48, 
Ranaghat -96. Weather seasonable. Harvesting of aus aut daeging of jute going on. 
Prospects of standing crops good. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells as 
follows :— 


Sadar vee 7h ry 15 
— wee tes =A mn 8} 

eherpur we oe tee 4. er rupee. 
Chuadanga oo eee ose 14-4 ca tig 
Ranaghat Ss oo soe 13 


Murshidabad.—Rainfall at Sadar 2-18, Jangipur 1:02, Kandi 0°62. Weather cloudy 
and hot. Harvesting of bhadoi and outting of Jute continue, Transplantation of aman 
finished, Mulberry aie well. Fodder insufficient, and cattle- pox appears in Daulatabad 
police-station. Water sufficient. Common rice sells at Sadar 14 seers, Jangipur 15 seers, 
and Kandi 17 seers per rupee. 
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Jessore.—Rainfall at Sadar 0°77, Jhenida 0°40, Magura 0:96, Narail 0:41, Bangaon 
1:06. Weather seasonable, more or less cloudy with occasional light showers. Harvesting 
of aus paddy is going on. Prospect is good. Insects disappeared. Rivers are rising. No 


cattle-disease repor Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells as follows :— 
Srs. Ch. 
Sadar aoe - 16 8 
Jhenida a6 oe oes 16 0 
Magura ses we ies 18 12 }per rupee. 
Narail eae eee wee 15 0 
Bangaon joe ee ae le, ‘OGe 


Khulna.—Rainfall at Sadar 1°08, Bagirhat 2°25, Satkhira 2°31. Weather hot with 
occasional rain. Transplantation of aman and harvesting of-aus going on. Fodder and water 
sufficient, Insects have disappeared. Oommon rice as follows :— 


8rs. 
Sadar on oe aoe 16} 
Bagirhat " eee ove vee 164 } per rupee. 
Satkhira ooo vee ose 14 


Rajshahi.—Rainfall at Sadar 1°62, Nator 1-04, Naugaon 2°7. Prospects of crops 
fair. Harvesting of aus, steeping of jute, and transplantation of aman going on. No 
cattle-disease. ’odder and water plentiful. Common rice sells at 174 seers per rupee. 


Dinajpur.—Average rainfall 2°30. Weather seasonabe. Standing crops good. No 
cattle-disease. Fodder and water sufficient. Rice selling at 17 seers per rupee. 


Jalpaiguri.—Rainfall at Sadar 2:30, Alipur Duars 80. Weather hot and cloudy. 
Transplantation of haimanti paddy and steeping of jute progressing. Bhadoi paddy 
still being harvested. Fodder and water ample. Common rice sells at 14 seers per rupee. 


Darjeeling.—Rainfall at Darjeeling 6°64, Siliguri 7°45. Weather seasonable. 
Hilis—Kalai and phaphar being sown; Bhutta being reaped; bhadoi, haimanti dhan, chota 
and bara marua doing well. Terai—Jute and bhador being cut; haimanti paddy being 
transplanted ; sugarcane doing well. Coarse rice sells as follows :— 


8rs. 


Hills see aa es 10 
Terai at Se shire 16 } phe ak 


Bhutta sells at Darjeeling 25 seers and at Kalimpong 40 seers per rupee. 


Rangpur.—Rainfall at Sadar 1°48, Gaibanda 1:86, Kurigram 0°29, Nilphamari 0°56. 
Weather seasonable. Health of cattle good. Fodder and water sufficient. ‘lransplantation 
of winter rice and steeping of jute going on. Common rice selling at 17 seers 1 chitak 
per rupee. 

Bogra.—Average rainfall 3°03. dus being harvested. Cutting of jute and trans- 
plantation of aman still going on. Prospects good. Fodder and water ample. Oommon 
rice sells at 17 seers per rupee. 


Pabna.—Rainfall at Sadar 0°60, Sirajganj 1:08. Weather cloudy and hot. Pros- 
peots of crops good. Oommon rice sells at 15 seers 11 chitaks per rupee. 


Dacca.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:09, Manikganj ‘08, Munshiganj 1:42, Narainganj -97. 
Weather seasonable. Prospects of standing crops good. Fodder available. No cattle- 
disease. Common rice 17 seers per rupee. 


4°87, gail 5°71. Weather seasonable. 


of standing crops good. Common 
rice sells as follows :— Ro hoarti ral 


Srs. 
Sader ww ese #0 ae 20 
Jamalpur ... aes esa Re SS | 
Tangail ... oe ess + 17$  >per rupee. 
Kishorganj ose ile parotaes | Sonata 
Netrokona “a vee woe 24-4 J 


~ Faridpur—Rainfall at Sadar 1:39, Goalundo 0:71, Weather seasonable, State and 
prospects of crops generally fair. Common rice sells at 16} soors per rupee. 

- Backergunge.—Rainfall at Sadar 0°72, Weather seasonnble. Prospects of crops fair, 
rut patnars ineeets in places Common rice sells at 15 seers (aman) and 18 seers (aus) per 
rupee. 


Mymensingh.—Rainfall at Sadar 4°34, Kishorganj 2‘38, Jamalpur 3°08, Netrokona’ 
‘Tan Peviiee , “a 








Oe geiremmatnat at Sadar 1-24, ig br rove Tine Weather 
©. Jute cutting in . Prospects of aman continue favoura le. A i 
. of common rice 18 toées per rapes. as 


Noakhali.—Rainfall at Sadar 4:30, Feni 3-01. Prospects of crops fair. Transplan- 
tation of aman and harvesting of aus continue. Oattlo-disoase reported from Chagalnaya, 
Water sufficient. Fodder-supply less good than usual. Common rico—aman 16. seers and 
aus 19 seers perrupee. 


Chi ng.—Rainfall 0-92. Weather seasonable. Reaping of aus continues. Trans- 
plantation of aman progressing. Prospects good. Common rico 15 seers per rupee. Water 
and fodder sufficient. 

Patna.—Rainfall at Sadar 2°47, Barh 1:12, Bikram 1°68, Dinapore 4°58, Hilsa 1-60. 
Weeding of bhadoi crops going on in some places. ‘Transplantation of paddy still continues, 
Condition of cattle fair. Green fodder met water-supply for cattle plentiful. Common rice 
in Patna sells at 14 seers por rupee. 

Gaya.—Rainfall at Sadar 2°72, Jahanabad 2:07, Aurangabad 2°43, Nawada 0:63, 
Transplantation of paddy going on. Common rice selling at 13 seers per rupee. 

Shahabad.—Rainfall at Sadar 1°51, Buxar 2:45, Bhabua 2°53, Sasaram 5-22, 
Transplantation of paddy progressing. Fodder and water abundant. 

Saran.—Rainfall at Sadar 2-26, Siwan 8°28, opal ganj 7-54. Weather sultry. 
Transplantation of paddy continues. Prospects of bhadoi - Rain has much injurod 
prospects of paddy. Average price of common rice 13:8 seers and of makai 18°10 seers 
per rupee. 

Champaran.—Rainfall at Motihari 2°52, Bettiah 5°39, Barharwa 7°74, Bagaha 3°17, 
Ramnagar 2:62, Prospect of bhadoi crop not good. ‘Transplantation of aghani paddy pro- 

ing. Makati ripening. Kodo and sawan millets and early paddy being harvested. 

mmon rice sells at 184 seers per rupee, 

M —Rainfall at Sadar 8:55, Hajipur 2-48, Sitamarhi 1:96, Transplantation 
of rice still continues. Prices are—Oommon rice 11} seers, wheat 15 seers, barley 20 seers, 
makai 18 seers, gram 19 seers, rahar 19 seors per rupee. 


Darbhanga.—Rainfall at Sadar 4-76, Samastipur 9°43, Madhubani 1°61. Weathor 
‘hot with occasional showers. Transplantation of paddy is still in progress. Weeding 
of thadoi crops going on. Fodder and water sufficient. Sporadic cases of cattle-disease 
reported from the Sadar subdivision. Common rice sell as follows :— 


Srs. Ch. 
oes oes ake - 12 0 
mastipur oie ay «- 18 0 rupee. 
Madhubani e's ‘sa ic, (40S iii 


Monghyr.—Rainfall at Monghyr 166, Bogusarai 2:71, Jamui 5:06. Weather hot 
with occasional showers. Transplantation of winter rice going Wn. Prospects of bhadoi 
crops not favourable. Sowing of mirchai going on. Common rice stlls as follows :— 


8rs. Ch. 
Monghyr “nd ous eas 12 5 
Begusarai eos tee nes 1l 0 per rupee. 
Jamui se coe 12 0 7 


Bhagalpur.— Weather wet and bare with rain at intervals. Rainfall at Sadar 4°65, 
Banka 1°83, Madhipura 4°89, Supaul 4:29. Bhador bei reaped, outturn poor. Trans- 
plantation of aghant paddy almost over. Prospects favourable. Stray cases of cattle-disease 
reported. Prices stationary. : 

Purnea.—Rainfall at Sadar 3°07,-Kishanganj 5:85, Araria 3°30. Weather season- 
able. Bhadoi paddy being harvested. Jute being steeped and aghani being transplanted. 


Prospects good. Cattle-diseaso, called dhodhopa, prevails in thana Kaliaganj, Fodder and 
water sufficient. Common rice sells as follows :.- 


Srs. 
Kishai j oon eee an rupee. 
Masi ans Seige fhe 


Malda.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:13, Chanchal 2:50, Shibganj ‘12, Gajol 521. Weathor 
very hot with occasional showers of rain. Harvesting of bhadoi paddy going on. Prospects 
of winter rice good. Price of coarse rice (bhadoi) 17 seers per rupee. Fodder and water 





Sonthal Parganas.—Weathor clear and hot. Prospects of paddy good. Indian- 
corn poor. Oattle-disoose reported from Godda. Fodder and water sufficient. Average 
price of common rice 13 seers 9 chitaks and of Indian-corn 17 seers 8 chitaks per rupee. 


Cuttack.—Rainfall ot Sadar 1:83, Jajpur 1:68, Kendrapara 2°38, Banki 415." 


Weather seasonable. Sarad, jute, haldia cotton, and sugarcane are growing. Beali 
being harvested in places. Sarad being damaged by insects in places. in not 
sufficient. Condition of cattle generally good. Fodder and water sufficient, Common 
rice sells as follows :— 


; 8. ch. 
Cuttack ais see « 16 12 
Jajpur sas toe sipemey Y eumee: § 
Kendrapara is a Be 10 aa -_ ¢ DE rapes. 
Banki wav ws 40" 


Balasore.— Rainfall at Sadar 3:22. Weather hot. Weoding, puddling and transplanting 
of sarad continue. Beali is being reaped at places. Sugarcane thriving well. Rice sells 
at 184 seers per oh in the interior, and at 17 and 18 seers per rupee at Balasore and 
Bhadrak respectively. Cattle-disease reported from places. Fodder and water sufficient. 
Prospects of winter rice crop good. 


Angul.—Rainfall at Sadar 2°53, and at Bisipara ‘1. A fow light showers. In some 
places transplantation and second ploughing, which wore suspended, recommenced. In some 
laces highland winter paddy, which was growing yellow for want of rain, is now improving. 
Gatesoomable reports received from the interior. More rain urgently needed to complete 
agricultural operations. Aus paddy withering in some places. If there be sufficient rain 
within 10 days, prospects of crops will not be bad. The Bubdivisional Officer, Khondmals, 
reports the same as in last week. Rice sells at Angul 22 soors and at Bisipara 12 seers per 
rupee. ; 

Puri.—Rainfall at Sadar 3:47, Kourda 4°52. Beali and mandia being out in places, 
Sarad being weeded and transplanted: Insect pests, locally called Jhintika, have appeared 
in some parts, More rain wanted in several places. Sugarcane and other miscollancous 
crops doing well. Fodder sufficient. Common rice sells as follows :— 


. 8. ch, 

Sadar ise eee we 1711 4 

Khurda so eee sn kbs iat 15 12 rupee, 
Interior of the district aes ve 15 12 ; pais 


Hazaribagh.—Rainfall at Sadar 2°61, Giridih 1°33. Weather rainy. Transplant- 
ation nearly finished. Common rice sells at 14 seers per rupee. 


Ranchi.—Rainfall 2-09. Weather seasonable. Transplantation still continues. Gondl¢ 
is being harvested. Prices stationary. No cattle-disease. Fodder and water plentiful. 


Palamau.—Rainfall 2:20. Weather seasonable. Standing crops generally doing well, 
No cattle-disease. Rico sells at 15 seers per rupee. 


Manbhum.—Rainfall at Sadar 4°52, Gobindpur -29. Weather seasonable. ‘Prospects 
of crops on ground generally good. Cattle-disease reported from thanas Tundi, Nirsha, 
and Topchanchi. Fodder and water sufficient. Average Se! of common rice at Sadar 
15 seers 6 chitacks and at Gobindpur 14 seers per rupee. Supply sufficient. 


Singhbhum.—Rainfall 8-03. More rain is wanted. Common rice sells at 16 fears 
6 chitacks per rupee. 


General Summary.—Rainfall during the week has been general, but moderate. The 
reports from Chota pegges are better. The winter rice crop is generally doing well, but 
in Orissa more rain is still wanted ; and conditions in Angul, though somewhat improved, are 
still threatening. ‘The harvesting of early rice and jate crops is going on. The price of 
common rice shows no important change during the week. Kodder is generally sufficient, and 
cattle are for the most part in good condition. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


F. A. SLACK, 
Off. Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal. 


Revenve Department, 
4 he 29th August 1899, 
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The Sea-borne Trade of Calcutta in these staples during the month of April 1899 was as follows :-— 








Total vi G - | Linseed | Mustard Cotton,| Silk, 
pore Rico. | Paddy. |(in rige).| Wheat. ci Pa Total. | “wt bags. | seeds seed, Indien, raw, | raw, 




















































8,985 freee | 5,868] oer | 00,845] 7,892] 1,748,410] see | cane | 9H! ate | ccc 
caneee a ove | baveee meteee sovove 170,400 | seuss eosee | seeees csasee | covnee | vsone 
9,068 932 | 30,784 150 934 | rss 175,200 e008 “0 ore 7 
146,626 | 3,04,106 1) 4,807 10 | 3,08,4%] 4... 154,200 | sssses 875 8] ses 5 
6,028 4,982 | 21,952! 871] $3,488 woe | 1,895,600 | sorsee 4 22/186 18| 866. 
1,188 | .s000 1,271 37,880 | ssees . ove ee ee ee ee 
50} a 100 | saseee 18,000] eonee veces - oa |) ansees 
|| a | ee | | | | | 
8,79,785 6,048 | 64,143) 2,091 | 4,51,007 | * 7,292 | 3,090,040) s+. 875 | 635) 658 265] 3,887] 2,859 
—— |__| —___|}_ a _—— | | — | | | 
2,22,259 | 2,10,905 | 98,182] ....., | 5,81,846 | 8,66,125 | 1,859,800 | 4,47,608 5/ 6,007! 2,014 709 | esses 
6,37,856 2,069 | 53,049] 5,990 | 6,08,964 | 5,906,540 8,053,450 | 5,735,408 150} 1,866 | 52,352 690 20 
a eT —— | | 
8,00,115 | 2,12,974 11,51,281 | 5,990 | 12,90,810 | 9,52,965 |10,530,250 | 10,21,101 155 | 6,908 54,806 1,450 20 
ae ee ee | | 
20,657 | 12,89,000 | 2,19,022 |2,15,874| 7,021 | 16,81,317 9,59,956 14,235,890 | 10,291,101 1,030 | 7,508 55,024] 1,484| 3,907 | 2,860 10,740 | @2g 








15,188 | 8,00,454 | 6,01,066 |1,42,643 | 8,392 | 16,47,495 | 6,84,001 nras.60 8,67,901 | 47,394 —, 50,886 1,040 | 6,002 | 2,684 | 11,445 | 89 


Il. 


Imports mvro Oarcurra. 


The following statement shows the several Routes followed by the Trade in the Principal Staples of Traffic imported 
into Calcutta during the month of April 1899. 








Frnovs Orsexps, 




















é 
PRODUCTS, 3 Svan. 
MCIPICATION OF Tea, | Cotton, = 2 rE 

Rovrgs, Jute, | Gunny. | 7 Mustard /Indian,) raw. | a Re | Un- ee ee, 

a inseed. | * Seed 4 3 3 | fined. | refined. 3 7 

a ° . = : 

RS ‘ns 
[ee eens mee ere ret 

10 u | 12 | 18 | 4 | b | 16 | 7 | 4 | 19 






Mas. | atas.| Mae,” 


18,617 10,061 | 9,408) 
18] 781 vi 


Mds, | Mds. | Mds. | Mds. | Mds.! ads. | Mas.| Mas, 
73,364 9,409) we S41 7) 12,295) .. | 1,705 
7,500} 29,363) 2171] 4,589) 53) $7,055] 
13,54,002 | 848,811 | 222 | 07,617} 1,108 56,10,499| 99 23 










4,05,192 | 99,041 
6,287 37 
4,19,788 | 1,06,624 


1,71, 463 201 | 1,19,045./ 1,682,715 
2,758 | 2,202 | $,80,592 8,570 
1,66,146 | 26,582 | 27,695 | 48,475 































a 1,81,667 | sass 8,768,996 | 1,747 | 3,21,836| 287,800] 87,424 | 19,285 | 10,260 | 3,878! 411 Ce ee 17,017 (29,356) .., 
ae oe 1,281 tose 2,255] 8,630) ,,, toevee « ot erence a 

‘ 188} 1,080} esse | sssse ae ina wees | ucla 

21,807 a 8,000 5,311 eoveee 1476) .. 3,730)... . 24,566 | 6,633 | 1,680 

Sats! assy Sorgeei| A 127 | _ 5,587) 10] 6,061] | 61,986] ..... | 200] 9,498 


‘12,70,745 | 2,207,608 | 4,07,407 | 15,085 | 67,418 | 1,038 b0,70,008 | oy 85,807 |” 72,306 |60,235) 6,600 
12,57,170 | 1,80,087 | 9,19,054 | 6,60,175 | 48,039 | 9,03,199 | 1,062,008 | 5,34,503 | 5,20,070 | 7,128) 82,030 ee 28 /1,96,029 /1,28,896 [59,840] 3.620 
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IV. : 


Exports rrom Caourra, 


The following Statement shows the Values and Quantities of the Principal Staples of Traffic exported Inland from Caley, 
by Rail, Road, River (Country-boat and Steamer) and Oanal during the month of April 1899 :— 













Corror Pixc 
GooDk | Corron Twier. 
Whither exported, 








Kero. 
Salt, 

Buro- Buro- sine oil, 
pean, |/ndian, 


pean, | dian, 
























Re. 
Cuttack Co rT 9,7 
Balasore, ews | 89,851 


Total of Orissa... 42, 


Onota Naorvr, 


Hazaribagh ar) 17,451 
Manbhum wp eae v 
Singhbhum., 4. ow 


Total of Chota Nagpur ...|  1,27,010] 1,248 


Grand Total of Supplies 
into the Provinces under 
the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal ... 0 ww 





Ormxr Provincgs, 






























Assam we oe ae | 4,608,288 
16,754 | 11,203 | 5,107 |3,15,028 863 || North-Western Provinces 
| ee | a pang Oudh nee owe byt 
‘un, ave oe 1s 
‘tral Provinces ... = 93,613) 
5,24,538 | 2,368 80 18,887 218,400 || Rajputana and Central 
8,561,414 416 9 14,374 93,800 India ae os - 1,09,142) 
$2,812 98,246 || Berar ow see 065 
52,220 |} Nizam's Territory, 634) 
eseee 69,475 || Bombay, eee 2,047) 
122,045 || Madras oe eee 12,400 
* 178,465 || Mysore Cr errs iret 
144,410 || Pondicherry... oe ae | sgevee 
8,792 | 161,410 |} Burma ow oe oe 76,396 
1,716 24, Other places os tee 25,959) 






abeiee| Sdto| ‘Fk 1,008 


‘Total of Bibar .,, | 45,84,889 | 0,392} 682 | 6,561 





we 
6,374 
43,241 | 1,271,200 




















Grand rine vow |1,48,16,278 


Exports 
April 1898... |1,28, 98,545) 38,688} 16,709 | 39,346 |5,91,644 |2, 91,226 











¥. 
The Sea-borne Trade of Caloutta in these Staples during the month of April 1899 was as Sollows :— 














Corrox PIEcE-Goops, Corton Twist, 
IMPORTED INTO CaLcuTTa, 





Balt, Kerosine oil, | Gunny! 


European, | Indian, Buropean, Indian, 





Fore’ Porta-— 
United Kingdom Pr 
Otber foreign porte oo ere oo gee 


Frog Jadien Ports— 








Other ports in Bombay ..  «. 
Madras ern ery 
Other ports in Madras... .. 
Burma tea wee 
Other Indian ports see ane 





‘Total of Interportal Trade 







21,976 u 
Grand Total of Imports in £1899 ‘ate 16, 
April VOB ve ene | 219,96, 081 1,81,025 raed 289.70 


* As per tariff declaration value, 
VI. 


The following Statement shows the several Routes followed by the Trade in the above Principal Staples of Traffic ¢ 
Srom Calcutta during the month of April 1899 :— 


’ “i, 




















1 2 8 4 5 | 6 | 7 

SPECIFICATION OF RovTEs— Rs. Rs, Mas. 
By oountry-boats rT) a ar) 1,86,900 8,800 1,304 
» river steamers ee ee ae 7,65,198 728 2,122 
‘Eest Indian Railway . eee 1,10,58,268 75,197 4,816 
rail Bastern Bengal State Railway .. 3... 16,738,715 640 6,990 

” ee Seeeal Been ose ae aes 64 (Lea (eines ate 

Nagpur Railway... woe 6,643 2,240 eonnee, 
» Toad oe Sa ge’ | ee) ae | ag Mapa cae 2,738,798 4,410 19 
» 208 a ae a, ae eee ee ee 2,32,980 21,902 1,809 
——<—<—- | —__ ——| 
x 1899 | 1,468,16,878 1,09,071 977 

Grand Total of Exports ja April wu {}09R |} ous yet ret 


Sravistica, Dzrartwenn, 


F. A. Stack, 
Tho 28rd August 1899. ' ; ~ Off. Seoy. to the Gout. of B 





Results of the Meteorological Observations taken at the Alipore Observatory from’ 


20th to 26th August 1899. 











14 is aa St 
pel lel lajeldlalemme| i) oo 
HalBB baad 

| % 






Aug. | 20th }144°0} 1-2] 29660 | 88:9}. 90°9| 11-9 | 790 14] 0:24 | Chiefly cloudy, o, 
Pp 


2st | 1465) 79 643 | 848) 913) 11:9 | 79-4) 81-2] 1-020] 79°8 | 86 ESE and calm ... 







56 Nil | Partially cloudy. 


22nd | 146-9) 1:3 "625 | 84:2) 88°) 8:5 | 80-4 | 82:2] 1-078] 81:5 92 | ESE, SE and calm 







79 0:06 | Chiefly cloudy, o, 
Pp 


rd }186-4] 02] 684) 83-1) 863) 63| 800| 805| 1-005] 79-4 | 89 | ESB, SE and SSE 







68 0-02 Chiefly cloudy, o, 


2th |149°8) 65 "549 | 84:3) 89°C! 125 | 771 | 81-8] 1-031] 80-2 | 87 SSW and calm ... 








42 0°36 | Chiefly cloudy, o, 
P, t, Ie, 


114!) oO1 “B54 | 827) 87:9) 92) 78:7 | 80:7) 1-024! 79-9 | 91 | Calmand variable 





16 0:87 Chiefly cloudy, 0, 
pt <, 








mn | 26th 1148-7} 3-9 *b89 | 83:7) 89:7) 11:1 | 786 | 80-9) 1:019] 79°8 | 88 | ESE and calm w.| 86 0°98 | Chiefly cloudy, o, 




















i Sp, t 
L ches, 
The mean pressure of the seven days . ase seg ave 00 29-601 
The average prossure of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 
Office eos ove eee ove rar 20°606 
The total number of hours of bright sunshine... ata oh ae 201 
The maximum possible number of hours of sunshine ive see coe 89-1 
The mean temperature of the seven days ei nes see eee 83:8 
The average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor- 
General’s Office ifs ine rey wea ey 83:0 
The extreme variation of temperature ase wa vee or 14:2 
The maximum temperature ous oe toe on one 913 
The highest velocity of the wind in one hour _., pe a 5, Be 
° 
The mean relative humidity .., sie wm tas ae 83 
average relative humidity of the oorresponding period for 24 years, 
Surveyor-General’s Office _.., ad one soe ove 87 
The total fall of rain from 20th to 26th August 1899, # rs) 
The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 
Office aa e as ¥e in 317 
The total fall from Ist January to 26th August 1899 58°33 


The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 
Office 


Sats res woe cee dee eee 46'79 

The mean pressure, temperature, &c., are deduced from the traces of the Bar h and Th 
and from observations _— at 6h., 10h., i6h., and 22h. Aye ‘ograp! ermograph, 

The maximum and minimum temperatures are obtained from -registering thermometers, 
thermometers are verified and the readings have been corrected to a standard constructed and waitel cs ine 
nhs gt They are exposed under a thatched shed open at the sides, and are suspended four feat 
above the groun 

The meter readings are corrected approximately to those of the stand Newman’ : 

<eboe ee Sbtutned £ Tables ITI, IV, and V of saz oe ee 

The hygrometric e ts are obtained from Tables ITI, IV, an of the official tables : 
the Meteorological Ofico, and based on Rognault’s modifications of August’s formula, ie iaieect 

The directions and the movement of the wind are taken from the traoe of a Beckley’s anemograph, 

The mouth of the rain-gange is one foot above the ground. 


| overcast; d, drizzling rain; p, passing temporary showers; t, thunder: Benes: 
bi k, lightning reflection ; 's, gloomy, cui a i <, lightning; 










BIROROLOGICAL Orricr, Govt. or Inpia, G. W. Kuoutex, 
— Caloutta, the 28th August 1899, For Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of Indig. 
Ct os ae ri 





CIROULAR AND EASTERN OANALS. 


Approwimate Return of Traffic for the week ending Saturday, the 26th August 1899, 
as compared with the corresponding week of the previous year. 








‘Warx expine SarurpAy, THE W2Erx ENDING SATURDAY, THE 
26TH AU o. 21 AveUsT 1898, 





Nature OF Oaneo, 
Number of | Weight of 
boats. cargo. 












No. Mads. 
Rice and paday ow oa 842 | 1,18,950 
Jute iw a 28 16,700 
i oe ve 63 28,960 
Other articles a ooo 800 





Total we 1,723 | 8,66,646 











BENGAL OENTRAL RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. 


Abstract of principal Commodities carried over the Bengal Central Railway during the month of 
June 1899, as compared with the same month of previous year. 




















wee owe a0 o ” 
. an trees eetece 


Ind: a 





Alizarine and Aniline Dyes .., 
Al (Morinda Citrifolia) oe 
Others 


ae ” 





GAGA Pale ee he a 
Wheat was 
Rice in the husk 








Do, notinthe husk «se ues awe 
Jawar and ow eae ee 
and p on eae ¥ 
Hides and Skins~ 
Hides of cattio— 
or tanned se gee wee 
Ww ee 
Skins of sheep, &e— 
Dressed or tanned =, stews 30 
Hons kein © OS AS 
Hemp and other fibres— omens 
Juto— 
Raw see o0e oat oy 
Gunny-bags and cloth 33 





Stick en Ten at 9 soave 
Shell wee coe me ete ote was | satan 


ors— 
Ale and beer us soe nests tee 
Spins of all kinds, including country spirit | i) {Sree atenne Pee sete Tete 
All other sorts, including toddy and fer. 
mented liquor, other than ale und beer... oan a ios dl  aegiog MAE dea 











” 
eee nee ae ee awe 


a 
Mele inl 2a ogee sia te 
ives, engines, and tenders, and 

Carriages and truors, and parts thereof 
Matorials— . 









” — 


228E2z2 
2223822 
228R2 5% 
eee em 
Hy 
e 


“4 
1% % 


Tons. 
eases 
eee 
serves 
to000 

- core 181 
she ze 
wt 

18 


seven sees 
senses sree 

3 6 
ee vaenee 


$.. 
} 


ennene onveee 
mer ome 
owe ween 
eeeeee onneee 
> ee eons 
merchandise ay om 21 68 
, _—, 





Oauourra, the 23rd August 1899, 





eee 
one 
eee 


ene 
nates 
feneee 


eee 
eee 
eens 
eens 


tee 
one 


és ses 


tte 
oom 
teen 
settee 


T. Siwprz, 


1,682 


| 





Weekly Return 


of Traffic Receipts on Indian Railways. 





EAST INDIAN RAILWAY. 


Approximate Return of Vraffic for the week ended 12th August 1899 on 1,712°25 miles open. 



























































_ — gees 
Coacurne Taavyro, | Musonannrex any Minzaax TRAPPIC TRAIN-MILES RON. 
peor se Tota) ano 
jestimat . earnings. é 
wena et erm wenis Receipts, Couching. | Marehan- | poyai, 
aye ) AP, Mops. 8. a 4.P. oy A. Pe Rs, A. P| 
e, 
gots) traffic for t! vlad ae | (@)815,146 | 2,090,524 7 0|  89,64,967 0) 6,40,711 10 0 ws.0o 0 0| 964,727 1 0) 95,287 136,393 | 231,450 
Dr per mile Praia at hal ine 17413 0 fine 374 8 1 894 MPD 8) cscs |) cseses pte 
ee a nae 20 1,94,40,131 10 | 93,15,435 13 0) 75,260 0 0} 650,65,909 8 0) 487,744 810,347 | 1,205,091 
Tota) for 6} weeks 2,34,05,008 10 | 99,56,147 7 0| 89,951 0 0 | 60,20,606 4 0) 598,031 946,740 | 1,529,771 
ieeeeamatmpeapeni <i Pr eta nant pl 
OOMPARIBON, 
: corresponding week (a) (e re 
olor oe a 280,848 | 281,007 7 8 | 33,62,973 20] 5,883,983 4 3 16,089 18 3 | 8,82,909 8 3) 91,821 144,500 | 236,401 
correspond. 
at week of previous year... pen WOH ADA |p seer 3a 7 5 1092 GIT 1S sssane pion’ ane 
for corresponding 6) | 
‘weeks of previous year + | 1,018,708 | 18,74,100 7 10 | 2,80,27,145 20) 44,72,008 9» 6) 1,81,814 8 7 | 64,78,003 9 11) 673,058 | 981,803 | 1,558,061 





(a) Thelincrense is Lore) outward traffic, chiefly from stations in A and B districts, owing to movements of pilgrims and marriage parties. 
, being the estimated amount of rebate on coal for the week. 


(b) Deducted Rs, 30, 
(0) The increase hag ef 


(dj_tnol tudes 


” 


toa writeback of about Kes, 26,000 on account of wheat, coal, 
and to a greater despatch of fooi-grains chi 

(e) ete rey on account of mileage and demurrage beiug more than 

amount of rebate on coal, 

of mileage and demurrage 


jelly from ters oO 


and demurrage, from the earnings of 
district in{1 899. 
% morning is included. 


Tote 


Bs, 24,476 0 0 


5,184.12 0 


TARKESSUR BRANCH RAILWAY. 


the corresponding period of 1898, 


Approximate Return of Trafic for the week ended 12th August 1899 on 22°23 miles open. 


traffic for the week 
per mile of railway ... 


previous 5} woeke of half. 


Total for 6} weeks 


Comparison, 
for corresponding week 


previous year 
mile of railway. correapond- 
ng Week of previous year . 
for corres; 
of previous year 





COACHING TRAFFIC. 
Namber of Coaching 
passengers. receipts, 


16,652 
90,239 
115,891 














127,619 





MERCHANDISE AND MINERAL 

















TRAPFIC TRAIN-MILK6 RUN, 








‘TRarvic, 
————nnmvs eens |Other earnings | Total earnings. 

Weight mie ‘s Merchan- 

carried, pts. oaching, dise, ‘Total. 
Mops. 8. Rs. a. P. Re, a. PB. Rs. a. P. 
10,836 0 a9 3 0 86006 4,173 10 0 1,107 81 1,188 
voneee 1813 9 066 187 12 0 seeeee Perr teneee 
46,263 0 2101 0 0 moo 25,323 1 0 6,5 572 6,116 
67,000 0 2,580 3 0 

| 

5,608 0 22013 0 5n 8 3,864.13 9 1,154 os 1,188 
enone 55 ean 173.13 9 rs art rrT) tones 
46,898 30 1,981 2 0 4815 6 31,574 6 7 7,18 636 7,806 








DELHI-UMBALLA-KALKA RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for the weck-ended 12th August 1899 on 162'24 miles open. 


Coacuine TRAFFIC, 


Coaching 




































MERCHANDISE AND MINERAL 
‘TRavric. 





Other earnings 


(estimated), Rotel earnings. 



















ber of Weight 
etch, receipts, Bate oy Receipts, 

Rs, a. P. Mos. 8. Re. a. P. Rs. A. PB. Rs, a. P, 
Tor peel Pe 5) ee eS 

3 way re] halt. eee sete 
ein |, wee aye ieee 95,734 8,92,188 0) 43,798 2 0 857 0 0} 1,95,610 6 0 
Total for 6} weeks — ... 4,87,405 10 | 54,841 7 0 424 0 0} 1,51,488 6 0| 

Companisox, 
for corresponding week 

var mr ae 16,5845} 14,011 2 4 45,000 10 4510 9) 20,281 5 1 
* at previous your ij lan 86 9 ous 3% ol 046 15 0 2 
sof previous year tg 116,937 93,776 6 3 3,20,473 30} 45,283 14 11 926 13 6 | 1,80,387 2 8 





TRAPFIC TRAIN-MILES RUN. 











Coaching. 

6,954 3,172 10,126 
35,606 16,256 51,862 
42,560 WA 61,988 

7,163 2,732 9,918 
46,028 18,610 68,638 


A 


Penal 


Fail 


Passengers 

7 od carried, 
No. 

‘Dotal traffic for the hegee vw 8,222 
Or per mile of railwa; ccliane 

, For or previous 4} woske of half-year 37,431 

‘' Total for 54 weeks 45,653 

‘Comranison, 


t 





CoacIve Trarric, 








SOUTH BEHAR RAILWAY. — * q 
* Approximate Return of Traffic for weok ended 12th August 1899 on 78°83 miles open. 
Rikon Muveray TRAPFIC TRAIN-MILZS ney, 
Other earnings Total 
OF (estimated), 
Receipts. |» Weight | Receipts. cua | Me ge | Ta 

Res. a, P. 
4,353.14 0 
65 8 8 
18,421 1 0 
22,774.15 0 


: Total for corresponding woek of 


















































Per maale @ of railway & corresponding Slat, Mem att 
Pt la of prevo' mending ioeks ‘or rr s er Ty 
Previous year ov gael pois 
EASTERN BENGAL STATE RAILWAY. 
(Lyotupine N. B., Dacoa, K.-D., ap Assam-Bruar Sxctions.) 
Approximate Keturn of Trafic and Mileage for the week ended 19th August 1899 on 834 miles open. 
Coacnrme TRAvYIC, Wescxsppuparn Mixznay, TRAPPIC TRAIN-MILES EVs, 
aie ‘Total earnings.) —————— 
pomvee por Weightearried.) Receipts. Coaching, | Merchen. | Tot 
Re. ap. Mps. 8, Re, a. P. Ba, a. PB. Re, a. P, | 
Total traffic for the week  ,., 844M 0 0 010 0 | 208,850 0 0 11,440 
Oupee salle of railway on 24 101 0 0 eT 0 * Sot 00 $0 aa te) H H =n meget Rab 
Por previous © wooks of haif- ges tiem 
ial wok tae 45,883,100 “0 | 828,40 0 0 | _73840 0 0 | 14,70,200 0 0 | 215,110 | 210,389 | 495, 
Total tor 7 weoks 5,983,110 0 | 10,87,280 0 0| 84,900 0 0 |17,75,000 0 0| en0,a10 | 250,008 | 501, 
— > | | | ee) OO 
OOMPARISON. 
er for corresponding woek 
107,038 | 65,702 0 0 0 | 1,76,896 0 0 00 989 0 0 ‘ 
Per wimiie or pinata correspond: 8.28.88 176) 8,501 2,60, 33,608 37,181 70, 
week of previous yoar .., 205 8 0 0 12 0 26 0 0 100 207 0.0) esse MS * 
to corresponding date of | 
Drovious your a, a a | ‘18002 | 5,62,684 0 0) 05,8845 0 | 9,05,478 0 0| 89,091 0 0|16,01,003 0 0] 3,45,507 238,716 





Horadasenet aaiton due to ehee traffic, 


DACOA STATE RAILWayY. 





Approwimate Keturn of Lraffic and Mileage for the week ended 19th August 1899 on 86 miles open. 

















Kav. eee nee PE: 
CoacHine Trarric, MuROHANDISE AND MingRAL 
‘TRayPIcC, 
en! 
Number of Ooachi Weight '. 
hing igh Receipts, including ferry. 
Ra, a. P, Mops, 8, Re, a.P. Rs. a.r. 
Erne tana ow ET sae 0 : 12,190 0 1,240 0 0 10 00 
previous wes a nai ; 70 0 142 0 lao 0 200 
oo en | pa0n 140,040 jis, A000 8 68,520 0 5,580 0 0 630 0 0 
ants | ee comers a! 
Totalfor 7 weeks —,,. 1,569,040 79,150 0 00 70,710 0 6,820 0 0 8 0 0 
a | | 
ComPanison, 
ptgencious soe" nos 19,080 m0 0 0 405 0 1,265 0 
v aelio |) ond 
Por nile of rallw correspond. " m an x 
nun Mosk of previous year oe 220 00 18 0 wd nc dati oe 
to corresponding date of 
previous year 4, ws awe 1,738,044 0,466 0 0 1,55,914 0 10,709 0 0 1142 0 0 











earnings. 


Rs AP. 
740 0 0 
ff 


6,830 0 0 
m0 0 
03,495 0 0 


Coaching. 


56,540 0 0 


TRAPPIO TRAIN-MILES BU 





Merchan- 
dise, 






2,450 1,428 
18,858 7,888 
oe 

2,070 | 48 


16,268 






| AMIMENSINGH JAGANNATHTOANE RAILWay, . 
Avprowimate Return of Trafic and Mileage Paste week ended 19th August 1899 on 33 miles open. 






Munchies Ap MNBAL, TRAPPIC TRAIN-MILES RUN, 


— =) 





aia ae tt earings, 







* Includes ballast train-miles 504, 
+ BRAHMAPUTRA-SULTANPUR RAILWAY. 


Approximate Return of Lraffic and Mileage for the week ended 19th August 1899 on 24°75 mites open. 
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Ra. Re. a. P, 
Total traffic for the week oy 1,070 330 0 870 0 0 900 790 0 0 190 
Or per mile of rawr eee 43 0 wo 0 400 800 weveee i ti 
Yor previous 6 weeks of hali- mm 
eae we | Se ea gg 8,700 2,240 0 010° oo 330 0 0 4,580 0 0 1,275 6,809 8,086 
_. DO ee ce | eer | cece ames fetes 
Total for 7 weeks 9,770 2,570 0 5,870 0 0 1,465 









COOCH BEHAR STATE RAILWayY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 19th August 1899 on 33 
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BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWAY COMPANY, : ae 
Approximate Return of Trafic and mileage for the week ended 12th August 1899 on 125 miles open. 
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2,57,548 0 

8,96,103 0 


23,170 0 2,541 0 0 
185 0 2000 
4,51,672 6} 21,081 0 0 








BENGAL AND NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY. 
: 4 
Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ending 19th August 1899 on 1,085(a) miles open. 
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ASSAM-BENGAL RAILWAY. . 


Approximate Keturn of Trafic for the woek ended 12th August 1899 on 896 miles open for all desoriptions of Traffie and an 
: additional 28 miles for goods and parcels traffic only. 












No. 





86 of 1899, 


SUPPLEMENT TO 


The Calcutta Gazette, 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 1899. 


i 








OFFICIAL PAPERS, 


Seren eeeeeeeer oem: soe 
[NonaSubsoribers to the Gazerre may receive the Supriement separately on payment of Six Rupees 
per annum if delivered in Calcutta, or Twelve Rupees if sont by Post.) 





CONTENTS. 
f -—~ 
il 0 Page. Page. 

PROCERDINGS of the meeting the of the — ‘CRS-CORRENT (retail) of Food-grains and salt 
teeta ene | "Earache fe 
Relation on the apors “tthe Boa of "Revive oa Stocks ric in and around ae 18 
Jour 1898-00 re oO the Balt Dope upset sak OL ter Observatory ratory thom 271 daca ae oka atte 

1 jo) the of th Board Revenue the Pos ~~" - aes — wee ore oo 
"Finck tonite eee Admiincration of tho ‘heen Olroular the ad Behe gdot thie Wook “ending a 
Mister eo te wag | Mg RP on 
September 1809 wee nua me wo. 1871 Weekly roturn of rats Reooipte on Tnidian Hatlways i 1587 










Abstract of the Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant- Governor of Bengal, 
assembled under the provisions of the Indian Councils Acts, 1861 and 1892. 





Tue Council met at the Council Chamber on Monday, the 2ist August, 
9, d e + ’ 


; Present: 
The Hon’ble Sir Jonn Woopsurn, x.c,8.1., Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
presiding. 
The Hon’ble Mr. W. B. OxpHaM, ¢.1.8, 
The Hon’ble Mr. R. B. Buoxtry. 
The Hon’ble Mr. G, W. Bouton, ¢.s.1. 
AKER, 


189 


The Hon’ble Mr. E. N. B 5 

The Hon’ble Rat Durca Gart BaNersra Bawanor, 0.1.5, 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. E. Buckianp, 0.1.8. 

The Hon'ble Mr. F. FP, Hanpizy,’ ¢ 

The Hon’ble Mr, F. A. Stack. i 

The Hon’ble Kuan Banavur Mavty1 Devawar Hosser Anmep. 

The Hon’ble Basu Jarra Monan Sun. 

The Hon’ble Mr. T. W. Sprvx, 

The Hon’ble Rasa Suasnt SHAKHARESWAR Roy Banapve, or Tantervr, 
The Hon'ble Rasa Ranasrr Siva Banavur, or Nasuipur. 

The Hon’ble Sanmzava Mauomen Baxuryar Suan, c.1.. 

The Hon’ble Mr. D. F. Macxtnzte, 

The Hon’ble Dr. Asurosa Muxuorapnyaya, m.a., D.L., F.RA.S,, PLRS.E, 
The Hon’ble Basu Borkanra Natu Sey, 

The Hon’ble Basu SurenpRanaTH Banenser, 


‘e 






NEW MEMBER, ~ 


The Hon’ble Kuan Banapur Mautvi Detawar Hossery Aumep took his seat 
in Council, R 





RIOTING IN THE KHULNA DISTRICT. 


The Hon’ble Basu SurenpranatH Banerser asked— 


Is it the case that in the Annual Administration Report cf the Presi- 
dency Division it is shewn that the Khulna district has returned the largest 
figure in the Province in rioting cases? If so, will the Government be pleased 
to state the causes to which this large number of rioting cases may be traced ? 
Is it in any way connected with the inefficiency of the police? Will the 
oe be pleased to state what action it proposes to take in the 
matter 


The Hon’ble Mr. Borton replied :— 


“The Hon’ble Member has not mentioned the year of the Annual Adminis- 
tration Report of the Presidency Division to which he alludes, In 1897 160 
cases of rioting were reported in Khulna. They arose mainly out of disputes 
relating to land. Contests for the possession of land were more numerous in 
consequence of a good harvest, following a season of scarcity. In the large 
reclaimed tracts, or abads, moreover, the boundaries are unsettled, and the 
lessees and their tenants are constantly quarrelling with one another, The 
Magistrate took special measures to check the increase of these cases by liberally 
rewarding the chaukidars for giving prompt information of apprehended riots, 
and binding down parties under sections 106 and 107 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure. Proceedings were also taken to decide cases of disputed possession 
under section 145 of the Code; and special police were deputed to the more 
important abads, The returns for 1898 show that the number of riots fell to 
110 in that year ; and in the first-half of the présent year only 23 cases, one 
alone being serious and ending in loss of life, were reported. The measures 
taken by the Magistrate are sufficient, and they have been successful.” 


_ THE CALCUTTA MUNICIPAL BILL, 


The Hon’ble Basu SurenpranatH Banerser asked— 


Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the letter 
of this Government addressed to the Government of India, No. 3837M, dated 
the 17th June, 1897, referred to by the Government of India in their letter 
No. 93, dated the 17th June last, containing the following principal grounds 
for the introduction of the Calcutta Municipal Bill :— 


* (1) the complete failure of the elective system to secure adequate 
representation even of the different interests existing in the 
native city ; 


(2) the practical exclusion of European men of business from all share 
in the municipal government of Calcutta ; 


. (8) the growth of party spirit and the appearance among the elected 
Ciseasctalauohens a class of professional and in some cases 
corrupt politicians ; 

(4) the abuse of the Committee system, which paralyzed the Executive 
officers and demoralized the gubordinate staff; and 


(5) the consequent breakdown of the conservancy and water-supply 
of the town and every department of municipal adminis- 
tration. 





The Hon’ble Mr. Baxer replied:— 


“The letter referred to in the Question is confidential, and cannot be 
_ published.” 


CHARGE AGAINST MOKUNDA SUNDER SIRKAR, OF JANGIPUR. 


The Hon’ble Basu SurenpranatH BANERJEE asked— 


Has the attention of the Government been called to the case of one 
Mukunda Sunder Sirkar, of Jangipur, in the district of Murshidabad? Is it the 
case (1) that Mukunda Sunder Sirkar was arrested on a charge of delivering a 
counterfeit coin knowing it to be counterfeit, under section 241, Indian Penal 
Code, although his name did not appear in the first information, and the police 
reported there was no evidence against him; 2) that after arrest he was thrown 
into hajat; (3) that he was subsequently discharged, the trying Magistrate 
remarking that the witnesses who had given evidence against him “had perjured 
themselves ? 

Is it the case that the gentleman against whom these roceedings were 
taken occupied the responsible position of Chairman of the Toca Board? If 


80, will the Government please state what notice the Government has taken of 
_ these proceedings ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. Botton replied :— 


“The Government has seen the case mentioned by the Hon’ble Member, 
which was decided so far back as the 14th September, 1898, or nearly twelve 
months ago.” 


ENCOURAGEMENT OF BENGALI LITERATURE. 


The Hon’ble Rasa SnasnrsHaksareswar Roy Banapur, or Taurrpur, 
said — 


With reference to the principle contained in the English Enactment 


“That it shall be lawful for the Governor General in Council to 2%, George III, section 


direct oy “< of any surplus “pg =a pennin of the rents, are 43, for the encouragement 
nues and profits arising trom the said territorial acquisitions, after a ie s 
defraying the expenses of the Military, Civil oat Commercial of the vernacular litera 


etablishments, and paying the interest of the debt in manner here- ture of this country, a 
inafter provided, a sum of not less than one lakh of rupees in each portion of which I beg to 
year shall be set apart and applied in the revival and improvement: 


of literature and the encouragement of the learned natives of India, Quote on the margin for 
and for the introduction and promotion of a knowledge of the sciences easy reference, will the 
among the inhabitants of the British territories in India,” Government be pl eased to 
state if any amount has of late been spent in Bengal for the improvement of 


Bengali literature or to give encouragement to Bengali authors in the shape of 
rewards or honoraria ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. Stack replied :— 


“The Hon’ble Member is referred to paragraph 32 of the Report oftthe 
Indian Education Commission, of which for his convenience a copy is laid upon 
the table, From this it will be seen that after discussion the whole sum of one 
lakh was given for the encouragement and promotion of education in the 
country, and since then has been continuously increased.” 


RECOGNITION OF MERITS OF BENGALI AUTHORS. 


ac The Hon’ble Raya SnasnisHaknareswar Roy Banapur, or Tanmpour, 
sald— 


Will the Government be pleased to take into its consideration, with a 
view to encourage the growth of a healthy tone in Bengali literary works, the 
desirability of recognizing the merits of engali authors by bestowing suit- 
able titles of distinction upon such of the eminent authors as andere it, and by 
occasionally helping them pecuniarily in their efforts to bring out books of 
original research and of public usefulness ? 





The Hon’ble Mr. Stack replied:— sit 
‘Government is always willing, on due cause being shown to their satis- 
faction, to recognize in the modes suggested by the Hon’ble Member the li 
merits of Bengali authors. The Hon’ble Member is doubtless aware of the 
honours conferred on Raja Rajendra Lala Mitra, c..., and Rai Kali Prasanna 
Ghosh, Bahadur, and of the a get a given to Babu Pratap Chandra Roy, 
C.1,E,, in the translation of the Mahabharata.” 


VILLAGE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The Hon’ble Rasa Rae Sma Banavur, or Nasprpur, asked— _ 


Having regard to the facts that there are many villages in the interior of 
the distriets where there are no proper roads for communication from one 
village to another, and that the people are much inconvenienced for want of the 
same, especially in the rainy season, will the Government be pleased to direct 
the several District Boards of Bengal to give more attention to the village 
roads in their respective distriets and to place & certain amount of their income 
aw year in the hands of the Local Boards, to be utilized for that purpose 
only ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. Baxer replied :— ee 

“Tlay on the table a statement showing the expenditure incurred on 
village roads in each Division during each of the six years ending 1897-98, 

“Tf the Hon’ble Member will refer to the Resolutions recorded on the 
working of District Boards, which are published annually, he will see that 
the improvement of village roads has received the watchful attention of 
Government for many years past: the Lieutenant-Governor has no reason to 
doubt that these roads have received their fair share of the funds .at the 
disposal of the Distriet Boards,” 


Statement showing the expenditure incurred by the several District Boards in Bengal 
during the siz years ending 1897-98, : 


















gan lent vee 1893-94. | 1894-95. | 1895.96, 











Rs. Rs. 
Burdwan Division] 27,632 36,896 81,828 
Presidency Fe 44,764 48,492 31,925 41,242 . 
Rajshahi | 24,850] 99,090 19,482 | 19,506 


Dacoa r 62,327 73,473 | 68,551 




















Chittagong ,, | 87,364 41,066 | 30,681 
Patna »  |-77,070 38,732 | 44,329 
Orissa » | 16,984 22,579 






+» |2,91,000 









WATER-SUPPLY IN THE MUFASSAL. Bat 
| The Hon’ble Mr, Baxer laid on the table the following statement which eo 
was promised at the last meeting of the Council :— i 





Statement cacieing the amount spent on account of water-supply (including water-works) by Municipalities and District ue 
Boards in the several districts of Bengal, during the five years 1898-94 to 1897-98. pat 


Amount nt spent during aces HE pod me Amount nt spent daring Amosat vem during | Amount a during fs 

















By District Boards. 
By Municipalities. 





—. 











Rs. Res. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Burdwan ... 17,348 3,418 12,770 4,905 18,609 8,881 11,606 7,170 
g Birbhum .., 250 618 96 439 469 1,363 711 5,319 
¢}| Bankura ,,, seed HaeARS ee eases eoehbe 95 260 1,781 147 1,768 
24! Midna: aa 309 708 1,165 ,823 1,705 2,316 789 3,164 
Hoo; 600 765 272 1,704; . 1,216 85 80 6,487 MBes. 31T 










Howrah 14,627 |... 516,793 | savas 8,468,267 | seseee 1,16,996 3,494 66,520 2,636 
a 
» (| 24-Parganas .., 820 5R,836 1,672 45,848 2,690 87,887 8,334 29,896 7,084 
2 | | Nadia 1,66) 933 8,096 8,846 1,093 2,682 6,237 8,116 8,678 | 
Murehidabad: vieies 1,875) | sarees 2,911 258 607 995 2,721 8,375 550L © 
ella as 885 8,344 2,660 1437 1,125 2,054 2,806 3,092 6685 
Khulos we 395 2,569 406 556 8,263 2,469 628 1,637 
Rajshahi—... 1,887 92 658 1,284 773 4,712 4,143 
Dinajpur ... 207 10 843 837 1 818 476 1,708 
Jal: 6 baste BAD): soosey 101 eteeee 627 
jeeling «| . 4,581] w.... | 18,500] ...... wensed 6,887 cov'ees) 
2,980 484 1, 
2,404 196 


2,042 388 4,318 
218 3,279 
pe 999 4,574 679 
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CALCUTTA MUNICIPAL BILL, oeihaaghe 


The Hon'ble Mr. Baker presented the further Report of the Select Com. 
mittee on the Calcutta Municipal Bill together with two notes of dissent. ©. 





CIVIL COURTS AMINS’ BILL. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Bolton moved for leave to introduce a Bill to repeal 
the Civil Courts Amins’ Act, 1856, in Bengal. He said:— 


“With Your Honour’s permission I will offer some remarks on the measure 
at this stage. _ 

“In the course of the discussion of the last Financial Statement I stated, 
in reply to Raja Bahadur Ranajit Singha, that the Government intended to submit 
this Bill to the Council. Messrs. Toynbee and Stevens, who were deputed 
some years back to report'on the strength and pay of the ministerial establish- 
ments of the Civil Courts in this Province, brought to notice the very unsatis- 
factory working of the system of Civil Court Amins, and recommended its 
abolition, Their view was accepted by the Government, and eventually by 
the High Court, and it will, I think, be generally admitted that a change 
in the present system is desirable. The Act of 1856 provides for the 
appointment of paid Amins in the districts for the carrying out of local 
enquiries required by the Civil Courts and for other specified duties, and 
the difficulty of finding a suitable non-official agency for such duties in those 
days doubtless rendered the provision necessary, iaey district, however, now 
possesses a large Bar, from the junior members of which competent 
persons could be selected to act as Commissioners for local investigations _ 
ordered by the Civil Courts under section 392° of the Code of Civil Proce- 
dure, and other qualified persons are also available, A certificate of quali- 
fication in surveying will be needed in the case of enquiries involving surveys, 
but those who desire employment of this kind will have facilities for 
acquiring a knowledge of surveying in the survey schools which exist in 
all wan of the Province. The retention of the present system is, therefore, 
no longer necessary, and the Bill proposes its abolition by repealing the Act of 
1856, so far as it applies to Bengal. * The abolition can, however, only ‘be 
effected gradually. ‘I'he appointment and remuneration of the existing Amins 
must be saved, but it wit ai longer be compulsory to fill vacancies, and 
gradual reductions will thus take place until the staff disappears. The new 
system will probably be confined in the first instance to the more advanced. 
districts, in which it may be expected that a sufficient number of independent 
persons competent to execute commissions will be forthcoming. 

“ The Bill consists of a single section, which repeals the Act, saves the 
appointments of the existing Amins, and provides for their employment on 
such duties as may be required of them by the District Judge, “It will, I 
presume, meet with no opposition, and its reference to a Select Committee 
appears unnecessary.” 


The Motion was put and agreed to. 


ADJOURNMENT OF COUNCIL. 


The Hon’ble raz Preswenr said :—“ Ithad been my intention to adjourn 
the Council till Saturday the 2nd proximo, but I have been mov. by 
two of the Hon’ble Members to postpone the next meeting till the 9th of 
September. They represent, that they will not be ready before that date with 
the amendments of the Municipal Bill, which they rer’ to bring forward, I 
cannot admit that the time sire for the preparation of these amendments has 
been inadequate. ‘The Bill is not a new one, It was under the patient 
consideration of a Select Committee of this Council for five months. The 
report of that Committee has been before the Council now for nearly four 
months, and the hon’ble eman, who represents the Corporation, su oh 
_ to the careful labours of his predecessor, and the Seloct Committee of which his. — 





The Coan saan to a the ou h Septombe, 1890, 


| Cuern ine de Ff. G. WIGLEY, ee 
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OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE On” 
THE SALT DEPARTMENT FOR | 
| THE YEAR 1898-99. Bie 
5 he uk Fe! ie 3 » ; 
FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.—SEPARATE REVENUE, 

" Galoutta, the 1st September 1899. 
RESOLUTION—No. 60298.R. 
Reav— ; 
The report of the Board of Revenue on the Administration of the Salt Department 
for the year 1898-99. ; : 

Tue principal administrative feature of the year 1898 99 has been the 
ration of a scheme for the better administration of the Salt De ent in 
Hengat and the formation of an administrative and preventive staff for the sup- - 
pression of the illicit manufacture of salt in the maritime districts in Bengal . 

outside Orissa, Tho Secretary of State, in according sanction to the scheme, 
expressed his concurrence with the views of the Government of India that it 
would be necessary to give better pay and is iy than the Government of 
Bengal contemplated. Revised pro based on this suggestion have been 
submitted to the Government of India. Owing to the receipt of this sanction — 
very late in the year, it was not considered feasible to give effect to that part of 
the scheme which contemplated the working of the Salt Department in Orissa 
through District Officers. During the year orders were issued under section 6 
of the Indian Salt Act, XII of 1882, absolutely prohibiting the manufacture 
of salt in the district of the 24-Parganas (except Calcutta), Midnapore, Khulna, 
Backergunge, and Chittagong, so as to enable the Salt officers employed in these 
tracts to send up cases of illicit dealings in salt, including the excavation or 
removal of natural saline deposits or efflorescence, under the law as it now 
stands. A Bill to amend the Bengal Salt Act, VII of 1864, was introduced 
during the year into the Bengal Legislative Council. The establishment of 
private bonded salt warehouses at places other than customs ports continues 
to gain in favour. An additional inland private warehouse was licensed by 
Messrs, Turner, Morrison and Company at Purulia and two others by native 
bonders at Narayanganj and —. Bazar. On this point the Board 
‘observe :—“‘ There are at present 17 such warehouses in the Province, and 

there was a considerable git es mers in the trade in these warehouses duri 
the past fms the quantity of salt despatched thereto from ship-board and from 
re in Calcutta amounting to 8,86,627 maunds as compared with 6,95,355 


maunds in 1897-98, or to an increase of 1,91,272 maunds.’ 

‘ 2. The following statement shows the receipts and charges of the Salt 
Department, including those connected with imported salt during each of the 
last six years :— 
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and supervision of the Assistant Commissioner 
_ the orders of the Excise Commissioner, Bengal. t 
Province during the year was the Indian Salt Act, XII of 1882, The receipts 


- the inferior stuff made on their shores, ‘I oe eroree 
distribution of cheap salt and good salt, the er become the temptations to _ 


 (B.C.) of 


‘searches in the salt-bearing tracts in Bene 
_ 57 respectively in the previous year. Of 99 






ice 
The decrease of 194 cases in Orissa is Board» 
decline in crime ‘due, among other causes, to the sp vest since 
close of 1897-98 and the vast held. ior labour thrown open by the works of — 
construction of the railway lines, which were in full swing throughout the 
dry months of the year,” The cases sent up for trial for manufacture of — 
contraband salt in the Orissa districts numbered 150 inst 366 in the | 
vious year, Altogether there were 1,149 seizures and 39 uns a 
during the year against 1,051 and — 
1 persons apprehended, 841 were — 
convicted, Rewards were disbursed to the amount of Rs, 4,924. = = | 
10. As vsual, a separate portion of the Board’s report deals with the 
ali'gu Delsey: administration of the Salt Department in Orissa, — 
which continues to be under the immediate control | 
of Salt Revenue, suBject to 
The salt law in force in this 



















of the Orissa Salt Department amounted to Rs, 1,66,995 against Rs. 46,160 
in 1897-98, while the expenditure fell from Rs. 1,15,482 to Re. 62,641. The 
increase in receipts, which was mainly confined to the receipts from duty, 
was due to enhanced sale of the lake salt on account of the reduction in its 
wholesale price. The decrease in expenditure was due to the new scheme under 
which the salt ostablishment employed in Orissa under the Madras Admiuis- 
tration underwent considerable reduction, and the surplus was employed 
in the 24 Parganas. It is anticipated by the Excise Commissioner that the — 
completion of the Kast Coast Railway will give a great impetus to t ade in| 
Mudras farkatch as compared with tliat in Liverpool salt, not only in the Orissa 
districts, but even so far north as Calcutta. In view of the fact that the highest 
price of Madras salt per 100 maunds is Rs, 41-11-4 less than the lowest — 
price of Liverpool salt, there can be little doubt that the anticipation will be 
realised, and that the consumer will receive the benefit of a considerable 
reduction in the price of salt. A new departure has been made by the 
establishment of several depdts by an English firm for the sale of salt 
manufactured by them on English principles in Madras. ‘The salt turned out: 
by them is reported to be equal in quality, and lower in price than Liverpool 
salt, and may prove a serious competitor to the latter. All this information is 
of much importance. With every new source of supply the cost of salt to the 
consumer is’steadily decreasing, and the Cost Railway is bringing abundant 
supplies of a good and cheap article to people who were largely dependent on 
‘he the facilities for the 


illicit manufacture, ~ pw £2 oh Sek Sas atl 
11. The following general remarks are offered by the Commissioner — 
General rematke. .-. of Excise, Bengal, regarding the year’s work:=- 
“The Department is yet far from bein rly organised, but yet the results obtained 
both in Orissa and the be Pecans ace bear ul tas pita sth whey In the | 
former Province the expenditure has been reduced $8°4 per cent., salt erime has been kept well — 
under control, the receipts from local salt have advanced 261-7 per cent., and consumption — 
has attained the highest figure in many years. In the 24-Parganas, too, where but a small — 
corner has yet been tappod, several successful raids have been made in spite of organised — 
opposition the people, and consumption has so far increased that the duty 
roscigiihon Seah ecaowns ir saya ra 0 eee ae mere aa pe enatca | 
12. The thanks of the Government are due to Mr. K. G, Gupta, Commis- _ 
sioner of Excise, Bengal, and the Board of Revenue for their istration — 
of the Department. ‘The dutios of it aro difficult, for discretion t 
necessary as firmness in the application of the law, an all ranks seem to- 
Lioutenant-Governor to have. their duty well. AB Sea ie pier 
iene } Se Mb or et ded 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governo 















Bien nese face RESOLUTION—No, 61078.2 
he Report of the Board of Revenue on the Financial results of the Administration 
y of Tnomo-tax for the year 1898.99. , 

No change of any importance was effected during the year in the admin- 
istration of the Income-tas Act. zy 
, * 


ollowing statement compares the financial results during the 
last two years :— ; 3 
s ie Numbor of porsons originally assessed, oxclud- npn wg 
" Nang Gove t servants as ety 118,625 115,643 
. “Number of persons , excluding 
ak Govoromin servants in mag, 11680 113,785 
d is N Of persons finally assessed, including 
x - tservants ae ne ws 121,081 122,978 
servants, who paid tax within the year ... — 117,834 pa 


Final demand of inoome-tax for the 
io “ ra ss» 49,22,207 50,60,501 
ie Final demand come-tax, including 
vei Nerang fines and arrears Hi +» 61,15,878 52,67,536 
| Collections of incomo-tax within tho year." 48°01's1s 





49,31,568 

os on 49,46,973 50,85,059 

bs ig ee a 88447 190,627 

—. Percen d on receipts ae, ‘ : 
a ‘Mere “an ie 1+ 47,58,526 48,94,432 


_ The net revenue shows an increase of Rs. 1,35,906, or 2:9 por cent., 

inst an increase of “) per cent. in the previous year, In other words, in 

of the large reduction in the average annual increase which was noted 

t year, a sensible advance on it has » adding yet another 
© many proofs of the mpt return of the Province to Pp ity, si 

the famine of 1896-97, which have been noticed j 

ad istration, 







mini © 8tOss receipts, including advance payments and excess 
collections, and making al owance for various adjustments, amounted to 
Zs. 50,85,059, of which Rs. 49,56,352 tepresent the receipts on account of the 
eg enand for the year, 0. ss 
i: There’ was an increase in the final demand in all the districts, except 







_ the rganas, Jessore, Darjeelin Chittagong, Patna, Saran, Mongh 
Sonthal Parganas, Palamau and Singtibhom The suhabs is dueto agri bial 
ity and to more careful and accurate assossment, The causes assigned 
decrease in districts where i ‘occurred are various, but in no disiriot 
tage ex: cept in Singhbhum, which shows a decline 
xs and <r erm. having left 
sini section of the engal-Nagpur 
Hohe ot BO comment, except in 
able to exemptions on revision 

ssors employed during tho’ 

employed duri © year was 
Tho number of Sieve (a street 
@) visited by these assessors was 
year, showing a decrease of 1,104. 


eee rae aot eats,” Sales fe eM Cc) 
ait se TL Wet BASE WE SM ae 
dg oP Oa et 






























“Phe most decrease 
pant Meare of finally 


number of 

io ea 
‘0. Ow: 

an increase fe ai 


districts against 21 in the e 
at than 73, except the 2 










24-Parganas 147) is | 
ein th supply of (i 










decrease ranges from 14 
attributed mai A Sg 
Sabour wes beaieed aan Gaya it was due to the 
tion of a number of assessees w. — wo ly been wrongly ccaedak: 
Enquiry also disclosed bac un nt in the case of the ifs 






class assessees; the result being men in spite of | a reduction of 109 in 
number of assessees, rhe final deman creased by Rs, 2,558. 

5. , Collections ge jean following statement 
the o demand, the re 


riginal percen: of pe fe 
from ‘assesses, exclusive oF Gori me “nee | =a 









Rs. 

1897-98 bs 25 111, 680 | 45 ‘iptor | 44,02,690 
1898-99 eye ene & | 113,785 46,59, .60 45,47,184 

The outstanding st and rs 
ie 1 Stee a, as sau 1os,00 bevae te Of ene 
doub ian a ey more under ini apg Rs. 17,91 

eee way 7s table compares for the last 
saath oer’ tN neasur had to be taken for the reolization Bes 





Ee — ts 4 ote 


= 












vir kere baa Rds poe. bit ae e 
pie 


The number of pre be 


proportion ‘of ‘sclGAAE Che: ancabcs 
shove the alee ce Sad 1D) 
om: (101), =e Bhapalpur (16 


anh © 1), = Se BoineD 









iy pana age 
aph 6 of last year’s Resclation an phate 
: high percentage of warrants which 


i 


aN le be OO 











} nature of the people—a characteristic 
‘to be not peculiar to Jessore—but also to wrong assessments made 
by an assessor who appears to have become too well inted with the district. 
It -will be instructive to see whether the remedy wiih ins since been adopted 
of transferring the assessor proves effective in reducing the proportion of 


© measures, 

~The largest number of sales reported was 60 in Rangpur, 28 in Dinajpur, 
25in Purnea, 23 in Mymensin h, 22 in Faridpur, and 20 in Rajshahi. 
Enquiries which have been oaks into the sale procedure have disclosed 
certain defects which are engaging the attention of the Board. 

7, Penalties and costs.—The demands and realizations ufider the heads of 

ies and costs for the year under review, as compared with the previous 

Year, are shown in the following statement :— 











1897-98 
1898-99 





. 8. The amount of tax collected during the year under review from 
companies and other employers, who agreed under section 9 (2) of the Incomes 
tax Act to collect the tax from the salaries of their servants, rose from 






essore, the most noticeable instance, — 


we 
ea 


their 
Rs, 3,19,319 in the previous year to Rs, 3,49,551; while the remission allowed — 
way of commission to the employers rose from Rs. 10,371 to Rs. 11,017. 


The number of companies who undertook to collect the tax also rose from 369 
to 375. Twelve of them failed to collect the tax, which had to be realized 
the District Officers. In Calcutta the number of companies collecting the tax 
rose from 244 to 251. 

9. Incidence of the tax, xcluding the tax on the interest on Government 
securities and the ‘salaries of Government officials, the average incidence of 


7 15°6 persons, against: an 


the incidence was lowest in the Sonthal Parganas, viz., Re. 1 to 75 persons: 
In Caleta the average incidence was Re. 1 to every “4 persons, the same as‘ 
in the previous year. 3 
: Faphuding the taxes recovered by. the Accountant-General, Bengal, the 
incidence was Re. 1 to every 14:06 persons, against Re. 1 to every 145 in 
1897-98. Outside Calcutta the average incidence. was Re. 1 to 31°! persons, 


The ion of persons assessed for the. whole Province was 1 to 625 
ageinet 1 40 887 in the receding year. ss 
Tn comparing the res. ap i tothe Report for 1897-98 with those 


off previous years, the Lieutens vernor was. struck by the differences 
between “different distriots in the incidence of the tax and iH the proportion of 
_ its increase since 1887-88. The Board, were accordingly asked:in: October last 
_ to examine the causes of this, and the Li tenant-Governor begins to. apprehend 
| that there were more grounds for this examination and enquiry than he felt at 
hone ime, for the reply. of the Board is:still awaited: by, Government, 
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. 


ment. S 
__ 14. In conclusion, the Lieutenant-Goyernor thanks the Board for their ~ 


, 





10. The following statement illustrates for the year 
previous years the distribution of the income-tax and of the 
which preceded it, as between Calcutta and the rest of the Provines :— 















. 
}oea-b3 “| pite Glee cane ee : 6 
1863-64, Ditto ditto ace’ eon ® oe od 57,879 12,52,683 | 22,659,818 
1864-65, Ditto ditto ote te sete 2 51,367 | 11,467,008 ae 
2867-08... | License Acts, XXI and XXIX of 1867“. *" 23,332 160,040 183,872 10,70,255 | 16,48, 
1868-69 .,, | Certificate Tax Act, UX of 1868 ace 9,824 54,161 6,89,338 14,14,016 
1800-70... | Incowestax Acts, IX and XXUT of 1869 and 
XVI of 1870 .., oe “ oy on 22,728 142,342 166,070 | 12,20,465 26,26,189 | 38,46,64¢ 
1870-71, Ditto ditto .,, 97,831 83L 21,21,525 i) 64,20,700 
3871-72... | Income-tax Act, XB of 1871 7,407 51,405 | 6,87,765 2),40,190 
Brey [town a NCE af oe” | gla | abla | queat | Sibaay | REEL | Sota 
oe n 0 eC.) ae . ¥ 
1870-80...) Ditto E to ee 718,005 740,432 | 3,00,603 090 | 18,907,782 
1850-61, Ditto Tl (B.0,) of 1880 4192 68,414 71,556 | 4,11,260 | 10,73;602 
3881-82 Ditto ditto on 7, 65,873 412,290 26, 14,39,155 
2888s... Ditto ditto 1 8, 61,407 69,841 4,04,000 | 10,285,696 | 14,290,656 
DSSS 64 Ditto ditto om one 8,678 71,208 4,13,670 | 10,839,972 
1884-85 Ditto ditto 61,631 70,259 | 4, 1426 | 14,31,006 
1885.85, Ditto ditto 8,706 61,083 60,882 10,16,577 | 14,29,122 
1886.87... | Income-tax Act, IT of 1586 2, T718h 98,301 | 17,05;585 78,796 94, U81¢ 
1887-88, Ditto ditto 20,941 79, 100,238¢ } 14,246,018 1,906,332 | 31,20,344¢ 
1 vei Ditto ditto 23,128 79, 102,407¢ | 15,91, 286 8,314 | 32,89,600% 
i on Ditto ditto 555 79,710 102,265¢ | 16,95,1 17,41,576 | 34,96,787¢ 
199091...) Ditto ditto 22,159 80,829 102,988¢ | 17,11,574 | 177 $4,80,6307 
1801-92 ,,, Ditto ditto 21,002 81,274 108,176¢ | 17, 18,387,364 | 35,58, 
1802-03... Ditto ditto 21,386 pT 17,21,005 | 18,683,079 | 33,84,774t 
1803-04 3.) Ditto ditto H 83,842 105,476+ | 17,70,462 | 19,353,442 | 97,08) 
1894.95... Ditto ditto 21,426 540 x 18,099,075 81, 80, 
Ts05-96 | ditto 21,746 87,156 108,901 | 19,97,977 | 20,66,174 | 40,02,161T 
80-08 I Ditto ditto 23.288 Baas | ait'es0 Biae'58 | ai’eets 7 faeries 
in itto tto x 1 169,05" © 
1828-9... | Ditto ditto 28,056 89,829 143,785 | 21,91,049 44,18, 201¢ 
* Figures not available, ; 
it Bachaaive of the tax on sularies, &0,, recovered by the Accountant-General and the tax on the interest of Government 
securities, 


11. Zxponditure.—The expenditure incurred in the working of the 
tax during the year under review rose from Rs, 1,88,447 in the previous 
ear to Rs, 1,90,627. The increase, which occurs under all the different 
eads of expenditure, except under Collector's establishment, is mainly 


- attributable to the grant of increased pay to peons, increase of establishment 


in the district of Nadia, which move up to class IL, and the appoint- 
ment of two additional bailiffs for the Warrant Department of the office of 
the Collector of Income-tax, Calcutta. 

12. Goneral.—No new administrative question has arisen during the 
pe year which calls for special comment. ‘Ihe te though it naturally cannot 

@ said to advance in popularity, has now ceased to arouse public feeling. 
Its successful administration must of course ultimately depend on the standard ‘ 
of energy and integrity which prevails among assessors, and on the amount 
of supervision sisrclsad, by the local officers. “Over-assessment exposes itself ; 
but under-assessments and ‘omissions can only be gradually remedied by 
enquiry into the local circumstances prevailing in each particular district. That 
progress in this matter is being made is shown by the steady and continuous 
increase in collections since 1887-88, 

No case of embezzlement was brought to light during tho year. Two 
persons were prosecuted for personating assessors; one of A was sentenced 
on conviction to two years’ rigorous im isonment, while the other was com- 
mitted to the Sessions, The usual number ‘of petty prosecutions for resisting — 
execution of process were instituted, but call for noremark, 

13. The names of the Deputy Collectors specially reported by the Board 
as having done good service will & communicated to the Appointment Depart- 


administration of this Department during the year under review, 
By order of the Lieutonant-Governor of Bengal, 
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WEATHER AND OROP REPORT, 


For the weok ending the 4th September 1899. 


Bordwan.—Rainfall at Sadar 3°50, Kalna 1-14, Katwa 2-06, Raniganj :93. Weathor 
seasonable. Transplantation of aman completed. Weeding going on. Sugarvano, aus and 
other standing crops doing well. Fodder and water sufficient, « Cattle-disease in Katwa 
stationary. Common rice selling as follows :—- 


Srs. 
Sadar a eh ai 18 
Kaln cae av van 14 
Katwa ra se fa 15 Por’ Fapee, 
Raniganj ses ia a, 3h 


Birbhum.—Rainfall at Sadar 2:70, Rampur Hat 3-41. Weather verf hot. More 
rain wanted. Price of common rice at Sadar and Rampur Hat 15 seers per rupee. Fodder 
sufficient. 


Bankura.—Rainfall at Bankura ‘51, Vishnupur “69. Weather hot and occasionally 
cloudy. Rain wanted for high lands Fodder and water sufficient, No cattle-disease 
reported. Rice selling at Sadar 174 seers and at Vishnupur 17 seers per rupee. 


Midnapore.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘86, Contai 5°39, Tamluk 8-06, Ghatal 1:54. Aus 
paddy is being reaped; outturn good. Transplantation of winter paddy continues. Pros 
yee very good except in parts which were inundated.  Cattle-diseaso and grass- 
toppers reported from some places in the Sadar subdivision. Common rice sells as 


follows :— 
Srs. cn. 
Sadar waa oes ss 16 0 
Contai ase see ie 15 0 
Tamluk a ies at 14 8} ( Per rupee. 
Ghatal ah eee ‘a 17 0 


Hooghly.—Rainfall at Sadar 82, Seramporo 3°62, Jahanabad 1:65. In certain low 
lands transplantation of aman is reported to ba continuing. Prospects of sugarcane and 
jute moderate. Common rice sells at 14 seers 6 chitaks per rupee, 


Howrah.—Rainfall at Sadar 222, Ulubaria 1-21, Weather hot and cloudy. Trans- 
plantation of aman still going on. Harvesting of aus continues. Jute and sugarcane doing 
well. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells at 18} seers per rupee. 


24-Parganas.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:82, Barasat 2-83, Basirhat 1:21, Diamond 
Harbour 7:78, Weather hot and cloudy with occasional rain, Transplantation of aman, 
cutting and steeping of jute, and harvesting of aus going on briskly. Heavy rainfall 
in Diamond Harbour during the week did some damage to rewly-transplanted paddy 
on low lands. Cattle-diseaso reported from the Sadar subdivision. Fodder and water 
sufficient. Common rice sells as follows :— 


8rs. cu. 
Sadar tee ies « I12tol4 0 
Barasat 15% ais ae 15 0 
Basirhat ies * si 16 0 ¢ Per rupee. 
Diamond Harbour =F sie 12 5 


Nadia.—Rainfall at Sadar 2:36, Kushtia 1:26, Meherpur 1-03, Ohuadanga +54, 
Ranaghat 1:23. Weather scasonable. Harvesting of aus nearly over with an average 
outturn of 80 per cent. Fodder and water sufficient. Price of common rice stationary. 


Murshidabad.—Rainfall at Sadar 2-61, Kandi 3-12, Jangipur 4:94, Weather cloudy 
and hot. Harvesting of bhvdoi and cutting of jute continue, Paddy plants and mulberry 
doing well. Paddy partially damaged in Gowas police-station. Foddor insufiiciont in Dau- 
latabad police-station. Water sufficient. Common rico sells as follows :— 


Srs. 

Star) ony ase o0 - 
andi eee ous vee er rupee. 
Jangipur a tee aes 15 yP = 


10, ‘The following statement illustrates for the year under review and 
previous years the distribution of the income-tax and of the other d taxes" 
which preceded it, as between Caleutta and the rest of the Provines :— 


——— 

















a Rs. Re. 
rae x IT Of 3800... ane 207 | 241,207 60,061 | 84, 65,89,489 
[ies Ae en ome oe ty ; doasioas. | pelae nie 
Ditto ' — ditto cod hopes 61,740 61,740 | 17,09,743 | 31,30,346 | 48,40,087 
Ditto ditto ek 57, 22,69,818 






I] Dist ditto heen 
868.00 |. Cone ‘ats Ate en 
oe ‘ax Ae ol ape wee 

| Incowetax Acta, TX and XXUi of 1800 and 
XVI of 1870 .., = 





2223 





















| “ey 
| soos” resi > Age 728, 165,070 | 12,90, 189 
ee 1870-71. itto ditto =) 97,831 97,831 | 2191595 aes 64,20,700 
ee aun is Income-tax Act, oar OL IST aes ow 7,407 oe er 708 er} 29,40,190 
a - ol oe ” 
fs wD Liownsetax Act, 1(¥0.) of asi” Stor | gobzo0 | ouna07 Sait asialias | 300 08 
870-80... ito see 
1850-8) Ditto TI (B.C.) of 1886 8,142 68,414 411,260 | 10,78;603 
Ditto ditto is * es ‘1,973 412,200 | 10,26,865 | 14,3),155 
Ditto ditto Ee 8,494 61,407 69,841 10,25,636 | 14,290,656 
Site gio some 8,073 203, 4,183,670 | 10,389,972 ie 
it a “ 10,27, 
1 Ditto ditto ae 8,796 61,083 69,882 | 4,19/545 | 10,16,577 dessa 
+ | Income-tax Act, II of 1486 wat 77,13) Lt | 17,06,585 | 16,78,796 84, 081¢ 
3 Ditto ditto ese 100,238t } 14,2402 | 16,96,332 | 31,20,344¢ 
ditto oe 1 +] 16,01,986 | 16,08,316 6009 
16,95,168 | 17,41,676 | ¥4,96,787+ 
103.764 Trantiae Terao 38 300 
St | 17,21,005. | 1868079 | Bs08074t 
105,476+ | 17,710,062 | 19,33,442 103, 
east 99,075 | 19, X 
108,201 10,32,077 Sens 40,02, 151¢ 
‘80 | aijaztoss | sieo‘osr |) da’s vost 





113,785 | 21,091,049 | 92/26,952 | 44,18,201+ 





* Pi 6 not avaflable, P 
K 4 dxcusive of the {ax on sularies, &c., recovered by the Accountant-General and the tax on the interest of Government 


11. Lxpenditure—The expenditure incurred in the working of the 
tax during the year under review rose from Rs, 1,88,447 in the previous 
Pa ear to Rs, 1,90,627. The increase, which occurs under all the different 
4 eads of expenditure, except under Collector's establishment, is mainly 
| attributable to the grant of increased pay to peons, increase of establishment 
| in the district of Nadia, which move up to class II, and the appoint- 

ment of two additional bailiffs for the Warrant Department of the otitoe of 

the Collector of Income-tax, Calcutta, 
12. General.—No new adwinistrative question has arisen during the 
: oy year which calls for special comment. ‘Lhe tax, though it naturally cannot 
e said to advance in popularity, has now ceased to arouse public feeling. 
Its successful administration must of course ultimately depend on the standard a 
_ of energy and integrity which prevails among assessors, and on the amount 
| of supervision skorclead by the local officers. “Over-assessment exposes itself ; 

but under-assessments and omissions can only be gradually remedied b 

enquiry into the local cireumstances prevailing in each particular district. That 

progress in this matter is being made is shown by the steady and continuous 
_ Increase in collections since 1887-88, 

e No case of embezzlement was brought to light during the year, Two 

___ persons were prosecuted for personating assessors; one of Pho was sentenced 
|* on conviction to two years’ rigorous im isonment, while the other was com- 
mitted to the Sessions, The usual number of petty prosecutions for resisting 

execution of process were instituted, but call for no remark. 
13, The names of the De Lorre specially reported by the Board 
as having done good service wi Communicated to the Appointment Depart: 


|. ment, 

___, 34. In conclusion, the Lieutenant-Governor thanks the Board for their eats 

| administration of this Department during the year under review, Prihs ae 
2 By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, net 
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WEATHER AND OROP REPORT, 


For the week ending the 4th September 1899. 


Burdwan.—Rainfall at Sadar 3:50, Kalna 1:14, Katwa 2:06, Raniganj ‘93. Weathor 
soasonable. Transplantation of aman completed. Weeding going on. Sugarcane, ave and 
other standing crops doing well. Fodder and water sufficient, « Cattle-disease in Katwa 
stationary. Common rice selling as follows :—- 


Srs. 
Sadar tes ‘ee ise ty 
iss ies vas 1 
prt ea ie a 1st Per rupee. 
Raniganj tee to 1} 


Birbhum.—Rainfall at Sadar 2:70, Rampur Hat 3-41. Woather very hot. More 
rain wanted. Price of common rice at Sadar and Rampur Hat 15 seers per rupee. Fodder 
sufficient. 


Bankura,—Rainfall at Bankura ‘51, Vishnupur °69. Woather hot and occasionally 
cloudy. Rain wanted for high lands Fodder and water sufficient. No cattle-disease 
reported. Rice selling at Sadar 174 scers and at Vishnupur 17 seers per rupee. 


Midnapore.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘86, Contai 5°39, Tamluk 3:06, Ghatal 1:54. Aus 
paddy is being reaped; outturn good. Transplantation of winter paddy continues. Pros- 
pects very good except in parts which were inundated. Cattle-diseaso and grass- 
preet reported from some places in the Sadar subdivision. Common rice sells as 
ollows :— 


8rs. cn. 
Sadar see tee r) 16 0 
Contai — aes ees 15 0 
Tamluk or set Gee 14 34 ( Per rupee. 
Ghatal se as see 17 0 


Hooghly.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘32, Seramporo 3°62, Jahanabad 1:65. In certain low 
lands transplantation of aman is reported to be continuing. Prospects of sugarcane and 
jute moderate. Common rico sells at 14 seers 6 chitaks per rupee. 


Howrah.—Rainfall at Sadar 2:22, Ulubaria 1°21. Weather hot and cloudy. Trans- 
plantation of aman still going on. Harvesting of aus continues. Jute and sugarcane doing 
well. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells at 13} seers per rupee. 


24-Parganas,—Rainfall at Sadar 1°82, Barasat 2-83, Basirhat 1:21, Diamond 
Harbour 7:78. Weather hot and cloudy with occasional rain. Transplantation of aman, 
cutting and steeping of jute, and harvesting of aus going on briskly. Heavy rainfall 
in Diamond Harbour during the week did some damago to rewly-transplanted paddy 
on low lands. Oattle-diseaso reported from the Sadar subdivision. Fodder and water 
sufficient. Common rice sells as follows :— 


8rs. cx. 
Sadar oee aa «» 12to14 0 
Barasat re cas ibe 15 0 
Basirhat ses ses seb 16 0 ( Per rupee. 
Diamond Harbour oi es 12 5 


Nadia.—Rainfall at Sadar 2°36, Kushtia 1:26, Meherpur 1:03, Chuadanga ‘54, 
Ranaghat 1:23. Weather seasonable. Harvesting of aus nearly over with an average 
outturn of 80 per cent. Fodder and water sufficient. Price of common rice stationary. 


Murshidabad.—Rainfall at Sadar 2°61, Kandi 3:12, Jangipur 494, Weather cloudy 
and hot. Harvesting of bhvdoi and cutting of jute continue, Paddy plants and mulberry 
doing well. Paddy partially damaged in Gowas police-station. Fodder insufficient in Dau- 
latabad police-station. Water sufficient. Common rico sells as follows :— 


Srs. 
Kandi ove eas tan 7 er Tuy 
Jangipur wed ose ses 15 ee 
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Jessore.—Rainfall at Sadar 1°33, Jhenida ‘96, Magura 1:87, Narail 2:40, Bangaon 
8°20. Weather seasonable. Harvesting of aus paddy going on. Prospects good. Rivers 
are going down, Cattlo-disease reported. Common rice sells as follows :— 


Srs. 
Sadar ‘it wee cas 163) 
Jhenida ico se see 16 | 
Magura tee ves eee 18 per rupee. 
Narail rere soe aes 17 
Bangaon ee eve wa WV 


Khulna.—Rainfall at Sadar 1°57, Bagerhat 1:93, Satkhira ‘97. Weather hot with 
occasional rain. ‘Transplantation of aman and harvesting of aus going on. Fodder and water 
sufficient. Common rice sells as follows :— 


Srs. 
Sadar eee oe oof 16% 
Bagerhat eo te oes 17 per rupee. 
Satkhira wee ove ove 15 


Rajshahi.—Rainfall at Sadar 3:05, Nator +62, Naugaon 2°16. Prospects of crops 


fair. Harvesting of aus and steoping of jute in progress. No cattle-disoase. Fodder‘and 
water suflicient. Common rice selling at 174 seers per rupee. 


Dinajpur.—Average rainfall 2°59. Weather seasonable. Standing crops good. No 
cattlo-diseaso, Fodder and water sufficient. Rico selling at 17 seers per rupee, 


Jalpaiguri.—Rainfall at Sadar 4:25, Alipur Duars 5°85, Weather seasonable. 
Transplanting of /aimanti paddy and steeping of jute rapidly oing on. Harvesting 
of thadoi paddy nealy finished. Fodder and water ample. Price of common rice 14 seers 
per rupee. 


Darjecling.—Rainfall at Darjeeling 4°68, Kalimpong 5°04, Siliguri 472. Weather 
seasonable. fil/s— Kalai and phaphur being sown; bhutta, bhadot paddy, chota 
and bara marua, and haimanti paddy progressing well. Terai—Jute and bhados being cut ; 
haimanti paddy being transplanted ; sugarcane doing well. Coarse rice sells as follows :— 


Srs. 
Hills oes vee ss 103 
Terai tae cop 16 i PEE-TBPOOs 


Bhutta sells at Darjeeling 25 seers and at Kalimpong 40 soors per rupee. 


Rangpur.—Rainfall at Sadar 7:66, Gaibanda 2:53, Nilphamari 8°30. Weather rainy. 
Steeping of jute and trausplantation of winter rice in progress. Prospects good. Common 
rice selling at 18 seers 10 chitaks per rupee. Fodder and water sufficient. 


Bogra.—Average rainfall ‘97, Harvesting of aus nearly finished. Steeping of juta 
and transplantation of aman still going on. Prospects goud. Fodder and water ample. 
Common rice selling at 17 seers per rupee. 


Pabna.—Rainfall at Sadar 2°34, Sirajganj 227. Weather cloudy and rainy. Pros- 


ae good. Harvesting of aus paddy complete; yield moderate. Price of common rice 
4} seers per rupee, 


Dacca.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:72, Manikganj 2:96, Munshiganj 2:58, Narainganj 3:28. 
Weather seasonablo. Prospects of standing crops good. Fodder available. No cattle- 
disease. Common rice 17 seers per rupee. 


Mymensingh.—Rainfall at Sadar 7:52, Tangail -31, Kishorganj 3°72, Jamalpur 2°50, 
Netrokona 8:15, Frequent heavy showers, Prospects of crops good. Condition of people 


and cattle good. Fodder andwater ample. Common rice sells at Sadar 20 seers, ‘Tangail 17} 
seers, and Netrokona 22 seers per rupee. ‘ 


Faridpur.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:22, Goalundo 1:60, Madaripur ‘22. Weather seasonable- 
State and prospects of crops good. Common rice sells at 17 seurs per rupee. 


Backer: .—Rainfall at Sadar 3-61. Weather seasonable. Prospecte of crops fair. 
Common we tots at 15 seers (aman) and 18 seers (aus) per rupee. , ™ 


Tippera.—Rainfall at Sadar 2°74, Brahmanbaria 3°44, Chandpur 1-97. Weather 
cloudy with light showers, Jute harvest goes on; aus harvest nearly over. Rice bein, 


transplanted on high lands. Prospects of aman continue favourable, Average price 
common rice 18 seers per rupee. 
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_ Noakhali.—Rainfall at Sadar 7-21, Foni 9°63. Transplantation of aman and harvest 
ing of avs continue. Coattle-disease reported from Chagalnaya. Water sufficient. Fodder 
less good than usual. Common rice (aman) 16 seers and (aus) 18 seers per rupee. 


Chittagong.—Rainfall 5-12. Weather seasonable. Aman transplanting progressing. 
Reaping of aus continues. Prospects fair. Water and fodder sufficient, Common rice 15 
seers per rupeo, 

Patna.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘83, Dinapore ‘93, Barh ‘78, Bikram ‘36, Barh 53, Hilsa 
‘45. Transplantation of paddy nearly finished. Prospects of bhadoi crops unfavourable. 
Makai very poor.  Marua being reaped. Condition of cattle fair, Fodder and water for 
cattle sufficient. Common rice in Patna sells at 154 seers per rupee. 


Gaya.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘67, Jahanabad ‘74, Aurangabad 2-68, Nawada ‘55, 
Transplantation of paddy approaching completion. J/arua being harvested. Common rice 
selling at 14} seers per rupee. 


Shahabad.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘84, Buxar 274, Bhabna 3:46, Sasaram 2-76 
Paddy transplanting progressing. 134 cases of cattle-disease reported in Sasaram. Fodder and 
water abundant, 


Saran.— Rainfall at Sadar 2°74, Siwan 3-56, Gopalganj 3:14. Weather warm, 
Paddy transplantation still continues, and high land paddy doing well. Drier weather is 
doing good. Average price of common rice 13°8 seers and of makai 18'S seers per rupee. 


Champaran.— Rainfall at Motihari 2-37, Bettiah 4:28, Barharwa a91, Bagaha 2:17, 
Ramnagar 1°93. Early paddy and a little of bAadoi being ‘harvested. Transplantation of 
aghant paddy practically over and prospect is good. Price of common rice 13} seers and of 
maize 21 seers per rupee, 


Muzaffarpur.—Rainfall at Sadar -83, Hajipur 3-23, Sitamarhi 2°88, Transplantation 
of rice nearly completed. Prices are—Common rice 12 seers, wheat 15 seers, barley 20 seers, 
makai 18 seers, gram 19 seers, and rahar 20 seers per rupee. 


Darbhanga.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:55, Samastipur 1:13, Madhubani 5:99. Woather 
hot and cloudy with occasional showers. Transplantation of paddy is still in progress, 
Fodder and water sufficient. No cattle-diseaso reported. QOommon rice sell as follows :— 


. Srs. Ch. 
Sadar tee toe w- = 12 0 
Samastipur ben se - 18 0 per rupee, 
Madhubani tee «-- 12 6 


Monghyr.—Rainfall at Monghyr 1:04, Bogusarai 5:18, Jamui 3-28. Weather hot 
and bright with occasional showers. Transplantation of winter rica nearly over. Sama 
and makai being harvested in places. Sowing of mircho continues. Outturn of bhadoi 
very poor, Common rice sells as follows :— 


Sis. Ch. 
Sadar ses soe ive 11 10 
Begusarai se oe ae 12 0 per rupee. 
Jamui toe te 13° 8 ‘ 


Bhagalpur.— Rainfall at Sadar 2-44, Banka -90, Madhipura 2-70, Supaul 2°92. 
Weather seasonable. Harvesting of bhado comuienced ; outturn poor. Transplantation of 
winter rice almost completed; prospects good. Cattle-disease reported from some villages 
in Madhipura, Banka aud Supaul. Prices stationary. 


Purnea.—Rainfall at Sadar 369, Kishanganj 1:94, Araria 2:23, Weather season- 
able. Harvesting of bhadoi, rico and jute continues. Aghani rice being transplanted. 
Prospects good. Fodder and water sutticient. Common rico sells as follows : —- 


Srs. 
Sadar ee vee ase 15 
Kishanganj oe ae see 15 per rupee. 
aria ca see 21 (new aus) 


Malda.—Rainfall at Sadar 2-09, Gajol 2-43. Shibganj 1:18, Weather hot and 
cloudy. ‘Transplantation of winter rice finished. Harvesting of baadoi paddy still going on. 
Price of coarse fice 17 seersa rupee. Fodder sufficient, 


Sonthal Parganas.— Weather hot and showery. Indian-corn poor. Prospects of paddy 
‘ood. Cattle-disease reported from Dumka, Godda, and Rajmahal, and glanders from 
amka, Fodder and water sufficient. Average price of common rice 13 seers 6 chitaks 

and of Indian-corn 18 seers per rupee. 
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Cuttack.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:40, Jajpur 5°07, Kendrapara 1:48, Banki 2-08. 
Weather seasonable and hot. Sarad, jute, hasdia cotton, and sugarcane growing. Beali 
being cut. Itis being damaged by insects in places. Rain wanted. Condition of cattle 
generally good. Fodder and water suflicieat, Common rice sells as follows :— 


8. ch. 
Cuttack oor ee ww. =15 12 
Jajpur we ee acs ETL per rupee, 
Banki es ose wv =16 13 ) 


Balasore.— Rainfall at Sadar ‘82. Weather hot. Weeding and transplanting of 
sarad continue. Beali being reaped in places. Sugarcane thriving well. Prospects of 
sarad good. Lice sells at 1s% seers per rupee im the interior, and at 17 and 18 seers per 
rupee at Balasore and Bhadrak respectively. Outtle-disease reported from places. Fodder 
and water sufficient. . 


Angul,—Rainfall at Angul ‘84, Bisipara 3°02, Good rain in tho interior. Weather 
hot and cloudy. More rain expected. Puddling in Angul and transplantation in both the 
subdivisions in progress. More rain wanted in Angul. Harvesting of /hadoi crops com- 
menced. Common rice selling at 20 seers per rupee in Angul and 12 seers in Khondmals. 


Puri.—Rainfall at Sadar 3°06, Khurda ‘47. Weeding, puddling, and transplantation 
of sarad going on. Insufficiency of rain keenly felt in many places. Aeali and mandia being 
cut. Fodder sufficient. Insect-pests causing damage to sarad and beali in some parts. 
Cattle-disease continues in some places. Common rice sells as follows :— 


8. ch, 
Sadar vee ove eee 15 12 
Khurda toe a o L711 i rupee, 
Interior of the district ots 16 0 


Hazaribagh.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘31, Giridih 1°82. Weather hot. More rain wanted. 
Common rice sells at 144 seers per rupee. 


Ranchi.—Rainfall 68, Weather hot. Prospects good so far, but more rain seriously 
wanted. ice sells at Ranchi 16 seers per rupee, A in the interior 18 seers. No cattle- 
disease, Fodder and water sufficient. 


Palamau.—Rainfall *57. Weather not seasonable. More rain wanted for rico crop. 


Sawan and gondii being harvested. Other crops doing well, Rico selling at Sadar 14 seers 
per rupee. 


Manbhum,—Rainfall at Sadar 1:53, Gobindpur 2:02. Weather seasonable. Bhadoi 
crops fair. Winter rice generally good. Cattle-disease reported from thanas Manbazar and 
Topehanchi. Fodder and water sufficient. Average price of common rice at Sadar 16 
seers 9 chitaks and Gobindpur 14 seers per rupee. Supply sufficient. 


Singhbhum.—Rainfall 8-91. Prospects good. Common rice sells at 17 seers 7 
chitaks per rupee. 


General Summary.—Tho rain during the week was moderate in amount, but general ~ 
in its distribution. ‘The transplantation of winter rice is being rapidly completed, and the 
reports of the crop are generally good. More rain is, however, still required in Puri and 
Angul and in the Chota Nagpur Division, Some slight damage by insects is reported from 
Cuttack and Puri. Early rice is being harvested, Jute is being cut and steeped, The 
bhadoi harvest in Bihar is yielding a poor outturn, as was expected. The price of common 
Tice has fallen in some districts, but on the whole it is practically stationary. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


F. A. SLACK, 


Offg. Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal. 
Revenve Department, 


The 5th September 1899, 


PRICES-CURRENT (RETAIL) OF FOOD-GRAINS AND SALT 
IN THE 


TTEAD-QUARTERS STATION BAZARS OF THE DISTRIOTS OF BENGAL 
DURING THE FORTNIGHT ENDING THE 31st AUGUST 1899, 









PRICES-CURRENT (retail) of Food-grains and Salt in the Head. 
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SRN io 4. a taken at the Alipore Observatory from 
Meteor _ August to 2nd September 1899. 


TEMPERATURE, HyGromerry. Winn, 











Eand ESE 


88 | ESE, E and SE... 







27th 
28th | 147-8] 4-4 
29th 


1457] 3-2 87 | SE by Band SSW 







89 0°03 Ohisay cloudy, 0, 


» ]S0cb [1488] 15 85 | SSW and 8 










92) Nil | Chiefy cloudy. 


wm | Bist | 1013) Nil 94 SSE, SSW and calm 







59 137 Condy, % £, P,t, 


Sept.| Ist |1406) 14 





84 | Calm and variable| 56 007 | Chiefly cloudy, o, 

























Obtotiy cloudy, 0, 


lM 0°35 | Chiefly cloudy, o, 
Pp 


1) =. 
WNW and calm Nil | Cloudy o. 
Inches. 
The mean pressure of the seven days oi es sae 29-607 
The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 
Office ni fy a ie ane 29635 
The total number of hours of bright sunshine... my me es 140 
The maximum possible number of hours of sunshine sais we we 88'1 
The mean temperature of the seven days esas oe ae ade sae 84:1 
The average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor- 
General’s Office oes we eel ove so 83:7 
The extreme variation of temperature ase awe oes haces 141 
The maximum temperature tee e one Fo tee 92:3 
The highest velocity of the wind in one hour... “al om 3 12° 
. - ° 
=~ mean relative humidi lity ek re oF as med 86 
average relative humi corresponding perio: years, 
Surveyor-General’s Office dine v mon shah ec eee P 85 * 
nches, 
The total fall of rain from 27th August to 2nd September 1899 kan is 1-90 
The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 
Office ret Boe ate ae ie ine 214 
The total fall from 1st January to 2nd September 1899 AN oF 60:28 


The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-Gen s 
Office as ” te joes see eee 48°93 
The mean pressure, temperature, &c., are deduced from the traces of the Bar aph and Th 
tnd from observations made at 6h., 10h., 16h., and 22h. ein ones 
The maximum and minimum temperatures are obtained from self-registering thermometers. All the 
thermometers are verified and the readings have been corrected to a standard constructed and verified at the 
Kew Observatory. They are exposed under a thatched shed open at the sides, and are suspended four feet 
above the : 
. The meter readings are corrected approximately to those of tho standard, Newman’s No, 8% 
ches 7 dein  opatiaed tao Tables III, 1V, and V of the official tables 
: metric are 0 m. ‘T'a! an 0: 0 
Gs Meteo ec Office, and based on Reguault’s modifications of August’s formula. “et 
The directions and the movement of the wind are taken from the trace of a Beokley’s anemograph, 
| The mouth of the rain-gauge is one foot above the ground. 
—-% overcast; g, gloomy; d, drizzling rain; p, passing temporary showers; t, thunder; 
Bias Bey COW. 






OLOGICAL Orvick, Govt. or Inpia, __ G. W. Kuouuzn, 
utta, the jth September 1899, For Meteorological Reporter to the Govt, of India. 
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A. Hype Wo.taston, 
for Ewaminer of Accounts. 





Weekly Return of Traffic Receipts on Indian Railways. 

EAST INDIAN RAILWAY. 

Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ended 19th August 1899 on 1,712:25 miles open, Ry 

en ae eee aot 
gy pe es 


Ooacuime Travvic, | Mekomannise awp Mrvzrax TRAPVIC TRaim-MILES RUN, 


















*| Other earnings Tota) 





























Number of | Coach Weight Reooi (oatimated). | earnings, ei 
passengers. Saat carried, al . ino. 4 
: a AP. Mops. 8. 2, ALP, +} ALP. Rs, A. P, 
eC, 
fotal traffic for the week | (a)806,644. | 2,992,367 6 0 87,44,089 10 | 6,26,414 14 14,701 0 9,83, 
epee ete of caltway, ws i a 170 12 0 sank 3513 ME Dg | & yaaa! ee had 
previous weeks = 4 
year weg ean 2,088,068 *20,19,854 13 0 | $2,32,15,525 10 | $39,52,404 7 0 289,508 0 0 | 69,61,852 4 0)  §585,779 $045,324 $1,531,108 
Total for 7} wooks — .. | 2,340,208 || 93,12,222 8 0 2,00,50,504 20 | 46,76,810 6 0| 1,04200 0 0 | won ass 6 cl omoeT 1,087,843 | 1,708,108 
—_—_—_——— — LS ET as | ll | 
OomPaRison. . fi 
fotal for corresponding week (@. (e) 
“id 257,372 | 2,45,21410 2/  84,35,017 0 | 5,91,898 5 10 
Be mprions veer ey oa 17,524 1 5 |  8,54,637 1,5) 91,108 134,286 | 225,844 
week of previous year .,, oveise 14313 0 vetoes wr 2 8 wo 46 . of ao 
for corresponding 





soneee ene 








weeks of previous year New 2,176,140% | 21,19,405 2 0 | 9,73,62,102 20 50,683,950 15 4 1,49,338 10 0 | 78,82,700 11 ‘ 664,708 | 1,115,629 | 1,780,896 
! i} 





a) The increase is in outward traffic, chiefly from stations on the Band C districts, owing to m f pilgrim: 
{3} Deducted Rs. 27,815, being the estimated amount of rebate on coal for the week, tos shgeabra ted 6 


(6) The increase is chiefly in coal traffic from sanrangal and Giridih, and in food-grain traffic from stati i 1 i 
ros Pay ments on sooonnt of mileage and demurrage being more than the recvipts, nothing is included, one in'the loop disteies, 
Added No, of passengers 14,214 | Ke, 65,257 
an 


op unt of th ' " . 
t Detasted Mds. 1,89,573 " 3,748 of duly hy difference between the approximate and <eudited figures for the first § days 
§ Audited figures up to 8th July 1999. 


(24) Includes amount of rebate on coal, Rs, 23,002 0 0 
o ” »  Ofmileageand demurrage ,, 6,243 5 0 


EAST INDIAN RAILWAY. ' 
Approximate Return of Traffic for week onded 26th August 1899 on 1,712:25 miles open. eh 
ah 





CoacnIng Travvic, | Mancmanprsx AND MINERAL 




















TRAPFIC, TRAYPIC TRAIN-MILES RUM, 3 
| Other sara i Total earnings, |———————____=__ ss 
Number of Coach: Weight ; : ny 

passengers. reosipee carried, Receipts, Coaching, Merchan. Total, 

en RR Dee 

Ra. a, P, Mos, 8, Re. a, P, Rs. a. P. Rs. a. P \ 

traffic for the week Oh as setts 0 oO 41,15,515.30 6,46, @ 20 14, Wn 00 7 a | 
ir o 82, 15,015, p 9,435,734 2 0) hs , 1 
Orpor mile of railway .., = sation, 166.13 8 vaccee 377 11 "RB OL SL 3. 8 pete’ 148,177 240,830 : 
Yor previous 7} weeks of half- + § § 4 1 

OAT ae ore ee ee na | 92,952,000 | *23,85,048 8 0) $2,71,25,925 20] 45,783,140 5 0 $1,03,159 0 0 | 70,16,347 8 0 652,205 | 1,054,818 | 1,767,113 

 geekiee | 919906 8 O &laeba 10] me ee een ee le Doce 
Total for 8} weeks .,, 2,664,182 | 26,17,204 8 0) $,12,40,861 10 | 52,24,874 7 0 1,17,918 0 0 | 79,60,081 10 9 777,048 
. ee 





_—_ SS 


ba nb ns 
1,229,995 | 2,007,943 
coetane 


—_—_——_—— | commas ula! h 






OoMPARIGON. 
for corresponding week 












(a) (e) 
of previous wea! ale hed gn 282,031 2,683,130 14 41,00,98310 | 6,78,421 15 11) 83,116 9 2 9,064,609 : 
Leia Eye pena, : 64, 7 6} = 90,579 142,014 | 298,593 
week of previous year... a, 164 5 aooeed 397 14 1 18 811 $0512 2 q 
for corresponding 8} 





‘Weoks of previous year ow 





2,458, 161% | 23,82,533 0 6) 3,14,63,145 30 | 57,42,378 15 1,72,455 3 1 82,97,870 2 10) 755,345 | 1,257,643 2,012,988 


in outward trafllc, chiefly from stations ou the A and B districts, owing to te 
(i papeeeeene tein on being the penne amount of rebate on coal for the week, ing to movements of pilgrims. 
0 Payments on account of mileage and demurrage being more than the receipts, nothing is included, 


a3 Nogat pe ea dodeced sae or eye es difference between the approximate and andited figures for the week ended 
Deducted , 1,135. J 
Audited figures up to the woek ended 15th’ July 18:9, 
ew of rebate on cowl Rs. 27,689 0 






. of mileage and dewurrago 7,462 16 
i Pa ‘of hire locomotives and vehicles \, 2,279 6 


TAKKESSUR BRANCH RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ended 19th August 1899 on 22:23 miles 





open, 











| OoACHING TRAFFIC, ERAN are Minxma TRAVPIC TRAIN-MILES RUN, 








































































— VaR, tee maa Total earnings, | ——_____ ‘| 
Weight estimated). 4 
amen ER ne igh | Receipts, Coaching. | Mase ‘otal. 
Re, 4.P. Mps. 8. Rs. a. P, Ra, a. P. Ra, a. P. 
16,116 868 4 0 10,600 20 82011 0 woo 98 15 0 2 “PR 
(o)16,116 “) (a) 8908 4-0 ae 4 610 oa3| “ius; Ue) om Bg! 
*27,504 8 0 454,002 0 42,509 3 0 32 0 0/ 30,125 11 0 §6,694 $083 $7,377 
31,872 12 0 65,508 20| 9,889 14 0 2 0 0| 9492610 0]  7,mia 733 | 885 
Sn es | aes! = 
29 40 148) 9158 5'6 1,149 17 1,396 A 
1 5 0 oon Ma 13] * ,,,. sen Aecet Fe 
2,100 6 0 6 39) 9879212 1 8,207 803 9,180 7 
trad to and from Tarkessur. r ne 


me TH} aiagg, of Mldarence between the approximate and audited figures for the first 8 days of 
” roe 0 , 14 } 


vit 








TARKKSSUR BRANCH RAILWAY. 











fa gee for theweek .. | 8,460 0 
ey Pepe of railway © Ge eat ks? 
Ls " tend of half. year 


Rese Total for 8} weeks 


tes! ComPanison. 





6 * Added No, of passengers v4 1,006 and me pe 
ie ‘< ~ Mads. 40,714 and wi fon aban of difference between the approximate and audited figures for the week ended 


F audiea figures OS SUT 1999, 


DELHI-UMBALLA-KALKA RAILWAY. 7 

















Key 
Ry Coacuive Travric, Simmons ies rama, TRAPPIC TRAIN-MILES RUN. 
Etat reer, parent Oe OT OEE sere Oe} berm earnings 
ie Number of | Conching Weight Recelpta. Spon: 

passengers, receipts, carried, ‘Total, 









Rs. A. P. 





Mos. 8, Rs. a. P. 



































































Pint traffic for the week ,., 17,486 13,650 7 0 85,319 0 10,498 1 0 0. 
Beer railway 4. eases a 2 8 eomees 677 a ae H Pheu ¢ ee 
Previous 6} ‘weoks & hali-| ‘ vas’ 

| your oe on *118,400 | 98,082 14 0] 4,69,038 10 | 454,575 7 0 1,063,009 56 0 | §42,041 $19,230 $62,171 
Motel tor 7} weeks — .., 130,002 | 1,11,733 5 0 177,116 18 0| 49,710 72,276 

‘* rach chane Hb a ac eratedie ne, 
; 16,786) | 18,627 9 8 64,539 30} 10,008.11 4 9,137 
eons 83.15 svseee 6r10 8 a a 
1,388,728 | 1,07,403 15 6 9,85,018 20 | 65,288.20 8 395 10 0 | 1,683,088 3 9 61,822 21,548 73,965 








Sy Pee Pes _ 
te ed No. of rs 023 and Rs. 1,868 
Dede nds 16,07 and = cl erat Of difference between the approximate and audited figures for the first 8 days a] 
Audited figures up to 8th July 1899, ? . 


DELHI-UMBALLA-KALKA RAILWAY. 


IR ES a aca’ Return ne: itoeltinc week ended 26th August 1899 on 162'24 miles open. 













Coacuina ‘Tavero;.)| M¥RCHANDIER AnD MizERAT, TRAPFIC TRAIN-MILES RUN. 









Weight =< Receipts, 





erento) ot Coaching 


receipts. 





Res, a. ?. Mpe. 5. 
t (a) 
traffic for tho week ae ow 15,073 | 18,017 2 6 uy 10 
G per mile of railway Ck 2 ees 
j provious 7} tweaks of half-year | "180,436 |*1,11,979 5 0] — 45,40,029 10 





Total for 8} weeks... 146,007 1,24,008 70 





COMPARISON. | 


ne 
fee 
ss 


> Sumas 





16,484 | 10,943 2 7 07,894 0 
64 611 




















arto of al setieny Base praise ssn ry oan 


718 











P 100,207) | 117,847 2 1 1,82,037 1 1 


ere Rs, 
jis — ie} On eeu ot 














6th July 1899, 


ied tera Bea made SERGE Me ames, 


a 






- SOUTH BEHAR RAILWay. 
Approximate Return of Trafic fur week ended 1th August 1899 on 78°83 miles Open, 





| ‘ 
TRAPPIO TRarN-MrERs RUN. f 
a 


Conching. | Merohan- | ‘Total. 
















Re. a. P, | 
traMle the week o %, 043 6 0 18,108 20 4,034.14 0 7 
F Pervious: Sp voeke of Salt ister wat 3 Oe 69,800" of 98,080 10 0 
Yor previous 5) weeks j-year , , F 
‘Total for 6} weeks 26,405 6 0! 87,908 20 83,575 8 0 
ComPaRisoy, 
for corresponding week of s 4 
‘previous ha sates ‘x 
Pee pevoor yearn ! 
otal for corresponding weeks of wom ¥ 
previous year ite | 








1 Seiad g)bMwengers $0 and deducted Rs, 33, 


sppcant of difference between the ‘pproximate and audited 
” 
pied force ap to oth July 1899, 


figures for the period ended 8th 


o ~ 
SOUTH-BEHAR RAILWAY. , 


Approvimate Return of Traffic for weok ended 26th August 1309 on 79°83 miles open. | 








Coacnine Trarric, Mescuanenvans Mingras 





TRAPFIC TRAIN-MILES RUN. 

estimated, /Total earnings, | 
Merchan. 

Coaching, diso, 









$$ 
Weight carried. Receipts. 






. Number of Coaching 
passengers, receipts, 














Re. a. v, 
enh tor the wook ave. Sees 7,983 8,726.10 0 


Mps, Rs. a p, a 
13,007 19 1185 é 2399 1,118 40a 
lous 6+ weeks of half-| 54,359 | *27,672 5 0 491,678 20 7,808 3 


$1,506 | g7,é30 





| ee oe ten ee |e eee Ler ae ee 
Total for 7} weeks on 62,202 31,308 15 0 | (1,04,730 80 | 8,751 9 0 6 0 0 | 40,215 & 0 8,152 * 
-—, | See See | Se ene a < 
ComPARison. 


tor ceercndiitg week of/ —....., 


le a rail 
week na iprovices 


‘ for corresponding wooks of ones 
ous Year, 


“lames ae 
+ Do. 5 rag eer a ra i 
Pint ace e> to Joe werk ented sth Seipieae 


EASTERN BENGAL STATE RAILWAY. 
(Lxorupine N. B., Dacoa, K.-D., any Assam-Brnar Sxctions.) 
Approvimate Return of Trafic and Mileage for the week ended 26th August 1899 on 834 mites open. 











' RAL 
Ooacnine Travric. uae 2 wax 





Taartic TRAIN-MILES RUR, 


Merchan- 
dine, | Total. 


rt 





Number of 
rs. 








Coaching, | 





DACOA STATE RAILWay, 





? P Approzimate Return of Trafic and Mileage for the week ended 26th August 1899 on 86 miles open. et | 
fe . ray 
| . rT 17 eT TS PEEEEE tee... | 
i Coacmine Taavric, | Munomaxpisn 4wp Mrwanat ‘avy 
























a eee Total 
= |) earn earnings, 
wn Number of ing Weight ‘inc! zie A 

Be ule Pacmag | Sapa | atid | oon, ell 

ieee Re. a. P. Mos, 8. Rs, 4. ?. 

figs for the week an 19,700 | 6,800 0 0 18,270 0| 1,870 0 0 110 0 0| 8980 0 0 
er Ris 230 300 22 0 20 0 100 % 0 0 
es 1 wooks ot half: 

¥ ow 1,59,040 49,160 0 0 70,710 0 6,820 0 0 870 0 0) 56,840 0 0 





Total tor 8 weeks ...| _1,78,830 | 65,450 0 0 85,080 0| 8690 0 0 980 0 0) 65,120 0 0 














ComPanison, 







6,318 0 0 15,041 0 1,218 0 0 wo 0 0 8,071 0 0 





ee ae 20,284 

Per of rail correspond. 

ie, yng aaa + 236 ma 00 180 0 0 0 600 m0 0 
‘ 0 0) 

_ Previous y: + oe . 193,825, 56,777 0 0 171,465 0 12,017 0 0 1,682 0 0 70,476 0 0 











a 








MYMENSINGH-JAGANNATHGANJ RAILWAY. " 
Lg Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 26th August 1899 on 33 miles open. 
ee Coacuime Tayyio, | MBBOMAND ISN AnD MrnzRAL | TRAFFIC TRAIN-MILNS ROK,” 
sce] aoe | com | ee 
moment | sme | ete | none oon. | Maem | so 




















! Re. a. P, Mps, 8, Re, a. P. Rs, a. P. Re. A. P.! 
| Potal tratic for tho weck — .. 740 0 0 2,840 0 200 0 0 ieee 1,080 0 0 296 
" milo of railway ... 220 0 a 0 900 pe 00 * 
fc i peovious 7 week ee bali % 
A tie > \ ices 4,720 0 0 8;680 0 m0 0 0 00 5,040 0 0 2,100 
i Total for 8 weeks... 5,460 0 0 11,020 0 1,200 0 0 100 0! 6670 0 0 2,384 
 aeage ” OomPantson. 
ans 
ny 


te * Includes ballast train-miles 512, 


aces oot Laas 


BRAHMAPUTRA-SULTANPUR RAILWAY. . 
Approzimate Return of Trafic and Mileage for the week ended 26th August 1899 on 24°75 miles open. 


; for the week 
of Tyee of ose 
soamloneipe 








REDE Het TRI 
PT, ‘GAZETTE, SEPTEMBER 6, 1899, 





COOCH BEHAR STATE RAILWAY. 


Approvimate Return of Trafic and Mileage for the week ended 26th August 1899 on 33°73 miles open. ' 










































=—— ————S—S 
CoacuiNo Traverc, | MERCHANDIOR AND MiweRaL 1 oy ‘ ey 
TRarvic Other rarnings|— goyq AYIIOTRAIN-MILRO RUN. 
' oom earnings. . 
Pearricd |  Becoipts, | Weight | Reooipts. ferry. © | Coaching, | Merchan+ | og) 
De 
Rs, A. P. Mps. 8, Ra, A, P, Rs. a. P, Ra. arp. ¢ 
traffic o 1,720 650 0 0 4,589 0 650 0 0 9 00 380 0 0 318 ] 
Lert = gd ratte bai’ “ol 00 136 0 20 0 0 | i ee | ee 
ty si htepphietced 12,480 5,000 0 0 44,270 0] 5,100 0 0 S10 0 0} 10,470 0 0 2,441 5,880 | 8,877 
af | 8 Plt “acd i mM 
Total tor 8 weeks... 14,200 5,710 0 0 48,850 0] 5,750 0 0 300 0 0] 11,800 0 0 2,709 6.804 | 9,563 
| Ee 8 800 | 95008 
ComPanisoy. 
corresponding week 
Setaonsyee es F 405 0 0 8,778 0 433 0 0 93 0 
ere peice te asool, amo 200 ut «i 
Fm foty corresponding date o/ 345 0 0 ‘ef 















25,779 0 2,405 0 0 843 0 





s Birelading & viele 
t Includes ‘ballast train-miles 576, 


BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWAY COMPAN Y, LIMITED, 
Approximate Return of Traffic and mileage for the week ended 19th August 1899 on 139 miles 


——— 


open. 





MBROHANDISE AND Miweras! 
CoacnIna Trarric, TRAFFIC, 








TRAPFIC TRAIN-MILES BUR, 












Number of Coaching Weight 
passengers, receipts. ples 












Re. a. P, Mbps. 




















traffic for the week —.., 28,653 1817 0 0 80,111 0 8,303 0 0 320 8,202 7,086 
10 of rail Gt naif 220 wl 00 576 0 6 0 0 3 fas 
FOI) we 008 gitat are 213,208 80,155 0 0 3,34,072 0| 80,571 0 0 7,870 1,18,596 0 0 18,347 48,452 
, eee ei Rc talada Mar east 
‘ Total for? weeks ... 241,856 9,972 0 0 414,183 0| 38,981 0 0 8,190 1,589,006 0 0 21,639 56,386 
rr | | a | eed 
ComPantison, 








+. 26,586 9,889 0 0 , 26,249 0 2,187 0 0 86 11,612 0 0 2,423 6,973 
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eae eeranas reer, 218 7% 0 0 210 0 wo0°0 100 93 00 testis, iL \eeewe saeee 
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~ BENGAL AND NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ending 26th August 1899 on 1,085 miles open. 
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ASSAM-BENGAL RAILWAY. | 
Approximate Keturn of Trafic for the week ended 19th August 1899.0n 396 miles 
; additional 28 miles for goods and parcels 









77,278 0 0 
87,063 0 0 
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2,47,550 0 
30°56 84488 
74,484 0 0)  18,85,858 0 


FINANCIAL YEAR. 
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Receipts per mile for the week ending 26th August 1899 

Ditto for the corresponding period of 1898 fae 
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Approximate Statoment of Gross Receipts of the Assam-Bengal Railway. 


DARJRELING-HIMALAYAN RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. 


open for all deseriptions of Traffie 
traffic only. 
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No. 1730Marine. 
GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL, MARINE DEPARTMENT. 
Dated Caloutta, the Vth September 1899. 
A RESOLUTION, 
Reap— 


The Administration Report of the Orissa Ports for the year 1898-99. 


The following statement shows the ri of the year under review, as 
compared with those of the preceding year 








Particunars, 1897-98. | 1898-99. | Increase. | Decrease. 









* ' 
_ Port dues on vessels Riess vs] 2,249 
. eo: Son steamers .., en a 







renames contribution 





Approximate Keturn of Trafic for the week ended 19th August edicts 
cidishodl hlalin fe pall gluten traffls only, 
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RESOLUTION ON THE. ADMINISTRATION 3 REPORT OF THE 
ORISSA PORTS FOR THE YEAR 1898.99, 





No. 1730Marine, 
GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL, MARINE DEPARTMENT. . 
Dated Caleutta, the Yth September 1899. 
RESOLUTION. 


Rrap— 2 
The Administration Report of the Orissa Ports for the year 1898.99, 
The following statement shows the receipts of the year under review, as 
compared with those of the preceding year :— 


5: ae k . | Inerease. | Decrease. 





i , h Y 
eT Fy ee by 
a es 


latupidlectonse is dusitit min’ Gove 





made during the year. 


2. The expenditure during the year as compared with that of the previous 3 
year, is shown id the subjoined gis : : P 







Parvricu.ars, 





Establishment : 2,583 
Light-house establishment ... 644 
Vessels and boats establishment 114 
Dockyard servioos and supplies 4,114 
Miscellaneous... ay 118 
Other charges on ry eee 
Total charges ; ~ 5,782 
SPITE ee ns ARES ARENT SEAT RR ech lip eonleeene 


3. The expenditure shows a decrease as compared with that of the previous 
year. The principal decreases are under the heads “Establishment” and 
“Dockyard services and supplies.” In False Point the decrease was chiefly 
due to the fact that Mr, Howard, the Port Officer, who has been a pointed 
Assistant Port Officer of Chittagong, did not draw his pay for ebruary 
1899. In Balasore the decrease under the head “ Dockyard services and 
supplies” is stated to be due to the fact that the Port Officer, Chandbally, has 
morte instructions to prepare indents of stores for the port on a reduced 
scale, ‘ 


4. The following table shows the number and tonnage of vessels that 
entered and cleared during the year, as compared with those of the preceding 
year:— 


Four hundred and_ thirty 
the year, of which 357 
in the coasting trade. Of the 77 
and 70 in the coasti a 


* 






4,900 96,44,928 | 76,40,188 
1,62,778 | 4,56,697 | 81,46,761 1,00,97,494 


} 9 
4,57,936 | 1,77,91,689 | 1,77,37,089 


The total value of the trade of the ports shows a decrease duri 


0 during the year 
under review of Rs. 1,63,404, as compared with the year 1897-98. In False 
Point, the decrease is ascribed to the lower price of ‘rice 


exported to forei 
ports ; while in Balasore it is stated to be due to less rice having been exported 
to coasting ports, ; , 


6. A steamer service was regularly maintained between Calcutta and 
_ Chandbally by the India General Stearn Navigation Com 


'y and Messrs. 
MacNeill and ‘a 6 Communication between Chandbally. and Balasore 
was kept up throughout the year, : 


By order of the Licutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
ory mor -R. B. BUCKLEY, 
es Socy. to the Govt. of Bengal, 





FOR BENGAL ON THE WORKING OF THE VACCINATION — 
DEPARTMENT DURING THE THREE YEARS 1896-1899. 








MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT—SANITATION. 
Caleutta, the 8th September 1899. ies 
RESOLUTION—No. 45638. 
Reav— RY, gars yas 
The Report of the Sanitary Commissioner for working of the Vaccination 
p Depectat during the three years 1896-1 sf 1 
Tur report, which was due to Government on 15th June, was not received 
until the 8th of August. Major Dyson has, however, been severely handicapped 
during the past year by pressure of plague work and the want of Deputy 
Sanitary Commissioners, and the Lieutenant-Governor accepts this as sufficient 
excuse for the delay. 
During the greater part of 1897-98 and 1898-99 the work of superintend- 
ing the Metropolitan and Northern Bengal Circles was’ thrown - upon Major 
Dyson in addition to his other duties, while the Western Circle was in charge 
of an Assistant Surgeon for the greater part of the period under review. | 
2. Strength of staf.—The following table shows the strength of the estab- 
lishment during the period under review as compared with the three preceding 
years :— ; 
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The large decrease in the staff paid by Government is due to the substi- 
tution of licensed for paid cy in Anguland to the employment of fewer 
paid vaccinators in Puri. The number of operations performed by each paid 

-vaccinator rose from 678 in 1893-96 to 720. In the agency employed by 
District Boards there was an increase of five vaccinators only; but the work — 
done shows decided improvement, the average number of seat per man 
having risen by no less than 232, In municipal ere was a 
of 36 vaccinators and of 8,473 operations, giving an average per man of 481 
against 437 in the previous triennial period, " pe 











3. Operations.—The total number of ‘operations performed was 2,293,655 
in 1896-97, 2,319,536 in 1897-98, and 2,147,452 in 1898-99, giving an increase 
“a the triennial average, as compared with that of the preceding period, of 
155,053. ; 

~ In 1898-99 the six-puncture system of vaccination was introduced, and 
‘the novelty, being unfortanately synchronous with the plague inoculation scare, 

appears to have been generally regarded as indicating some sinister intention on 
the part of Government, Consequently there was a decrease in the number of 
operations for the year as compared . with the previous. year which extended 
to 34 out of 49 a he general increase, however, in the triennial 
average is satisfactory and shows that progress is being made, It extends to 33 
districts out of 49 as against a’ decrease in 16, The Lieutenant-Governor 
is inclined to ascribe the instances of decrease not so much to the special cause 

noted by the Civil Surgeons as to the defects in the constitution of the vacci- 
nating staff, on which the Sanitary Commissioner remarks in another part of his 
report, and to the want of effective supervision. ‘I'he advantages of vaccination 
are, except in Orissa, believed, to be very fairly recognised by the people of 
Bengal, and the conscientious objector is consequently not a factor to be 
seriously reckoned with. Such passive opposition to vaccination as does ‘exist, ° 
originates partly, no doubt, in natural impatience of Government interference 
in family matters, but principally in a reluctance to pay the fees demanded 

* for the operation, which again is consistent with other experiences of domestic 
life. If the operators are compelled to devote time to realising their fees, which 
would otherwise be spent in operating, there issof course diminished outturn. 
To establish, however, a system of paid vaccinators is beyond the resources of 
this province, and there is in the alternative system of licensed vaccinators an 
advantage of its own, which gave it  preponderating weight with the adminis- 
trators of Bengal. When the vaccinators have to mperts themselves on the fees 
they have to recover, there is a powerful stimulus to thoroughly good, careful, and 
tactful work, and the improvement which can be attained under these conditions, 
by increased diligence and attention, is illustrated this year by several instances ; 
and particularly by the case of Gaya, to the backwardness of which attention 
was specially called in last year’s Resolution, Its figures for 1898-99 show 
an increase on the previous year of no less than 11,000. Tho Lieutenant- 
Governor, has also to admit that the progress of the department was seriously 
hampered by the absence of proper assistance to the Sanitary Commissioner. 
War and plague made so great a drain on the medical service that throughout 
nearly the whole of this triennial period, it was impossible to attach to the 

- Sanitary Commissioner a single Deputy. This defect it is hoped to remedy 
next winter, 

The <r Sy se most noticeable eas in me triennial 

average are Cuttack (26,568), Backer @ (25,881), ensin, 15,311), 
Balasore (14,367), Gaya (12,627), abd Patiu ihe The ai oat 

are in Angul (11,057), Noakhali (8,449), and Dacca (8,088). There can be little - 
doubt that the large decrease in Angul is due, not to the stereotyped explanation 
given by the Civil Surgeon that the number of available subjects for vaccina- 
tion is no longer sufficient to maintain the previous tania, but to the 
wilful slackness of the newly-introduced licensed vaceinators, which was noticed 
by the Sanitary Commissioner in last year’s report, With to Dacca 
and Noakhali, itis to be regretted that work among the Ferazi Muhammadans 
has not been up to the level of the previous years. The same explanation’ 
is offered as in the case of Angul, but its incorrectness is exposed by the 
figures given in another portion of the report, which show that in each ‘case 
there has been a diminution in the proportion of infant vaccinations to the 
nuinber of births recorded. —_. 

4. Protection aforded to infants.—For the purpose of comparison the Sani- 
tary Commissioner gives a table showing the proportion of infants successfully 
vaccinated in 1898-99 as compared with 1895-96, the year previous to the 
period under review. Taking the estimated births at 40 per cent. of the 
population shown in the census of 1891, and deducting the recorded deaths 
among infants under one year of age, the result arrived at for the whole 
Province is that 203'88 infants per mille were successfully vaccinated as 




















ie i 
against 169°19 in 1895-96. The increase is satisfactory, but would be still more — 
so if it were accompanied oy a levelling up of the striking differences 
between the percentages of different districts which were commented on by 
Government in their Resolution last year. These differences range from a 
proportion of 856°55 per mille in Malda to one of 24°29 in Puri, and emphasise 
the conclusion drawn in the preceding that there is a very wide’ 
difference between the amount of attention given to vaccination in different 
districts. Of districts which have been previously noticed as exceptionally 
backward, the increase in Gaya from 37:72 to 227-07 is icularly noticeable, 
while Patna, which in 1895-96 was at the bottom of the list with 2652, has 
risen to 85°27, The average in Puri is, however, the lowest on, record, and 
the improvement in Shahabad is trifling. “The backwardness of vaccination 
in Puri has attracted the special attention of the Sanitary Commissioner, and 
he has arrived at very radical conclusions which must be separately discussed. 
In the meantime the opening of a training school for vaccinators at Cuttack, 
should be undertaken as soon as possible, and the Commissioner will be asked 
to use his influence with the Chiefs of the Tributary States to entertain trained 
and respectable men. As regards the other backward districts of the Province, 
Sir John Woodburn would call the special attention of the Civil Surgeons 
concerned to the example of Gaya; and hopes that in the near future a more » 
uniformly high pire i may be attained. ; 

It may be n that in compiling this table an average birth-rate of 40 . 
per mille has been assumed. In the Sanitary Report the accepted estimate of 
50 per mille has been taken as the basis of calculation throughout, and it would 
be as well for the sake of uniformity if that estimate were adopted for the 
future in the Vaccination Report also. 

. Primary operations. —There was an increase of 130,006 primary vaccina- 
tions during the period under review as compared with the previous, triennial 
eriod. The perenne of successful operations is given as 97:92 as against 
58:29, The Sanitary Commissioner, however, ascribes this high ratio to the 
habitual falsification of returns by vaccinators, whoinclade even absolute failures 
as successful cases; and pen out that this pee can only be put astop to b 
stricter supervision on the part of Civil Surgeons and the inspecting staff, 
The system of six-puncture vaccination has, in spite of considerable opposition, 
which has not yet altogether ceased, been generally introduced into the 
Provinee, and satisfactory results are now being obtained. It is hoped that the 
existing prejudice inst it, which has no doubt been due to the plague 
inoculation scare, will in a short time vanish altogether. 

6, Revaccinations,—-The average number of revaccinations increased from 
43,998 in the ‘page period to 69,045, and the ratio of successful operations 
rose from 36°99 to 61:22, The increase in numbers is satisfactory, but the high 
ratio of successful cases must be regarded with suspicion, 

7, Recess work.—The average number of operations ig during the 
~ recess rose from 110,541 in the previous period to 113,601. The average in 
Calcutta has, however, declined by almost one-half, the explanation given being 
that extensive recess operations were rendered unnecessary by the absence of 
small-pox in an epidemic form. , 

8. Cost of vaceination.—-There has been a.continuous decrease in the cost of 
vaccination, the average annual expenditure having fallen from Rs. 1,94,966 to 
- rt a avd the cost of each successful operation from Re, 0-1-6 to 
‘Re. 0-1-4. 


The saving has been effected by the absence of Sa Sanitary Commis- 
siuners aving the greater pant ‘of 1897-98 and 1898-99 and: by the reduction in 
the number of paid. vaceinators. 

9. Protection from small-por.—The usual diagrams are appended showi 
side by side the death-rate small-pox, district by dintriet, for wach 
resto ae pase review, and peeing eeu enyronpeact 
vaccination during the seven preceding years. . With a view to, arri 
at more definite conclusions as to the actual effect of vaccination on the death: 
rate, the Sanitary Commissioner has pre a detailed statement comparing 
the death-rate from small-pox since the introduction of vaccination in five 
districts chosen at random with that during the five preceding years. face 





sets of figures, however, while , interesting, are inconclusive in 


oR The diagrams naturally do not render it possible to lay down any 


and-fast rule by which the amount of protection afforded by vaccination 
can be disclosed. “The fortuitous occurrence of a small-pox epidemic among ” 
the unprotected would alone'disturb any conclusion. For instance, the three 
consecutive districts of Jalpaiguri, Rungpore, and Bogra reached in the seven 
years ending 1899 almost ‘sag the same measure of protection, 180 per 
mille, but the ratio of deaths from small-pox in that period was 0°00 in 
Jalpaiguri; 0°13 in Rungpore; 1-01 in Bogra. The first district entirely 
escaped the epidemic among the unprotected majority, which was severe in the 
ird, and more lightly felt in the second, 
in the five sclected districts the result generally, except in Saran, has been ~ 
the reduction of small-pox mortality by a half. It is quite ee that this 
evans is more pot“ than real, for in pene or inp “te districts is the 
ratio of protection among the population ic ig ut, r all, this 
is the weal test by which the fre cet be vette judged te success 
in checking the mortality from small-pox. Every year increases the area of its 
protection ; every year increases the width of its statistics and the confidence 
with which inferences can be drawn from them; and in future at least, every 
triennial report should present an opportunity for a full and thorough examin- 
ation of facts for encouragement or instruction, as the case may be. Astriking 
feature in the diagrams is the position of Puri and Cuttack—the districts 
constantly noted as the hotbed of opposition to vaccination in Bengal. During 
the last six years Puri has shown the highest mortality in Bengal three 
times, the second once, and the fourth once, while Cuttack has held the first 
lace twice, the second twice, and the fourth and fifth once each. Similarly, the 
Nistricte of Patna, Gaya, and Shahabad, to the backwardness of which in 
vaccination, attention has often been drawn, show, with a corresponding regular- 
ity, a high mortality from small-pox. It should be noted that the pre-vaccina- 


' tion figures date back to a period when death registration was extremely 


defective, and it may fairly be assumed that vaccination has had a considerably 
greater effect in reducing the mortality than that shown by the present figures. 

10. Vaccination direct from the calf.—In the triennial report for the years 
1893-96, great stress was laid by Major Dyson on the importance of introducing 
this method of vaccination throughout the Province. As is naturally the case 
in India with novelties of this nature, difficulties were at first ex erienced, 
but the anticipation of Major Dyson that these difficulties woul » by tact 
aud judicious perseverance, be gradually overcome, is, it is satisfactory to see, in 
a fair way to be realised. Mafor Dyson is to be congratulated on the successful 
introduction of this important reform. 

11. Inspections. —Owing to the impossibility already noticed of continuously 
retaining De uy Sanitary Commissioners in the three circles into which the 
Province is al ed, comparatively little inspection work has been done by these 
officers during the period under review. In the Government Resolution on the 
Vaccination Report for 1897-98, attention was drawn to the extraordinarily large 
number of villages shown as having been inspected by some Civil Surgeons. On 
enquiry it has been ascertained that this was due to the Civil Surgeon having in 
some cases ordered the Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors of Vaccination to collect the 
vaccinated children at several villages, at a particular spot for inspection, thereby 
rendering it possible to returna large number of villages as having been inspected 
by him. eae ordinary circumstances this is a most objectionable practice, 
for it enables subordinates to set the seal of superior authority upon an 
concealment of deficiencies which a genuine inspection would have disclosed, 
But the Sanitary Commissioner asserts that under his orders his vaccinators 
maintain a nominal record of all vaccinations and of the cicatrices of all success- 
ful punctures. When the six-puncture system is in general operation, this plan 
may afford sufficient check, but, while making all excuse for the hard-worked 
Civil Surgeon, the Lieutenant-Governor is sorry to see that the practice of 


pate children at centres has been meanwhile so frequent. 

__ The Sanitary Commissioner notices the great variation in the number of 

inspections ormed by the subordinate pepesting staff, and remarks that, 
accination, inspection of less 


in the case Bsc and Sub-Inspectors of 


+ 


[tse 






than 30 and 50 per cent., respectively, of the operations in their urisdiction 
inexcusable. The attention of the Civil Surgeons should be diewn to this | 
matter. Admitting the correctness of the Sanitary Commissioner's conclusion — 
_ that the return of so high a ratio as 97°92 per cent. of successful °o tions is 
incorrect, it would seem that inspection, as at present performed, is not an 
efficient check on it. In the cases seen by Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors, this 
ratio is in the majority of cases equalled or exceeded, while in only one district, 
Singhbhum, has inspection disclosed results considerably below it. In that 
district the proportion of successful cases to the number inspected by the Civil 
Surgeon, the Inspectors and the Sub-Inspectors was 87°72, 88°89, and 79:13, 
respectively. It would be interesting to know if this result is due to greater 
care and efficiency in inspection or to any special cause.. 

The Lieutenant-Governor thanks Major Dyson for his work during the 
year. It was carried on at bigh pressure under many disadvantages, but there 
was notable improvement in some of the worst districts. It is on these that his 
attention must be concentrated, and the Lieutenant-Governor trusts that’ next 
winter he may be able, with a full staff of assistants, to advance this useful 
work still further. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


E, N. BAKER, 
Offg. Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal, 





* 
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‘ For the week ending the 11th September 1899. 
Bordwan.—No rain. Weather fair and hot, Harvesting of aus commonced. Rain 
wanted for aman. Stoeping of jute and weeding of aman going on. Sugarvane doing well. 
Fodder and water sufficient. Cattle-disease in Katwa slightly increased. Common rice 
selling as follows :—- : 


Srs. 
sr 5) Sy ae “a ay 
a eee eee eee 
Katwa a ae Sie ue i] perranee: 
j aie es 063 ‘ 


a Birbhum,—Rainfall at Sadar nil, Rampur Hat +18. Weather hot. “More rain 
wanted. Price of common rice at Sadar and Rampur Hat 15 seers per rupee. Fodder 
sufficient. / 


Bankura.—No rain. Weather fair and unusnally hot for the season. Rain badly 
wanted Fodder and water sufficient. No cattle-disease reported. Rice selling at 16 seers 
a rupee both at Bankura and Vishnupur. ‘ 


Midnapore.—Rainfall only at Tamluk ‘95. Reaping of aus paddy going on. Winter 
paddy still being transplanted. Prospects very. good. Cattle-disease and grass-hoppers 
reported ar ae places. Common rice selling as follows :— 


. Brs. on. 
ar aa ou ay 16 0 
ontai uae PY wes 15 0 
Tamluk me we aes 14 8}( Pe rapes. 
Ghatal aS as nae 17 0 


Hooghly.—No rain. Harvesting of aus paddy continues, State of standing crops fair. 
Common rice sells at 14 seers 3 chitaks per rupee. 


Howrah.—No rain at Sadar, Ulubaria ‘09. Weather hot. Transplantation of aman 
going on. Harvesting of aus continues, J ute and sugarcane doing well. Fodder and water 
sufficient. Common rice sells at 13} seers per rupee. 


24-Parganas.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘18, at other stations nil. Weather hot and cloudy. 
Prospects of aman fair except in low lands in Barasat and Diamond Harbour. Transplan- 
tation of aman still continues. Aus being cut and jute steeped. Oattle-disease reported 
from Hasanabad police-station, Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells as 
ws :— : 


fa B8rs, 

- vasa pats sia A; 138 

cand sate cme 9g por rupee. 
Diamond Harbour ae ass 1254 


Nadia.—Rainfall at Sadar nil, Kushtia 1-00, Meherpur nil, Chuadanga nil, 
| Ranaghat -08. Weather seasonable. Harvesting of aus almost over.” Fodder and water 
sufficient. Common rice sells as follows :— 


Srs, 
Sader. sins a) ot 16 
Kushtia .., bi Pe Nee 16 | 
Meherpur ... ove ae ase ist per rupee. 
{ 


2 a 4 ry £052 
i Murshidabad.—Rainfall at Sadar “41, Jengioes “50; Kandi +64, Weather cloudy 
and hot. Harvesting of bhdoi_ still continues Paddy plants, mulberry and jute doing 
‘well. Fodder insufficient in Daulatabad police-station. Water sufficient. No cgttle-discaso. 





_Sowmon rice sells as follows :— 
| — dangi a the whe 5 er ru} 
: a a 2 OE TE fod la 2 





adie 












Jessore.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘15, Thenida *62, "Magura 3°45, Narail 1:56, Bangaon 
nil. Weather seasonable. Prospects of crops good. Harvesting of aus paddy and 
going on. Oultivation for winter crops has commenced. Rivers receding, No cattle- 
disease reported. Fodder and water suflicient. Common rice sells as follows :— 






Srs. 

Sadar Sve oo oe 163 

i, afi vee Leen 184 
A see oe ase rupee. 
Namal. i 3 a ad ihe 


Ban, eee ais oh aoe f 
Khuina,—-Rainfall at Sadar 1:11, Bagorhat -47, Satkhira +10. Weather hot with 
slight rain. ‘Transplantation of aman and harvesting of aus going on. Fodder and water — 
sufficient. Common rice sells as follows :— : 


Srs. 
ae eee eee ; oe Hg 
erhat oy on oes per rupee. 
Satkhira eee oo oo 15 


Rajshahi.—Rainfall at Sadar -79, Nator 1:00, Naugaon 3:59. Weather very hot- 
Prospects of crops fair. Harvesting of /hadoi going on. No cattle-disease. Fodder and 
water available, Common rice sells at 174 seers per rupee. 


Dinajpur.—Average rainfall 3°75. Weather seasonable. Standing crops good. No 
cattle-disoase, Fodder and water sufficient. Rive gelling at 17 seers per rupee. 


Jalpaiguri—Rainfall at Sadar 9°64, ipur Duars 4:52. Weather seasonable. 
Transplantation of Aaimanti paddy and cutting and steeping of jute going on. Harvesting 
of bhadoi paddy nearly finished. Fodder and water suificient. Common riogt sells at 14 
seers per rupee. 

Darjeeling.—Rainfall at Darjecling 5:83, Siliguri 3°83. Weather seasonable. Hilis— 
Haimanti and bhadoi paddy, chota and bara marua, kalai and phaphar doing well. Zerai— 
Bhadoi and jute nearly cut; haimanti paddy being transplanted ; sugarcane doing well. 
Coarse rice as follows :— : 


. 8rs. 
Hills eee or oo ‘10 
Terai ‘as ses aig 16 } piglet 
Bhutta sells at Darjeeling 25 seers and at Kalimpong 40 seers per rupee. 


Rangpur.—Rainfall at Sadar 5:71, Kurigram 3°82, Nilphamari 8:52. Weather hot 
and cloudy. Transplantation of winter rice and meerng of jute going on. Prospects good. 
Common rice selling at 17 seers 9 chitaks per rupee. Fodder and water sufficient. 


Bogra.—Averago rainfall 275, Harvesting of aus finished. Stoeping of jute and 
toasaphaelin x of aman nearly finished. Prospedts good. Fodder and water ample. Oom- 


mon rice selling at 17 seers per rupee. 


Pabna.—Rainfall at Sadar -50, Siraj gunj 2:48. Weather cloudy and rainy. Pros- 
pects of crops good. Common rice sells at 15 seers 5} chitacks per rupee. 


Dacca.—Rainfall at Sadar 2-48, Manikganj 2°39, Munshiganj 3-50, Narainganj 2-49. 
Weather seasonable. Prospects of standing crops good. Fodder available. No cattle- 
disease. Price of common rice stationary. d 

Mymensingh.—Rainfall at Sadar 2°82, Jamalpur 3-80, Kish j 5°91, Tangail 3:98, 
Netrokona 9:03. Weather stormy. Prospeots Gand good. * Condition of oan and 
cattle good. Common rice 18 seers per rupee at Sadar, Kishorganj and gail, and 
15 seers per rupee at Jamalpur and Notrokona, Fodder and water sufficient. 


Faridpur.—Rainfall at Sadar 4°65, Goalundo 4:55, Madaripur 2°67. Weather season- 
able. State and prospects of crops good. Common rice sells at 17 seers per rupee. : 


Backergun foe Dein at Sadar 201. Woather seasonable. Prospects of crops fair. 
Common rive at 15 seers (aman) and 18 seers (aus) per ,rupee. * 

Ti —Rainfall at Sadar 6:40, Brahmanbaria 8:30, Chandpur 2°10. Weather 
seasonable, harvest nearly over. Jute cutting progresses. Prospects continue favour- 
able, Aversion of toon Sn A aba eae a . oN 

oakhali.—Rainfall at Sadar 4°86, Feni 4-93. Prospects of crops fair. Harvesting — 
chest sot teeiies ae Fodder and water good. A veterinary assis- 
=a has come to treat oattle-disease at Chagalnaya, Oommon rice (aman) 16 seers and (aus) 
seers per rupee, ; : 













—Rainfall 2°91. Weather seasonable, Aman transplanting ing. 
Reaping of ave nearly finished. Prospects fair. Water and fodder sufficient, Common sei 


Patna,—Rainfall nil. Transplantation of paddy finished. Rain urgently required 
now. Outturn of makai very poor. Fodder and water for cattle sufficient, ommon rice in | 





Pata sells at 14 seers per rupee. . 
Gaya.—Rainfall at Sadar -05. Transplantation of paddy completed. Harvesti 
of i paddy and mandua going on. Common rice selling at 14 seers per rupee, * 


Shahabad.—Rainfall nil. Paddy prosperous. ands being prepared for rabi. Fodder 
and water abundant ; 149 cases of cattle-disease in Sasaram, wi 


Saran.—Rainfall at Gopalganj 26. Weather hot. Transplantation of paddy nearly 
finished. In fields being tne te: for rai. Paddy prospects better. Average price of 
common rice 13°10 seers and of ma i 17°11 seers per rupeo. 


/ 

Champaran.—Rainfall at Motihari -37, Bagaha ‘54, Ramnagar ‘17. Bhadoi paddy, 
makai, mandua and kodo are being harvested. Prospects of aghant good. Common rice and 
maize selling at 154 and 20 seers per rupoe respectively, 


Muzaffarpur.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘80. Rice orep, which has escaped any damage, is 
doing well. It is being retransplantdd in lew lands where practicable. Prices are—Oommon 
rice 12 seers, wheat 15 seers, barley 20 seers, makai 18 seers, gram 19 seers, rahar 20 seers, 
' and marua 20 seers per rupee. ‘ 


Darbhanga.—Rainfall at Sadar 2°78, — 63, Madhubani 1:04. Weather 
hot and bright with occasional showers. ‘Transplantation of paddy is still in progress, 

fain Fodder and water sufficient. No cattle-diseaso reported. Oommon rice 
sells as follows :— 


8rs. 
Sadar esi oP ade aa 
Samasti aoe ucas obe 1 rupee, 
Madhutani ‘ aoe wee ie 123 ets 


Monghyr.—Rainfall at Monghyr -76, Bogusarai ‘13, Jamui nil, Weather hot. 
Prospects of paddy and sugarcane good. Sowing of kurthi, kalai and castor seeds commenced. 
Common rice sells as follows :— : 


Srs. Ch. 
Monghyr - te toe om NEL 'D 
i “hs, av ed Re rupee. 
Samui Se x ie a sae ll i 


Bhagalpur.— Weather hot and close. Rainfall at Sadar ‘03, Banka 1:12, Madhipura 
1:78. Harvesting of bhadoi continues. Winter rice and sugarcane doing well. Cattle. 
disease reported Banka, Katoria, and Madhipura thanas, Fodder and water sufficient, 
Prices stationary. 


Purnea.—Rainfall at Sadar 8°65, Kishanganj 4-40, Araria «34. Weather season- 
able. rape Yin pm bhadoi paddy orth briskly, oenteton of aghani. rice and 
steeping of jute still going on. Very li cattle-disease, odder and water sufficient: 
Common rice sells as follows :— 


Srs. 
eh ‘ ove tee tae 16 
gay, or eee oo 15 rupee. 
Araria ne ose oe 21 |p : 


Malda.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘51, Chanchal 2:43, Gajol -46, Shibganj 1:22. Weather © 
hot and cloudy. Prospects of winter paddy Harvesting of bhadoi padd: i 
Price of coarse rice 17 seers per rupee. Fod ample. : ieee 


Sonthal Parganss.—Avorage rainfall “85. Weather hot and cloudlos, More rin 


wanted for high paddy, Makai being reaped; average not more than six annas, 
é i geal ogo. Cattle-disease reported from Rajmahal. Fodder and 
water t. Average price common rice 13 seers 6 chitaks and of makai 18 soers 


5 chitaks per rupee. j 


As . aie 


Mote 









Cuttack.—Rainfall at Kendrapara +14, Banki ‘01, “Weather seasonable and hot. 
Sarad, jute, haldia cotton, and arhar are growing. Beali being cut. Crops damaged — 
by insects in places. Rain wanted. Condition of cattle generally good. Fodder and 
water sufficient. Oommon rice sells as follows:— , 


£ 


1 ia Oh, 
— oe toe one Hr: 1 
ajpur “ tee aoe eee 
Pasion uf x Pe ee irae a 
Banki oes Nese w 15 12, 


ie Balasore.—Rainfall at Sadar 120, Weeding and transplanting of sarad continuo, 

_  Asu is boing reaped in places. § ne thriving well, Prospects of sarad good in the 

Sadar subdivision. More rain wanted in the Bhadrak sub-division. Rico sells at 184 seers 

r rupee in the interior, and at 17 and 18 soers at Balasore and Bhadrak respectively, 
ise dione reported from places. Fodder sufficient, 


Angul.—Rainfall at Avgul nil, Bisipara 71, Local showers reported from some places 
in the interior. Weather hot and dry. Clouds passing over daily. Pain urgently saeh 
Upland paddy and late aus paddy s ering. Lowland paddy doing tolerably. Harvesting 
of early bhadoi orops going on. Sowing of diri and winter ti? are in progress, but in some 
places retarded for want of rain. Paddy loans being withheld by dealers. In the Khond- 

“mals the prospects of the lately transplanted winter paddy have becoms bad for want of 
_ sufficient rain. Coarse rice selling at 20 seers por rupee in Angul and 12 seers in Khondmals , 


Puri,—Rainfall at Sadar ‘52, Khurda +40. Weather hot and cloudy. Weeding, 
puddling, and transplantation of sarad continue. ‘Insufficiency of rain badly felt throughout 
the district. Beali and mandia being out. Inseot~pests causing damage in somo parts. 
e Condition of sugarcane and miscellaneous crops good. Oattle-disoase reported from some 
i ry Fodder sufficient. Qommon rice sells at Sadar 15 § seers and in the interior 15 soers 4 
“10 chitaks por rupee. 


Hazaribagh.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘17, Giridih nil. Weather cloudy, Prospects so far 
good, but more rain seriously wanted.. Common rice sells at 18 seers por rupee. 


Ranchi.—Rainfall ‘16. Weather very hot and dry during the wosk, now cloudy and 
wot. Prospects improved by rain yesterday (10th) and to-day (Lith, but only moderate, 
Much more rain wanted. Rice sells at Ranchi 14 soers, and in the interior 19 seers per 
rupee. No cattle-disease. Fodder and water sufficient. | 

Palamau.—No rain, Weather not sensonable. Rain urgently wanted for rio> crop. 
Sugarcane doing well. Sawan and gondii being harvested. Rive sells at Sadar 14 seors 
per rupee, 


Manbhum,—Rainfall at Sadar -05. Weather hot. Bhadoi crops fair. Winter rice 
has suffered from want of rain, but it is raining to-day (11th), Ave; crop expected. 
Oattle-disease reported from thanas Gobindpur, Nirsa, Topehanchi, and Tundi. Fodder 
and water sufficient, Average price of common rice at Sadar 15 seors 9 chitaks and 
at Gobindpur 18 seers per rupee. Supply sufficient. 


Singhbhum.—Rainfall +08. Goradhan is being reaped; its yield is bad owing to 
» deficient rain in July and August. The Prospect of winter paddy is excellent, but rain ig 
badly needed. Common rive sells at 17 seers 3 chitaks per rupee, 


General Summary.—Good general rain fell during the week in North and East Bongal, 
of the ie tas crop continue generally te except in Angul and Puri, a 
tho rainfall is still very deficient. More rain is also required in the Chota Nagpar Division 
and the west of the Burdwan Division. Tho harvesting of the autumn crops and jute is 
going on, and the preparation of lands for the rai crops has begun, Sugarcane is generally 
doing well. The price of common rice is reported fo have risen in some districts, Fodder. 
supply is sufficient, and cattle are generally in good condition, i 


* By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
F. A. SLACK, 
oe Ofg. Secretary to the Govt, of Bengal, 
Revenve Deranrwent, 
The 12th September 1899, 








we 


a 


Imports ito Carcurra. 


terior by Rail, Road, River (Country-boat and Steamer) 


from the In 
of May 1899. 


Traffic imported into Calcutta 


of 


hs fltwsing: Bictimoet show tho Quaniitie of thc Principal Staples 


Canal during the month 





ee ie 








143 fialiibiaWait ie Pury 





Pert: PilGtazgagait: a a | 


ll i 
















SFE Beri: iit: Pipes 


Piibhain; 















8 8 : a 
uae [yd 
> 






Sibi thartigy 3 





Peiyga: ct 


‘ ali | 








ii 


Ho 


tid 


. Bo pee ee. RS Beh aye e Pe Shae ey et OEE s Sere se en ee ees ee Pe te 
SES Si Sane BR ese Gia Se OES Cee eS 





“A 


= i 


Seanborne Trade of Calcutta in thee staple 


Linseed | Mustard Cott: Silk, 
seed seed. India, Tay." 


int 


2,22,865 | 1,021,700 | 6,22,365 16,585 | 54,815 187 306 


4,22,182 14,001,595 | 18,61,540 | 1,15,921 56,810 | 17,980 
6,75,570 |11,807,490| 75,544 1,560,906 ae 34,008 
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Inports mvto Caxourra, ‘ 


| The following statement shows the several Routes followed by the Trade in the Principal Staples of Traffic imported 
E into Calcutta during the month of May 1899. 





ke following Statomént shows the Values and Quantities of the Prinoij pe of Traffic pads Inland from 
by Rail, Road, River (Crane ytomt ane Steamer) and Oa and Oanal during the month of May 1899 :— 


a, on oe 


‘Total of Chota Nagpur .., 


Grand Total of Sorylibe 
‘Setlenemnatinoonne 
of Bengal... uous 


Oren Provinczs, 


Assam 
North-Western 


se oss ase) oes 
Sees tre 


- 
- 
oo 


| ne | a | | ee | | 


0,275 
5bs8 4,917 10480 | Grand otal + a 
of Bihar .., 85,381,805 | 82,856 


The Sea-borne Trade of Caloutta in these iapler during the month of May | 1899 was as follows :— 


Inrorrep rxto Oatcurra. ; Salt, Kerosine oil, 


* As per tariff declaration value, 


VI. 


‘The foliocing Statement shows the several Routes followed by the Trade in the ahine Principal Staples Prafhe 
from Caloutta during ‘the month of May 1899 :— * 
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Abstract of the Results of ine 
a ghee Observatory in the month of 


regi a yt li Park Street Observatory). “The barometer is about 3 feet higher at 






‘Observations taken at the Alipore. 
August 1899, 


Inches, Date, Hour, 


" The mean pressure of the month a iis ewe 29°581 
The average pressure of August from 24 years’ registors ses 29°598 








The highest pressure in the month kee ove v= 29°782- Ast 10th 
The lowest pressure in the month Sg “My «  29°482 8th 16th 
The range of pressure... oh soe ves 0°300 ‘ 
Hours, 
The total number of hours of bright sunshine during the month 94:4 
The maximum possible numberof hours of sunshine +» ©8984 
ro) 
~ mean temperature of ope! monet ik oo ee a 
@ average temperature o; st from 24 years’ registers .., “1 
The highest ternperature in a by tes oo. 943 6th 
The lowest temperature in the month .,, tvs «» 71 19th 
The range of temperature during the moath on ones OID. 4% 
‘he mean daily range of temperature .., ge APN: |e’) 
The greatest range of temperature in one day”... +» 162 19th 
Per cent, 
The mean humidity of the month igs vee mek 87 
The average humidity of August from 24 years’ registers tie 86 
Inches, 
se mean vapour tension of be rune gE : y soe he 
‘he average vapour tension years’ registers ... yi 
The ment clow portion of isa aie see — eee 7185 
a3 The average dlodd gobivetian of August from 22 years’ registers 7:94 ’ * 
E Ios, 


The total rainfall of the month ae ee we = 890 
The total rainfall indicated by a Beckley’s self-registering rain- 
gauge (mouth of the gauge about 52 feet above the ground 8:20 


The average fall of Au from 48 years’ registers ww. §=.13°94 
The greatest fall in a . att — 43 oe = 120 81st 
Days, 
The number of rainy — in the month oes | 24 . 
ea number rainy days in August from 24 
The 2 uilibrium temperature of solar radiation 
mean maximum equilibrium 80) n 
during the month... one wee ove ufo 
The mean difference of sun and air temperatures ... oo» 613 
The greatest sun tem re as vs +» 1545 Qnd 
The greatest excess of sun over air temperature... +» 628 2nd 
The mean temperature of the nocturnal radiation thermometer 
ak on = cloth at hi ak oe = 787 
mean depression 0: nocturnal radiation thermometer 
pact tery air temperature at 4 fect above the 
ground ... soy ave t8 eee i 
ome, TRS depression of "the nocturnal radiation thermomoter 
the minimum air temperature ove «» 25 8th 
‘ Miles, 
The mean movement of the wind per day to vee B14 
The greatest movement of the wind in one day eal ss» 149° 28th 
The greatest movement of the wind in one hour .., s+ 14:0 10th, 11 to noon, 


The number of hours with winds from each of the 8 ints— 
N. 20, N.E. 3, B. 66, 8.H. 145, 8. 208, 8.W. 183, W. 29, N.W. 33, Calm 119. 


' The results of observations at the.Alipore Observatory aro not Tigorously comparable with the 


ngs being equal, reads therefore “003 lower. Tho diurnal range of por- 


ature is also greater at Alipore, and the mean temperature apparently about 0°6° higher ; and, finally, the . 


which furnished the record of temperature at the Surveyor-General’s Office during 

20 and u is found to read 0°6 hi er than the Kew Standard th ich i 

lis gandard eal at the present Observatory. Srmometer, which is 
. 


Rea: G. W. Kvcuzzr, : 
 Merrononoercat, Orvice, Govr. or Inpia, For Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of India. 
_—— Caloutta, the 11th September 1899, ; 
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SUMMARY OF THE METEOROLOGICAL AND RAINFALL OBSERVATIONS. 


TAKEN IN BENGAL, AND OF THE METEOROLOGIOAL OBSERVATIONS. 


TAKEN IN ASSAM, FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST 1899. 


Wearaen conditions during st were not to any great extent different from what 
prevailed in July. No disturbance any importance occurred over the Bay, and such 
depressions as formed ultimately filled up in the north of the province, The result of the 
course taken by the two depressions, one about the middle and the other towards the end of 
the month, was a continuance of the heavy rainfall in the north of the province, % 

‘The influence of these disturbances, however, was different so far as Lower Bengal was 
concerned, Instead of moving northwards across the south of the province, they first. moved 
westward towards Certral India and then recurving entered the proyince from the west 
crossing Bihar and North Bengal in an easterly direction, They caused heavy general rainfall. 
in the northern districts duri their passage eastward, but while moving wostward across 
Orissa, the falls were not nearly so heavy as usual under these circumstances, In consequence 
the heavy rainfall is shown chiefly in the northern districts. North Bengal received, on an 
average, 4°84 inches in excess of the normal; Bihar 8°31 owing to the heavy falls in north of 
the division ; and East Bengal 2°2. In the other divisions there was defect, in South-West 
Bengal 1:83, Orissa 2:3 and Chota Nagpur 6:2 inches. 

Lhe depression, which formed oyer the north of the Bay about the beginning of the 
second week, moved in an almost due westerly direction towards the Orissa coast, and, before 
crossing the coast, became fairly well defined with a rather steep gradient towards the south 
and east, Weather was never seriously disturbed at any of the coast stations, as the highest 
wind velocity at Diamond Island was 19 miles an hour on the 10th, and on the Ori 
coast 24 miles on the 12th. But at goa squally weather obtained over a wide arca 
between the 10th and 12th, A few da: s afterwards when the dopression had recurved and 
was over the nog of the province, the highest velocity, viz., 28 miles an hour, was recorded 
at Sangor Islan ? 

A notable feature of this distrabanoe was the distribution of rainfall in the north cf the 
province. Between the 16th and 18th the depression moved slowly eastwards, and throughout 
those we 4 with the exception of the last, the heay falls of rain occurred to the north of the 
centre of the depression. South Bihar and the north of Chota Nagpur received much less rain 
than North Bihar, and even in North Bengal the contrast was well marked till the distrubance 
— oP when, as usually happens, thunder-storms became more general with numerous 

eavy falls. . 

Except during the above two periods of disturbed weather, tho rainfall during the month 
was not heavy or genoral, but there was no well-defined break. While the first depression was _ 
developing in the north of the Bay, northerly winds prevailed over the province, and only 
soattered showers fell, the partial break extending from about the Sth to the 9th in the 
south-western districts and to the 12th in Bihar. see @ second peel break which 
ocourred about the 20th, light showers were of fairly general occurrence dai ly. , 

At the beginning of the month, the distribution differed from what prevails at that time 
of the year only in the gradient being less steep than usual, Readings were considerably in 
excess both at the coast and inland i Pca and uniformity of the distribution was due to the . 
area of greatest excess being over Lower Bengal, Orisss and the north of the Bay. : 
however, was falling, and after a rapid fall on the 2nd the excess had to a great extent dis- 
appeared, and there was little till the 4th, when a brisk rise in the west caused a_ 
slight depression to form over the north of the province. This was attended by a cyclonic 
circulation of light winds and heavy showers, first in North Bihar and afterwards in North 
Bengal. It continued to affect woather in the northern districts till the 6th, when the. 
falling pressure over Burma caused an indraught towards that area, and rainfall almost, 

6 . 


over 









rovinee, 

On the 6th when the d ion in Burma to were below the — 
normal at all stations, but by uly emall apie in ave 

on the 7th resulted in a diffused 'W pressure area over the province and the north and east 
of the Bay. with no well-defined contre. Over the south-west of the Bay, however, the _ 


gradient was moderately stee with strong westerly winds. The sage: defect had . 
a x + seh at a een eintisen, oes area al ay ae 

ow: » and a concent 0: after which 
weatward, res became mes walle es . at 


northern. districts where comparati r 
'_ There was little further change pie 
the 14th pressure was again falling, and 


eae ae 















shown over the east of Bihar with « regular 


Or 16th a well-defined depression was s 
soem a aps aa of winds. On the 17th the centre was in the east of the province, where 


- 


ar 'y filled up during the two following days with general heavy rai in North and 

An important feature of this disturbance was its reourving, a feature which has been 
persistent throughout the present monsoon season. It may also be noted that while moving 
westward, it was rather quickly fillin MP, and that after turning towards the east, it again 
developed and remained well defined till it reached the Assam hills. But for the passage of 
this shallow depression eastward, a very —— ocourrence at that time of the year, the 
rainfall in North Bihar, North Bengal and Bengal for August would most probably 
have been less by one-half. * : 

rose rapidly on the 19th, and by the 20th the distribution differed very little 
from the ‘normal, there being a ‘small excess over the west of the province and a small 
defect in the south and east of the Bay. Light irregular winds, with a tendency to become 
northerly on the Orissa coast, showed that a depression was forming in the north of the 
Bay. It became somewhat more definite on the 22nd, but it was not till the 25th that 
there was any well-defined central area, Even then the irregular changes of pressure 
diaphheed the area of lowest pressure in an uncertain manner, readings vemained lowest 
on the Orissa coast till the 28th when the depression moved towards the north-west, As 
in the previous case, it reourved, and on the 80th was again over the province with its centre 
between Naya Dumka and Bhagalpur. On the 3lst it had moved into North-Bengal, where 
it was filling up. This second depression remained shallow throughout. It caused no 
squally weather over the north of the Bay; and though rainfall was fairly general over the 
rovinee during its existence, there were no a except in North Bengal on the last 
aay of the month when the disturbance was breaking up. 

Pressure were never more than moderate at any time during the month, as 
the cyclonic disturbances were of a mild typo; but readings were relatively low except in 
the early days when there was a fairly largo excess. Mean defect was small in, Chota Nagpur, 
ast from there increased towards the east and north, the greatest being “04 inch in Hast 

engal. ‘ 
S cipehstore—Thinigh no well-marked break occurred, rainfall was lighter than usial 
“in the south-western districts, and temperature was relatively high. Even in the north and 
east of the province where there was heavy rainfall, both maximam and minimum tempera- 
tures were above the normal, though by amounts considerably smaller than’ in Orissa, Chota 
Nagpur and South-West Bengal. The Mean excess in these latter divisions was 1°-5 to 2°, 
while in other parts of the province it was a little under 1°. 

The di ce from the norms] in maximum temperature varied from a small defect in 
the extreme north to excess of 8° in Orissa. In minimum temperature there was a fairly 
uniform excess of 1° over the whole province, 

Rainfall—As stated above, the cyclonic disturbances, to whicha great part of the rainfall 












of the month was due, began in the north of the Bay. From there they moved westward, 


and afterwards recurvying crossed the north of the province in an easterly direction. 
The distribution of rainfall shows clearly the effect of these movements. With the exception 
of a narrow strip close to the north coast of the Bay where heavy rain fell daring the forma- 
tion of the bye aie the total fall for the month was below the normal over a great part of 
the south of the province, In the north, on the other hand, there was heavy rainfall for 
days conseoutively, while tho first depression was moving eastward; and at the same time 
the monsoon current was rn 2 northwards over the extreme eastern districts, giving heavy 
a - that region. This heavy rain was more marked in Hast Bengal after the depres- 
sion up: 

The area of excess: rainfall in the north of the province includes the whole of Bihar ta 


_ the north of the Ganges, all North Bengal and the adjoining part of Bast Bengal. In the 





south there was a small excess in the Sunderbans and a considerable exoess in Chittagong and 
Noakhali. Over tho remaining of the province rainfall was deficient, but not by very 
sore except in Chota Nagpur, over a great part of which defect was between 5 and 
7 inches. 
_ In the north excess was generally betwoon 5 and 10 inches, except in the west of North 
Bihar, where it was generally more than 10 inches. 

On an everage for the whole division Chota Nogpur reosived only 54 per cent. of the 
normal, Orissa 81 per cent. ‘and South-West pe cent. In Hast Bengal excess 
was 14, in Bihar 27 and in North Bengal 33 per cent. of the normal. 

The total fall since the beginning of the Load ritegae normal in Orissa and Chota 
N , 20 per cent. in excess in Bengal Proper, and 44 per cent. in exooss in Bihar. 

he comparison of the actual rainfall in the various divisions of the province with 
the normal is most accurately and conveniently shown in form of a percentage. The 
Ages rerenting the rina for tho mont, 0 in this way, are included in the 

it, table really gives a condensed summary of 
isti we year up to date for each ical division, the first 









South-West Bengal... | 230 62 - 85 

North Bengal | 270 49 ri 93 85 123 138 120 
Past * «| 800 169 61 | 16% 137 104 126 1l¢ 120 
Bihar ov | 226 56 283 101 148. 167 127 144 
Orissa wow fh 4 38 19 | 9857 144 98 99 81 100 
Chota Nagpur «| 164 266 110 54 97. 





The following table gives. full date for comparison of the actual and normal rainfall 

4 . i “The figures are derived from the 
district, due allowance or 
his gives a more accurate 
than the arithmetical means given in the monthly meteorological tables. The first 
i rage district rainfall as,determined from the rainfall observa. 
the seoond column gives the actual district rainfall as determined. . 
stations in each district : the 
third column expresses the ratio, of the actual district rainfall of the past month to the normal 
rainfall as.a percentage: the fourth column states as a pereentage how much the district rain- 


of the month of August.in, all districts of the provines. figs 
average, and, actual rainfall of the rain-recording stations in 
weight being made for the area which each station represents, T 








from the weighted actual rainfalls of the month at the hep g 


fall of the month varied from the normal :— 
Percentage Table for August 1899. 





Division, 





South-West Bengal 


thet bei lit 
SaaSrBF 


North Bengal 1 Gooch 


+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
East Bengal ., + 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
Bihar + 
+ 
+ 
+ 
Orissa mag 


‘$5 228. EN SEX SKoSekoS SENEERS 


Chota Nagpur i 






~ 
—) 


- a 
Boa 





16°00 | ~3'57) 35°90 | 3712 





‘ ; * Daltonganj not included, 
Merzorotocioat Orrice, Bencat, OC, Lirriz, 


The 12th September 1899, Metcorologioal Reporter to the Govt. of Bengal. 
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cs The mean pressure oa the seven Ain 29°728 
The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24. years, Surveyor-General’s 
‘ Office oo on see oo tee aoe: 29°649 
- The total number of hours of bright sunshine... od per un 388 
The maximum possible number of hours of sunshine ase a ae 87:1 
The mean temperature of the seven days os Nag 866 
Phe average temperature of the correspoading period for 24 years, Surveyor- é | 
Ph General’s Office aa ts as 83:3 
The extreme variation of temperature axe ee iitnese id 16:2 
_ The maximum temperature 046 sas ee be wh 946 - 
“ - The highest velocity of the wind in one hour ii me oon oe , nme i 
ty . ° 
Bho pepe irenega ed idity of the - di a for é 
: aver: relative humi 0 ~ correspon ng "perio 24° yea 
ilaee. SurveyoriGieneral’s Office ... ae ie " = 86a 
ne _ fall of rain from 3rd to 9th September 1809... A og | 
My reenge fall of the eorresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s . 4 
we ‘The ‘cast all from Ist January to ‘9th Septomber 1 1899. 8 x fake - #5 4 
average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-Goneral’ 4 










~The anise, mperature, &6., are deduced from the traces of the 
ics seahorses 10h., 16h., and 22h, Baro nd ‘Thermoprap 


- The maximum. and minimum tomperatures are obtained fro; istoring thermomet 
Aa scinomotors are yesitiéd and the tvadings hire been aoeresied 40.5 press constructed and varif fa 
kK - yppcinat § They are exposed under a a intel sd opn a th sido and sro nupento fos 

0 e preit cs 
Th eter readings are corrected roximately to of the 
aya i Surveyor-General’s Office. lesa te standard, Newman’s No.8, 

metric elements are.obtained ‘ables 

. fogical Offcd, and based on Reguault’s al the official tables computed 
directions and the movement of the wind are taken from the trace of a 
mouth of the rain-gauge is one foot above the ground. 


hate =, dew. 
Orricsr, Govz. or Inpia, 
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y of July 1899, as compared with that of the corresponding month of the Precious year. 
‘Hiescacin: 1899-1900. Toxiacr, 1898.99, 





























0 Wika oS rr ATT aN Ga r SRG, (OCS ee 
fee During the - “To end of the During the | To end of the 
month. month. month. month. 

‘ 1 Je: ae are 
Orissa Circle. Pr Re «a 
Taldanda anal System 3 9,675 14 6 
cae. ry 21,170 13. 8 23,738 § 2 
High Level Canal, Range I 4,068 8 0 6,399 15 3 
Ditto, PR | 1,099 5 0 1,047 2 8 
Ditto, Se 604 7 6 429 11 6 
Jajpur Canal re bane 157 138 38 lé 55 4 0 
Total Orissa Circle... 31,824 1 8} 11,763 15 7| 41,846 7 8 
South-Western Circle, ie 
Midnapore Canal... | 7,040 0 94 '31,810 5 3| 7,269 6 3 81,151 2 0 
Hijili Tidal Canal =. 5,108 0 0} 20,969 6 3] 7151 3 0] 33803 0 0 
Total South-Western ah 
Circle we | 12,148 0 9 om 1911 6| 14,420 9 8] 64,054 2 0 

. Sone Circle, 

Patna Canal System ...| 2,901 0 9] 15,960 2 6 3,938 8 0} 1264418 6 
Arrah _ ditto | 1,597 2 9| 11,384 5 6| 3:906 1 8 17,089 1 6 
Buxar _ ditto | 1109 6 9} 513011 9] 1330 3 6 3,425 4 0 
Total Sone Circle ...| 5,607 10 8 | 82,484 5 9 9174-7 9] 83,159 38 0 
Granp Tora ...} 29,190 13 8 /1,17,088 0 11 | 85,859 0 7 [1,380,459 12 8 


Government Transport Service. 






ToOLLAGE, 1890-1900, 





| TOLLAGE, 1898-99, 













To end of the month, | During the month, 
Oawat. 





















Orissa Circle, Rs. a. P.| No, | Mds. | Rs. a. vp. 
High Leve) Pat | 9,708 12 0} 18,416 3078 10,406 14 10 
Tonle sarees 479) 2,78212 0} 13,416 2,078 110,406 14 10 

Assessed Tollage Receipts, 

Earninos, 1899-1900. Earntnas, 1898-99. 
vgs Duringthe | To end of the During the | To end of the 

edie month. month. month, month, 

ye, . 

Pe | won is | aie 4 | 5 

Orines Caz sa06 18 41 33 | 1apio ir 7 | onto“ 
i als +. | 26,596 1 3 914 4,546 11 758 6 6 
sin 0 i 7,040 0 9} 81810 5 8] 7,269 6 8/ 81,151 2 0 
i Vidal Canal .} 5,103 0 0| 20,969 6 8] 7151 3 0| 38803 0 0 
Sone Canals oy 5,607 10 8] 82,484 8 9) 9,174 7 9 88,159 8 0 
Total «| 44,847 8 38 /1,40,178 1 “S| 88,141 12 7 1,49,866 ll 6 


A. H. 0. MacCarrny, 









2 la statement showing Tollage on Canals in Bengal classed as Major Works for the month 









er 
| To end of the month, 









Under-Secy. to the Govt, of Bengat. 











IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT, BENG AL. 
Abstract statement showing Tollage on Canals in Bengat classed as Minor Works and Navigation 


for the month of July 1899, as compared with that of the ‘corresponding month of the 
previous year. 


‘ 
Torzace, 1899-1900. | Torxacz, 1898-99, 
th. th. onth. 










0 see 18,997 15 0 80,020 8 6 13,012 0 0 61,075 7 9 
Tolly’s Nala F 6,528 6 0 22,878 5 9| 4,787 6 6 18,976 8 0 
Total + | 25,526 5 0 1,02,898 14 3 
LS | ee SERENE} SS 
. Orissa Ooast Canal «| 4894 7 8 15,873 12 
a | rer ee. as <a | ance cee 
Nadia Rivers «| 15,820 11 6 29,589 13 0] 10,159 6 0 20,210 2 0 
Geaxn Tora, —,..| 45,741 7 9 [148,862 7 3 83,029 18 8 |1,22,486 15 3 
arrears a SSS binge: UN 
Oaxcurra, A. H. 0. MacOarrny, 
The 12th September 1899. , Under-Secy. to the Govt, of Bengal, 





CIROULAR AND EASTERN CANALS. 


Appromimate Return of Traffic for the week ending Saturday, the 9th September 1899, 
a8 compared with the corresponding week of the previous year. 








Ww: ENDING SATURDAY, THB W8rx ENDING SATURDAY, THE 
i SRPIEMDSE 1899, | 10TH SEPTEMBER 1898, 









NaTURE OF Cargo, 





Other «rticles 





-  Statament of Conds hekida wahe eta pers! pone weeks and one day ending 20th July 1899 as 


¢ < compared with the same period of 1898. tat 








Goal Coke enrred for the public and tren “all aso) ata: Ts. 
ener ioe ce ee pamae| awe) cc] | Mt] ae 


1 twist & Yarn, Buroy 11,052 
A Dito Indan He 
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2.—M ORL le i MG ET 
aS yee 
x —filinerine eo ine dyes) sce 
CE Ee) aS 
Grain and Pulse— 
L— Wheat... evens 
2.—Riceinthe husk 4. we 
3.—Rice not in the eet eas 
4.—Jowar and bajra ws ae ae ae 
5,—Gram & pulse ee eee ed 
Hides and Skins— 
1,—Hides of cattle CT 
2.—Skins of sheep, &0.., a. ori; 10-03! 
Hemp and other bres 
Jute— ’ 
eA ee 
oy 2.—Gunny-bagsand cloth news 
L—Btiok oe oe tees tee 
2.—Shell eee 5 re ee 
Leather, man 909 aun peat v0oe 
Late and Beer ... 
Apa trohe of all Kinds, " “inetuding country 
i wee we oe 


gg Me Ra today 
o ouiee ie Sathaatae, soli saad 
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3.—Brass, CC ee 
en i Ie ace, eee, snte 
3=vnina One nee ant 
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ie ht oa oo 
eC, oo oo ~ 
(¢) Muni of iron 
6—Zineand spelter ww  .. ae 
L-KRerosine ose) cen taste as 
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O. W. Otarke, Assistant Auditor, 
“Trarric Avprr Orrice, Goons Division, TamaLeor, the Vth September 1899, 
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BasTERN BENGAL ‘STATE RAILWAY. 






(Inctupine N. B., Dacoa, K.-D., anp Assau-Brnan Sxorions.) 
Approximate Keturn of Trafic and Mileage for the “ae tate 1899 on 834 mites open, 









Sn immmmmmmmmmeene 
vishesbegliaanan’ = aes meyer ie | 
earnings, 












TRAPIIC TRarnemiexs RUN, 
periieacaey init he renee b 
Number of Coaching 
Parsongers, receipts. 







Wight carried Cosching, | Marchan- Total, 


vs 









Re, A. P. Bs. a. P, Re. a. P, 
0 00 
a wis 3 sm | same 






66,42,750 0 | 12,05,010 0 ‘0 0, sums ° mJ 21,67, 600 0 0) 385,778 
__ —— |—___ 


77,063,220 0 | 15,52,110 rw 0,70 0 0 ny 351,700 0 ya 





34,478 
roo tence tweens 


TARB.S74 0.) 18,84,618. 0-0 1,27,358 0 0 | 21,00,586 0 0 8,138,286 + 


?. jatihlivempl naire 
Fr —Increase is chiefly duo to Jute traffic. 










DACCA STATE RAILWay. 
Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 2nd September 1899 on 86 satiee open. 








Coacuine TRavric, MERoWawpIex awp Mingean 





TRavric, 
fae gee te 91 | Saal Total 
Famers’ | Coaching | Weighs | cinta, fincladlng etry.) mms 


"Re. a. P. Mps, 6. Re. a. Pp. Rs. avr, Rs. a.p. 
4,710 | 1470 0 0 22,000 0| 1,930 0 0 0 00 4700 0) 3,630 
Ree dak 473 eo 8 256 0 23 0 0 100) in 8-8 na 
Tr) 
pian 1,78,890 | 55,450 0 0 88,980 0] 8,000 0 0 





980 0 0 65,120 0 0 21,278 

IO RAO Ot mn ne | acres anteenenesecienes} —|———__. 

latin: betas ” 2,19,540 60,920 0 0}. 110,980 0 10,60 0 0 1,030 0 0 78,500 0 0 
Pp a eT a ee eet aera wee hese a, 


ComPanison. 
of mig ar rena. a on 3 19,214 5,740 0 0 26,018 0 1,402 0 0 00 7215 0 0 1,480 
i correspond. 
Seevions ~ 223 700 803 0 woo 100 s 00 Nes 
ie ctecenscdind hits i 
year 


tee Eileen eas 2,13,042 2,526 0 0 197,478 0| 18,419 0 0 1,746 0 0! 77,601 0 0] ) 21,149" 


* MYMENSINGH-JAGANNATHGANS RAILWAY. 
Approsimate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 2nd September 1999 on 88 miles open, 








SSS 
Beary. 


> Coacnine Travrre, potas re, Mirwmat TRAYPIO TRAIN-MILRS RUN, 


her FS 
3 Number of Coaching we sel ore re 
Bice Pats Tid, | Reoeipts. 





‘| Total, 





Ra, a. P, Mos. 8, Rs. a, P. Rs, a, Pp, 


Bs, A. P, 
0 "1,900 0 330 0 0 nal 
moe “eo ‘Des “s3e} | lm 


5460 0 0, 11,020 0] 1,200 0 0 100! 660 0 0 
6,190 0 0 12,080 0} 1,530 0 0 1000] 7730 0 0 2,608 | 7,088 


oe oneeee . ene , tee ~~ oe ae Hs 
eceene wens eee went ene oo ” 
wee ener wneeee oe nee oe ~ 


* Includes ballast train-miles 645, 





* Includes ballast train-miles 480. 


OOOOH BEHAR STATE RalLway. 
Approwimate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 2nd September 1899 on 33°73 miles open, 
Coaomrme Traverc, | MROWAND 168 AND MinauAL | maawni0 TRATN-M1Uxs seal 


Coaching. ee | ‘Total 


1,026 | 18% 
Pag ts 


* Bxeludi 
} Hucludes bathast teal 


BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. 
Approzimate Return of Trafic and mileage for the week ended 26th August 1899 on 139 miles open. 


trate for the week | ahato | 18.944 "eos nay ¢ 


of rah ‘ae 
Mica: _ 241,557 pai 416,221 0 baie 


Total or weeks Se pet Ce 





= — =e 


a 


Tag ee ot baling 


SEGOWLIE-RAKSAUL BRANCH RaILWay. 
(Worxep By THe B..N..W. Ratuway.) 
‘Audited Return of Trafic for last 6 days of June 1899 on 18 miles open. 


Ooacnine Teavric, M@RCHANDISE sb Minera 


Other earn: 
| omtiatted) = 


Ra, a. P, Mos, Ra. a, P. 


6 06 2,305, 278 0 7 381 7 6 
38°00 664 181°39 


21831 
16,991 {3,801 14 5 1,565,500 86 1 0 }__ 8801 HEN vi 
| | ce ee 
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ASSAM-BENGAL RAILWAY. 


F “Appreciate Keturn of Traffic for the week ended 26th ‘August 1899 on 396 miles open for all descriptions of Traffic and an 
ie eee 28 as is goods and parcels traffic only. 


a 
Ooacmine Travyro. | tenonngan xe Mommas, | ; TRAPYIC TRAIN-MILES RUM, 


earnings |. | tole Se pepe 
(estimated), 3 
Number of | Coaching Weight Beoeipte. earnings. Coaching, Merchan- Total, 
Rs, ar. Mos. 6, Rs. ae: Rs. a. p, Rs, a. pv, | 
0 | .200 7 

cai ee 
$7,063 0 0} 18,64,512 0 8,398 0 0 $009 00} 1,75,400 0 0 | 25,078 

6,051 6 0| 201,015 0 0 


9°32 15°86 
23,790 40,426 





DARJEELING-HIMALAYAN RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. 
Approximate earnings forthe week ending 2 Se ber 1899 ee 
to ior ths cocrsepeaingaeetel of om es 
Increase ‘ee ‘ wo 4 a fe ha 
Receipts per mile for the week ending 2nd ber 1899 
Ditto Pror the coreeepagbing periad of a sa oe 
Increase py hia Mae gs ee 
; Resoipta from 1st July to 2nd September 1899 
A for the corresponding period of 1898 : 


Decrease... pa ; 


” 


| 


= 
2 
— 
o 


Hla 


4,805 0 0 
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RESOLUTION ON THE ADMINISTRATION REPORT OF THE 
COMMISSIONERS OF THE PORT OF OHITTAGONG # 
FOR THE YEAR 1898-99, : 


No. 1809Marine, : 
GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL—MARINE DEPARTMENT. 
Dated Caloutta, the 1th September 1899, 
RESOLUTION. 
sac Administration Report of the Commissioners of the Port of Chittagong for the 
year 1898-99, 


The financial position of the Chittagong Port Fund for the past two years 
is shown in the following statement :— 


she | | 


: 1897-98. 1898-99. 
CR ESHER) OMA ES TSENG SETS RT Toe 
1 a rer 











/ Rs, a. P. Rs, 4. °P, 

Opening balance of the year oes 8,709 1 8 13,510 14 1 
Receipts during the year «| 1,09,785 li 6 77,855 15 1 
Total | 1,18,494 13 2 90,866 13 2 




















Expenditure during the --| 1,04,983 15 1 59,157 14 11 

i Balance at the close of the year... 13,510 14 1 81,708 14 8 
* <> SS UGRAUCSERNCREY TAU ci diated 
1,18,494 18 2] 90,866 13 2 


R Total tee 
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2. The subjoined table shows the number and 


















tonnage of the vessels which 
visited the port during the year, as compared with 











Shipping. the figures of the two previous years :— 
| 1896-97. 1897-98, 1898-89, 
| Nambee Tonnage. | Number, | Tonnage, | Number. Tonnage. 
: 1 | 2 | 8 | 4 | 6 | 6 * vi 
elt i i Yt kN Tigers 
European ves-¢ Entered .,, 11 21,317 24 40,334 16 26,646 
sels trading 
with foreign 
ports. Cleared” .,, - i 20,915 17 29,146 15 28,040 
British Indian (Entered ... 8 861 sereee edeoes 434 
vessels trad. 
ing with 
foreign ports Cleared... esoves Ly saines va pabbee) yids) _ esereenien Mimi lidatees aenate 
Vessels trading (Entered ,,, 669. 119,505 678 1,76,121 484 1,71,604 
with Home f 
ports, Cleared ..; 648 1,76,944 593 1,87,402 486 1,69,990 « 





8. The total value of the foreign trade during the year is stated to be 
aie. Rs, 68,25,031, of which Rs. 10,24,135 is under 

vf imports, There isa decrease of Rs, 13,24,418 in 

the value of the trade as compared with that of the previous year. Tho largest 
decrease was in the importation of oils, railway material, and salt, and in the 


export of jute, The only marked increase 
Trinidad, the Mauritius, and Rio de Janeiro. 


was in the exportation of rice to 


4, The total value of the coasting trade is given at Rs, 1,46,36,197 against 


very cmme decrease of Rs. 13,40,498, 
. partly to the import of smaller 


. 


Rs. 1,59,76,695 of the previous year, mite ie 
The decrease is due 
quantities of rice, owing to a good local 


~ crop in the past year, but mainly to increased export of jute from Chandpur to 
Calcutta; to a smaller importation of spices from Calcutta in consequence of 
the local crop in the past year having been good-and as regards exports, 
mainly to a large decrease in the shipments of specie to Calcutta and Rangoon, 
and partly to smaller shipments of cotton, due to a full local crop. 

5. The principal articles of trade are shown in the following state- 


Principal articles of trade. ment a 
1897-98... 
Tate ‘Tons. «(86,618 
Exports 37 Grath oe s 5,206 
Tea Ths. 8997590 
Salt i ta ere 
Imports “(Mineral oil 7. Gals. 13,39;050 


6. The appliances of the 
Port appliances. been 


1898-99. 


8,90,525 


12,198 
9,30,985 


rt and the light-houses are reported to have 
ept in good order during the year. 


The new third order —— light ordered from England, arrived on the 


26th November 1898, It was 
gives a clear and ee 
miles from the deck of an ordinary vessel. 


t exhibited on the 24th Jan 
werful flash, and is clearly visible in clear weather 18 or 19 


1899, It 


7. The earnings of the steam-tug Gekko, maintained by the port, amounted 


Earnings and expenditure of the 
seam-tun Glebe. 


or saving, however. 
ing to Rs, 6,000, being the estimated value of 
for which no charge was made, 


to Rs. 14,296-12, while the expenditure on maintain- 
ing the vessel aggregated Rs. 16,936-13-7. A 
twanptlocted by the vessel, amount- 

the services | ska for the port, 
Deducting this amount from the 


expenditure, 


a balance of Rs, 10,936-13-7 is left, which, deducted from the earnings, leaves. 


the net earnings on account of the vessel at Rs, 3,359-14-5, 











| ‘he . port good. Sixty-seven 
ealth of the Shipping seamen were admitted into hospital pan 88 
ae "et - Of the previous year of whom 53 were cured, 
2 were still under treatment, and 12 discharged after receiving treatment. 
Bilas dooal, 9. The state of the Pilotage Fund is shown 
Reo tape in the subjoined table:— . 






. 
et 1897-98. + | 1898.99. 



























Opening balance of the year it SS o10n 14 34 29,087 rary 
‘Reoeipts during the year... ae | 16,411 12 0 | 18,572 0 0 
/Total 48,259 7 3 
Bxpeniture during the year ae aa. | C650" 8-1 9,572 12 9 
ance at the close of the year ne | 29,687 7 24] 383,686 10 5% 
Total "88,846 10 8} | 43,050 7 25 





10. The working-of the Pilot Service during the year was satisfactory. 
Pilon Bervios There was only one accident to a vessel in pilotage 
: during the year. 
By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
R. B. BUCKLEY, 
Seey. to the Govt. of Bengal. 


* 





For the weak ending the 18th September 1899. 


Burdwan.—Rainfall at Sadar -20, Kalna °86, Katwa ‘08, Raniganj ‘89. Weather fair 
and hot. Harvesting of aus going on. More rain wanted for aman and the standing crops. 


Fodder and water sufficient. Cattle-disetse in Katwa 
as follows :—- 


Sadar 
Kalna ki 
Katwa — eS HENS Pr 
Raniganj wat 

Birbhum.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘77, Rampur Hat 
wanted. Price of common rice at Sadar and 
sufficient. : 


Bankura.—Rainfall at Bankura ‘28, Vishnupur °67. 


with occasional drizzling rain. A copious shower is seriously wanted. 


52. 
pur Hat 15 seers per rupee. Fodder 


decreasing. Common rice selling 
Srs. 
ah 
14 
15} ¢ Per Fapec.. 

i 

Weather hot, More rain 


Weather hot and generally cloudy 
‘odder and water 


sufficient. No cattle-disease reported. Rice selling at Bankura 15 seers and Vishnupur 16} 


seers per rupee, 


Midnapore.—Rainfall at Sadar 220, Contai 3:07, Tamluk 3°50, Ghatal +45. Reaping 
of aus paddy finished. Transplanting of winter paddy nearly finished. Weeding going on. 
Grass-hoppers appeared in some plaees in Gopiballavypur and Debra police-stations. Cattle- 


disease reported from Binpur and Salboni police-stations. 


Sadar 
Contai 
Tamluk 
Ghatal me 


Hooghly.—Rainfall at Sadar 4°45, Seramporo 2-21, 
continues. Cutting of jute commenced, State of winter 
14 seers 5 chitaks per rupee. 


wee tee ee 
oer 


rad — 


Common rice sells as follows :— 


8rs. 


15 
15 0 
CRS G ine Sah sy 
17 0 


Jahanabad +47. Reaping of aus 
rice good, Oommon rice sells at 


CH, 


0 


Howrah.—Rainfall at Sadar 2°79, Ulubaria 3°02. Weather hot and cloudy at times. 
Transplantation of aman still going on. Jute and sugarcane doing well. Harvesting of aus 
continues. Fodder and water sufficient, Common rice sells at 184 seors per rupee. 


24-Par 


ganas 
2°88. Weather hot and cloudy with occasional rain. 


.—Rainfall at Sadar 3-27, Barasat 2°11, Basirhat 1-31, Diamond Harbour 


he recent rainfall has done good. 


Prospects of transplanted aman fair everywhere. Transplantation of aman nearly at an end. 
Cutting of aus and steeping of jute going on briskly. Cattle-disease reported from Sadar 
station. Fodder and water sufficient. Oommon rice sells as follows :— 


8rs. 
Sadar aes se eae 14 
Barasat aes Ste eee 15 
Basirhat os ike Stas TREE? seh pe 
Diamond Harbour = oe 132 
Nadia.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘89, Kushtia 1:35, Meherpur +69, Chuadanga °86, 
Ranaghat “94. Weather seasonable. Harvesting of aus almost over. Aman doing well. 
Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells as follows :— ‘ 
Srs, 
Sadar ee oid oa ou 16 
ae ren Pk re aa “4 i 
erpur ss. ose i ie 5 ru] 
Chuadanga nee sige “oa 143 ei eS 
Ranaghat et we aa 13} j 
Murshidabad.—Harvesting of bhadoi still continues, Padd 
t. 


- doing well. Fodder and water suflicien 


Sadar ies 
an, one 
Kandi 


Common rice sells as follows :— 


lants, mulberry and jute 
ie ; 


iS le 
acai 
sii 








Jessore.—Rainfall at Sadar 1-46, Narail 3:92, Bangaon 1-24, Weather seasonable- 
Harvesting of aus paddy and jute continues, Prospects of crops favourable. No cattle- 
disease reported. Fodder and water sufficient. Oommon rice sells as follows :— 


Srs. 
es Sei! ts Re nn . 
arai at ane AS 7 Tr rupee. 
Bangaon ae we Pee |) ig 


Khulna.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:72, Bagerhat 1:80, Satkhira ‘97. . Weather hot with 
scanty rainfall. Transplantation of aman and harvesting of aus still going on. Fodder and 
water sufficient. Common rice sells as follows :— 

8rs. 


wun ose ve tee 164) 

r oe ses see Tu) 

Salhi So = oN arias 
Rajshahi.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:96, Nator 1:79, Naugaon 1:15. Prospects of crops 


‘ood, Harvesting of bhadoi continues. No cattlo-disease. Fodder and awater plentiful. 
ng rice sells at 18 seers per rupee. 


Dinajpur.—Averago rainfall’ 4:93. Weather cloudy. Standing crops fair. Cattle- 
disease in some thanas, Fodder and water sufficient. Rico selling at Sadar 16 seers and 
Thakurgaon 18 seers per rupee. 


Jalpaiguri.—Rainfall at Sadar 3:69,. Alipur Duars 12°13. Weather cloudy and cool- 
Harvesting of bhadot paddy completed. Transplantation of haimanti paddy nearly finished. 
Cutting and steeping of jute going on. Common rice sells at 14} seers per rupee. Fodder 
and water sufficient. 

Darjeeling.—Rainfall at Darjeeling 9:93, Siliguri 3-67. Weather seasonable. Hi//s— 
Haimanti sod Phada paddy, chota and bara marua, phaphar and kalai doing well. Zerai— 
Bhadoi and jute completely reaped ; transplanting of haimanti paddy nearly finished ; sugar- 
cane doing well. Coarse rice sells as follows :— 


Srs. 


H ‘a Ra oak 10 
Tare sea os Ss 7 i perxupee. 


Bhutta sells at Darjecling 25 seers and at Kalimpong 40 seers per rupee. 
ar.—Rainfall at Sadar 6-08, Nilphamari 8:75, Kurigram 7:20, Gaibanda 2°27, 


Rangp 
Weather cloudy and rainy. Transplantation of winter rico and steeping of jute still going 
on. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rico sells at 174 soors per rupee. ; 


Bogra.—Averago rainfall 3:95. Steeping of jute and transplantation of aman nearly 
finished. Heavy rain has caused some damage to aman in low lands. Common rice selling 
at 174 seers per rupee. Fodder and water ample. 


Pabna.—Rainfall at Sadar 1-46, Sirajganj 8°56. Weather cloudy and rainy. Pros- 
pests of crops good. Common rice sells at 15 seers 5} ohitaks per rupee. 


Dacca.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:95, Manikganj 1°95, Munshiganj 3°28, Narainganj 3:11. 
Weather seasonable. Prospects of standing crops good. Fodder available. No cattle- 
disease. Price of common rice stationary. 


Mymensingh.—Rainfall at Sadar 7-62, Netrokona 2:55, Jamalpur 1:45, Kishorganj 
6:24, Weather warmer. Prospects of cro good. Uondition of people and cattle good. 
Fodder and water ample. Common rice sells at Sadar 19 seers, Kishorganj 18 seers, Tangail 
and Netrokona 17 seers, and Jamalpur 14} seers per rupeo, 


Faridpur.—Rainfal! at Sadar 2:31, Goalundo -62, Madaripur 1:75. Weather season- 
able. State and prospects of crops good. Common rice sells at 17 seers per rupee. 


Backergunge.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:51. Weather seasonable. Prospects of crops fair. 
Common rice at at 14} seers (aman) and 17} seers (aus) per rupee. 7 J 


Tippera.—Rainfall at Sadar 65°15, Brahmanbaria 4:85, Chandpur 4:23. Weather 
seasonable. dus harvest completed. J ute cutting in progress, Prospects of aman continue 
fayourable. Averago price of common rice 17} seers per rupee, 


Noakhali,—Rainfall at Sadar 4°69, Feni 2-91. Prospects of crops less good owing to 
excessive rain. Harvesting of aus and transplantation of aman continue. Veterinary ussis- 
tant treatmg cattle-disease at Chagalnaya. Some disease (damka) appeared in Lakhipur also. 
Wikereupply good. Fodder less good than usual. Qommon rice (aman) 15 seers and (aus) 
18 seers per rupee, 














Chittagong.—Rainfall 2:53. Cultivation of aman crop nearly finished. _ 
good, Water and fodder sufficient. Common rico 16 seers per rupee. 

Patna.—Rainfall at Sadar 2°66, Barh 1:86, Dinapore 8:26, Bihar 1°40, Hilsa 2:75. 
The rain during the week has benefited paddy and egw are now favourable, but more 
rain is needed. Fields are being pre in places for rabi sowings. Condition of cattle 


good. Green fodder and water-supply for cattle plentiful. Common rice in Patna sells at 
15 seers per rupee. 


Gaya.—Rainfall at Sadar 2°72, Johanabad 1:20, Auran 266, Nawada -38. 
Paddy doing well. Bhadoi harvest approaching completion. Common rice selling at 14 
seers per rupee. 


Shahabad.—Rainfall at Sadar 4°72, Buxar 1°06, Bhabua 2:92, Sasaram 8°44, Paddy 
prosperous. Fodder and water abundant. 


Saran.—Rainfall at Sadar 2:93, Siwan ‘62. Weather cloudy. Both the finer weather 
and the recent rain have been beneficial to the paddy crop. Average price of common rice 
13°2 seers and of makai 17-8 seers per rupee. 


Champaran.— Rainfall at Motihari 6:07, Bettiah 2:18, Barharwa 4-34, Bagaha 2:00, 
Ramnagar ‘56. Horvesting of bhadoi crops going on. Rain beneficial to aghant paddy. 
Preparation of lands for rabi has begun, Price of common. rice 14} seers and of maize 204 
seers per rupee, 


Muzaffarpur.—Rainfall at Sadar 4-78, Hajipur 3°40, Sitamarhi 2°70, Paru 3-62, 
Bhadoi crops being harvested. Rico crop doing well. Retransplantation still sn geogness 
where practicable. Prices are—Oommon rice 12 seers, wheat 15 seers, barley 1 " 
makai 19 seers, gram 17 seers, rahar 19 seors, and marua 22 goers per rupee. 


Darbhanga.—Rainfall at Sadar 3°17, Samastipur 3-8, Madhubani 3°15. Weather 
cloudy and rainy. Transplantation of winter rice almost ps oe Fodder and water 


sufficient. No cattle-disease reported. Qommon rice sells as follows :-—~ 
; Srs. 
Sadar oes toe ws 12 
Samastipur seo ee sae 133 ¢ per rupee. 
Madhubani woe oon aes 12 


Monghyr.—Rainfall at Monghyr 1:33, Begusarai 10. Weather hot with occasional 
showers. Lands being prepared for abi. Prospects of paddy and sugarcane good. Common 


rice sells as follows :— 


Srs. Ch. 
Monghyr eve ee soc RA one 
Begusarai res oa . 1210 | { POF rupee. 


Bhagalpur.— Weather cloudy with showers at intervals. Rainfall at Sadar 3:86, 
Banka ‘65, Madhipura +14, Supaul 85. Harvesting of marua in North Bhagalpur 
nearly over and that of bhado: paddy all over the district in full swing. Prospects of aghani 
paddy continue good. Stray cases of cattle-disease continue. Price of common Tice going 
down. 


Purnea.—Rainfall at Sadar 2:98, Kishanganj 12:13, Araria 2:87. Weather season- 
able. seoqeds of aghani paddy good. Harvesting of bhadoi a proaching completion, 
Outting and steeping of jute still continue. Condition of cattle g Fodder and water’ 
sufficient. Common rice sells as follows :— 


Srs. q 
Kishanganj ose eee xa L | perm 08, 
Araria Ne: ata 21 : 
Malda.—Rainfall at Sadar -80, Gajol 1:80, Chanchal 2-05, Shib j 2°58. Weather 
hot, cloudy and rainy. Prospects of winter rice continue good. Kalai being sown in some 


ieone. Cattle-pox reported. Coarse rice sells at 17 seers per rupee, Fodder and water 
cient, 


Sonthal Parganas.— Weather cloudy with passing showers. Average rainfall 1-29, 
Moro rain wanted for high land paddy, but recent we has done much good. Indian-oorn 
being reaped; outturn about six annas. Ploughing for radi orops progressing. Some 
cattle-disease in Rajmahal subdivision, Fodder and water ample. Average price of common 
rice 18} seers and of Indian-oorn 17 seers per rupee, 





nfall at Sadar 1°81, Jajpur 3:16, Kendrapara 2:30, Banki 2:29, Falso 


Point 172. Weather hot and cloudy. Sarad, jute, haldia cotton, arhar and sugarcane 
growing. Beali being harvested. Sarad being damaged by insects in places, Rain 
wanted. Condition of cattle generally good. Fodder and water sufficient. mmon rice 
sells as follows :— 


8. Ch. 
se ad nat - 16 1 
ajpur as ae eee abe at 
weisaiten ns oe woo ls iQel (TPOE TUpec, 
Banki ise 15 2 


Balasore.— Rainfall at Sadar 1-88. Weeding of sarad continues. Aus being reaped 
in places. Sugarcane thriving well. Prospects of sarad good in Sadar subdivision. 
More rain wanted in Bha subdivision, Rice sells at 18} seers per rupee in the 
interior, and at 17 and 18 seers at Balasore and Bhadrak respectively. Cattle-disease 
reported from places. Fodder sufficient. 


.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:91, Bisipara 1:80. Thero has been rai everywhere. 
More rain wanted. Prospects of paddy improved. Harvesting of bhadoi crops and sowing 
of rabi in progress. Rico sells at 18, seers per rupee in Angul and 12 seers in Khondmals. 


Puri.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:37, Khurda 1:49. Weather hot with light showers. 
Beali and mandia atts cut. Weeding and transplanting of sarad continuo. More 
rain wanted. Prospects o sugarcane and other miscellaneous crops good. Fodder sufficient. 
Cattle-disease continues in some parts. Common rie sells as follows :— 


Se ~ Ch. 
dar to eee ee 12) 
Interior of district ... vee ove 15 13 4 Per rupee. 


Hazaribagh.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘36, Giridih -27, Weather hot, Slight showers. 
Prospects of crops good. Common rice sells at 14 seers per rupee. 


Ranchi.—Rainfall 1:90. Weather hot and cloudy. Prospects of winter paddy much 
improved by the rain which fell during the week. G@oradhan is being harvested; ‘outturn 
10 to 12 annas. Rice sells at Ranchi 18 seers, and in the interior 20 seers per rupee. 
Cattle-discase reported from some places, Fodder and water sufficient. 


Palamau.—Rainfall ‘69, Weather cloudy. Rain general throughout the district. 
Reports vary from ‘50 to 1:94. Moro rain is wanted for crops as well as for ploughin 
operation. Upland paddy is suffering. Bhadoi being harvested. Cattlo-disease reported 
from a few places. Kice sells at Sadar 13 seers per rupee. . 


Manbhum.—Rainfall at Sadar 2-78, Gobindpur 1°61. Weather hot. Bhado: crops 
fair. Winter rice suffers from want of rain in some places. An average crop is expected, 
Cattle-disease reported from police-stations Gobindpur, ‘Tundi, Topchanch:, N; irsa, and Para, 
Fodder and water sufficient. Avera price of common rice at Sadar 15 seers 9 chitaks and 
Gobindpur 13 seers per rupee. Supply sufficient. : 


Singhbhum.—Rainfall 1-34, Reaping of bhadoi crop commencing ; outturn about 75 
per cent. Common rice sells at 16 seers 10 chitaks per rupee. 


General Summary.—The general rain ing foo woek has been very beneficial to the 
winter rice crop. The winter rico crop in all the Divisions except Orissa and Chota Nagpur 
is reported to be good, and if only there are good hathiya rains, the crop in Bihar wi be 
very satisfactory. The reports from Orissa and Chota Nagpur are better, but more rain is 
still required there and in the west of the Burdwan Division. The harvesting of the autumn 
crops is almost at an end. The cut ing and steeping of jute is still going on. No important 
change in the price of common Tice 18 reported. ‘There is some cattle disease in a few 
districts. Fodder is everywhere sufficient. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
F. A. SLACK, 


Ofg. Secretary to the Govt, of Bengal, 
Revexve Deparrment, : ; 
Dhe 19th September 1899. 
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recurn, 
Uorresponding return 
of last year. 
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BENGAL, 
1 | Hurdwan a m212] .. ri ‘ 
2 | Birbbum ae 16 015 ois 8] .. , >) 
8 | Bankura we. | 12 8 |18 12 
4 | Midnapore «| 18 0/17 8 
6 | Hooghly «| 13 8/18 8 
6 | Howrah Pes er) 
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Calcutta w| 11 6/12 4] 12 4/16 0/16 Of16 0/7 9/8 0 7 0/11 6/11 6/1010 h14 8 hie Ole 9 
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Nadia Wee 1] w {610/7 4] 6 2/14 6 {13 14 [13 12 
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Darjeoling «| 8 0/8 0 










70/9 Of10 0/8 015 8/5 8] 5 


@ 
pa 
& 
° 
& 
° 

= 
& 
° 


Rangpur ~~ | 12 0/13 0 
Bogra «| 11 4he2 0 


Pabns ~~ | 18 0 118 0 | 1212/85 0/85 0 je 8/7 017 0] 6 0/19 8 hi9 


Dacca «| 12 0/12 14) 18, 0 ja2 0 [92 0 [26 0/12 0 f12 0} 10 0/16 0 \17 


o 
= 
oo 
o 


Mymensingh =... | 18 8 118 8 | 18 8/10 O flo 0 10 0/16 O}16 0] 10 0) 18 0 j20 0 l13 0 


Faridpur «| 24 0/25 0) 12 O47 O46 Of16 016 0}6 0] & 8/18 O}19 0116 0 


oe on 


16 uv [16 017 0 





In the subdivisions 
Rates 1) sen Cones of opi yy are :—Kalna 10 seers 10 chittacks (panga) and 11 seors 7 chittacks (karkatch) 
At Rampur Hat the retail price of 10} seers 
In the aubivnions the tal sec ees 
ms the it per are :~Contai return not received ; Tamluk 1 . 

a aped ssn mye ser Tg taaets + ChhateliL-evend7 cbittasie 
=e mr suse grt dere gene Per rupee are :—Chotla 103 seers ; Barasat 11} seers} Baduria 
‘a the subdivisions the retail of salt K 

secs coat tana mein ushtia (Bahadurkhali) 10} seers (panga) ; Chuadanga 11 seers (panga) + 
reid Hen wr hanger 10 Ran tm ei 











oy we eo |18 0/19 013 4 
10 0/10 0/10 0/12 4/16 0 li5 8 


oa oe | coe [20 0 (23 11 118.18 





” oo - 


ow [ow | ou 7 Os ope 0 








10 0/10 0;4 0 
ll 4 {10 813 8 


Crushed, 
10 8/10 0/8 12 0} 3 12 












10 8 }10 ot iat 


Eenge. 

1012 }10 8/3 6 

11 0/10 ols 6 
Pt 

11 18 11 ais 4 


Karkateh. 
1112|10 013 6 









9 2}9 21/812 





10 0/10 0) 812 0} 3 12 


Pan; 
912 9 013 is 414 2 


P 
10 oto 56/40 








318 
10 0 {10 ors i osu 
8 ols olf is ds 0 
Rora, 
8 8/8 0/410 o5 0 
90/9 Oj¢ 0 4 0 
Pai 
10 5| 9 154) 3 13 4) 3 138 











912/912, 3140314 os 14 


10 oto 01 9 O39 Usa 

10 0)9 814 0 O04 0 Ola 0 
Panga. 

10 0/10 014 0 O4 0 O40 


10 0 [10 0 $ io 310 0] 812 


Panga), Kurseong 8 seers ; and Siliguri 9 seers 


BENGAL, 


Burdwan, 


6) Birbhum, 


10 


ll 


12 


4 


ot] 


16 


7 


z 










Burpwan Division, 


Division, 


Rasuan1 Drvisron, 


Dacoa Divisior, 


i—Magura 9} soors ; Narail 10 sere ; Banyaon 10 


10 voors ; Sutkhira 11} seors, 
rotail of salt per rupee are :—N. 5 14 seers ; Naugaon 9 seers 10 chittacks, 


B acors ; Gaibanda 10 seer ; Nilphamari 20 soars 





s 
5 





BENGAL—eoncluded. 










10 0/8 O14 








816 0/10 g 





11 0/10 0/16 Olle oO j12 0 





n _ 


: c Noakhali . |... 
Chittagong | 





~ 
oo . 


o 







12. 8/9 8/16 O}1412\11 0] .,, 





16 0/18 0 0 

































BIBAR, 
27 | Patne 1b 0 12 0 }12 0/15 0/15 8 16 0 
28 | Gaya «| 14 0] 15 0/15 8 [22 0 
1 8/15 0 tw 
29 |Shababad* { & & \ 40 haa 
1 0/16 0 wef! ™ 
30 | Saran {| 40) 16 8)17 8 18 8 18 0 lis 
E 81 | Champaran’ .. | 16 8| 16 8} 14 0 |22 8 
82 | Muzaffarpur ...{ 14 0/ 14 0/18 0 0 
33! Darbhanga ../ 15 0} 16 0/15 0 {16 0 




















84, Monghyr . | M1) 

85 | Bhagalpur .,./ 18 14 

86 | Purnoa (Kasba)| 16 0 

87 | Malda (English| 15 0 
Bazar), j 

88 | Sonthal Parga-| 11 0 
nas, 


ORISSA. 
89 | Cuttack «| 10 8 








16 9/18 0 [18 0 





= B(40 Balasore =... |_:16 0 


i 41 | Pune 


. CHOTA NAGFUR, 
42, Hazaribagh . | 183 0 


74 
§ pf? | Rene ~{{ 





1227/8 0 - 











13 0; 12 4 }20 0 
78} 6 0 

to to “ 
12 8) 11 *: 
16 14} 15 12 8 









to 
120 
44 | Palamau w»| 16 8 








% 
a 
B Manbhum =... | 12 0 


if a i 


Sioghbhum 


of salt — ; Bihar ; Di seors. 
the Nawada, Jabanabed and Aurangabed sub Rison: Ge senda ened Porgy pen el 
the of salt per rupeo are:—Siwan 11 seers 8 chittacks ; Gopalgun} (Mirganj) 12} soors, 


10 
salt per rupee are:—Madhubani 103 seors ; Samastipur 10 seers, 
aro :—Bogusarai 11 soors ; Jamui 10; svera, 















+ ®.|Ra. A, v./ Re. a, P, 


. 


4 0 0} Tippera, 











Panga. 
9 0/9 of9 of 0 


4 8 0) Noakhali, 

310 0) Chittagong, 
BIHAR, 

8 8 0) Patua. 





Pai 
11 0} OB 7 



















10 0 (8 12 314 0} Gaya, 








10 0 





4 0 0) Shahubad, 





Pan 
10 12 10 7 312 0 Saran, 









8 {10 0 |3 18 0 0) Champaran, 
Crushed, 

4/1 A 8 310 0 Musaffarpur, 

10 8/10 04 0 0 0} Darbhanga, 


310 6) Monghyr, 


312 0 Bhagalpur, 










In the Kaninions tho retail rics of salt por rupee are :—Banka 10 seers ; Madhipura 10 seers ; Supaul 10 seers. 







a 
ay Eistangan) d Araria subdivisi tail price of salt is 9 seers per ru; 

& Tf Balle Nawal th ret price of malt. (kaskatl)9f oor aad (anes eee er 
al 

o 

4 


salt is 1 ' 
At Raglunathpur tho rotall price of cain LO ooeee Tf tasokb sigan. 


BENGAL—coneluded, 


24 


25 


Ss 8 #£ & 


84 


85 


42 















Currracone 
Drvisiox. 


Patra Division, 


-Beacacrur Division. 


Onrssa Divi- 
SION. 


Cuors Nacrur 
Division. 


In the retail of salt upee are :— hur 10 xoors ; Godda 10 seers: Jam: 1 ; 

eo e prices pati rapes Deog| H ; tara 11 seers ; 
In the aubdivisions the retail 2 1Ot noc pan&®) Por rupee are :—Jajpur 20 soors ; Kendrapara 9 soers, 
Bhadrak ru . 






yi piv pe rs if aoe 
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a) 
E 
: 


RIcE (BRST 6ORT), Common RICE (mota chaut). Wauear (Triticum sativum), Banury (Hordeum vulgare), 
Manrts. j : eo 1¢ 
. ar 
i | bey 


Pity it 10h 
OO 


2 8 
Rea. P| Rs a. P| Re a. P| Rea. v.| Re. a. P, | Re, a, P. | Re, a. P| Re a. P| Rea. Eee Rs. a. B.| Reva, 
1 | Calcutta | 5 00) 412 0) 6 8 0) 88 0) 840] $8 0) $88 0) 300) 800) 240) 24 0] 2,4 


Present return, 
Next preceding return. 
last year. 

it 
Next preceding return. 
= 


2 |Burdwan ..| 8 20/820] 4 8 0] 214 0] 214 0] 2140] 840] 210 0] mi Si ie 
% |Midnaporo ..) 840/340) 812 0/260/240/212 0] .. e ons . ~se & 
4 | Pabna «| 611 8/511 8/6100) 200) 218/250/ 288/288) 828! ,. 4 ¥ 
6 |Rangpor ..| 4 8 0} 4 8 0] 612 0] 212 0] 2100] 86 o] 2120) 300; 400] ,, . = 
6 | Dacca «{ 8 20/8 20/84 0/250) 220)/800)/820/800)/8 00/1 00/10 0]18 
7 | Chittagong 400/840) 440/280] 2100; 840] .. " = is i 
8 | Patna «| 8 4 0] 8 40) 8 4 0) 210 0) 28 0) 266] 2100) 270] 220] 115 of] 113 of 1 4 


10 | Bhagalppr ../ 811 6] 310 8] 8 6 8/ 210 0] 8 0 8] 210 0] 214 0] 29 8] 2 6 9| 115 6] 133 9] 19 


Cuttack » | 863) 8 6 3) 812 0/ 278) 256) 2656/8390) 826/380 oo ad 
$8 5 3} 8 3 8] 310 0 

19 | Ranchi ~~} 835 3} 400; 600) 212 0) 269 a olf to to } % 
5 8 8/6 6 6| 610 6 


Oatcurra, 
The 19th September 1899. 








a 
EPG IRR ETT 7 








Rie: Ris ‘ Gram, Cnana, Cuor 
| JoAR OR CHOLUM: (Sorghum Basra OR cumBv (Pennisetum Marva OR RAG! (Hlewsine |. 4 mOLsAy 
oe vulgare). - typhoideun).. corocana), may, og 












p.| Rs. a, P.| Rs a, P| Reva, P 
g80)/240)/22 0/400 


Rs. a. P,| Rs. a. P| Rs. a. P| Ra a. P.| Re, a P| Re, a P| Re, a. P| Rea, P. 
sao} sd4'o| . hey ww | 800] 24 0]-2 80 


oe e -” ~ 280;220);850 


1” 0 


114 6 


210 6 
280 





2106 | 210 6. 
to to 
128 8] 218 8 


214 





PROB CORRENT tn of Food-graia Pr 


Common RICK (mota chant), Waeat (Triticum sativum), Barter (Hordeum vulgar), ) 


% % 


lh 


Z 


lke 
Bean th 


Ra a. vp. | Rs. a. vp. | Rea. P| Re a P| Re ae P| Rea. PRs as P| Rea. P, ee 


840/880/880/800)/800)/240)/ 240] 2,4 


214 0| 2140] 8 40] 210 0] ... 5 are 


8 0 8| 210 0] 214 0] 29 8] 2 6 9] 115 6] 118 9) 19 


266) 25 6) 8 9 826/380 ~ ove ~ 
85 3 3 8).310 0 

269 a0 off) to to . 4 oo 
5 6 6 6] 610 6 





Basra on cuMBU oe MARUA OR RAGI (Zleusine 
corocana), 


Te Wie meeremeee 





4 er) Re Na Ba tees 


i 


las 


§ | Next preceding 
Corresponding return 
it year. 
| Present return, 


$2 | Present return, 


800 


260 
23 6 
270 


226 
2106 
218 3 





Gram, Cuana, Cora, 
Kapatay, on SuNaaa’ 


@rietinum). 


212 
113 
21 


les 


Biri or kalai. 


22 





0 








8 0 ove 22 0/ 812 0) 840) 800/412 0) 440] 400] 4 Oo; 40 0l4a@ 


ok 812 0} 812 0/850 os os 


wo» [400/40 014 5q 


1 


Black mustard, 
s404480 480 489 
Ra {| 
840 ea 0 310 i 


8 60/8 8 0/ 8 8 0) 3 g 


180/180; 200;400/400)480 ove oe $12 0} 812 0} 4 oO} 


2 180) 212 0 ove 890/380 


21 6/2 $8 1 3] 213 9) 210 9 oo ay 


470)440}400;/40 


206/112 91206] w Bes = | 812 0] 812 0] 40 
(810 0| B10 0| 28 


to 
600 


Rs a P| Re a, P| RS a P| Re A P| Re a PRs A, P| Rea. P| Re as P| Re a P| Red | Re ae Pal Rea, 9 


16466 





mea 


EAGT TEE 





ij iii 
ANE: 
eg 








na 
1) 4/4, 
Eegeh 


a P| Re a. P| Rs, a. P| Rs, a, P| Re, a, BP, Re a. P| Rs a, v. | Ree a, P| Ra a, p, Rs, 4. PB Bear. |Re a 7, 
a s ! 


40/400] 400) 520] 41 0 510 6/16 0 0/16 0 0|16 0 0} 


fad - oo 600/600 6 0 0/18 0 0/12 0 0/17 8 o 
412 0/ 412 0 
= wm oe to to 6 0 0/18 0 0/18 0 oO} 18 0 0 
500/500 
we a “ 420; 420 46 0/18 0 0/18 0 0] 24 0 o 
oes os 500/56 00/600 oe ow a0 
” ~ ~ 580) 500/680 oa ooh on 
ia on ww 400) 540 5 8 0/1212 0/11 8 0/18 8 9 


p84 0) 8 4 0) 8 80) 8 8 oO] 8 6 Ofte 0 Ol19.0 lis 0 0 
me ~ ‘| a2 ol «so 40 0/16 0 0/16 0/16 0 0 
0} 310 0] 8 8 6] 412 0] 412 0 510 0/2 8 0] 24 8 ola 8 o 


500); 470 
- - to te [5 2 0] 0 0119 0 0/20 0 0 
511, 0) 511 0 ‘ 


5 0 


0 


5 0 


0; 480 
0; 3888 
0; 300 
0; 8110 
0; 800 
~ 
_ 
” 


16460 


Pea ees ee ee eee Re 
Per 100 pieces— he 
600 ees AC (aia Cea 012 8/ 012 6] o 





Madhaichali. 3 Uncleaned hides, 
612 ol 612 0 

o}{ Pulta. 
780780 


80 


2 00'2 00 200 
per maund, 


18 8 0 18 0 0/2000 
per maund, 





20 012% 0012 00 
‘ per maund, 


fre ols o 100 
per piece. 





